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BOOK LAUNCH 

 

Sunday 9 November 2014,  

Sutton Hall, Stockcross,  

12.30 - 3.00pm 
After the Remembrance Service 10.55am St John’s Church. 

 

For the last year, S&SHA members have researched the lives 

of the 27 men who died in WW1, and who are commemorated 

on the Memorial Tablet in St John's Church, Stockcross.  

This book, entitled  

 

Stockcross & Marsh Benham  

First World War Memorial Tablet 

 Discovering the human story 
 

is the result of their work; it is a humbling and moving account 

of the men's lives and how they met their end, in France & 

Flanders, Gallipoli, Salonika, Italy, and at sea. 

 

Proceeds of the book go to charity 

  

SPECIAL GUEST: Richard Benyon, M.P. 

 

Come and join us -  and bring your friends! 

Free Refreshments will be provided 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

October 2014 No:91 

 
Hall rates have not increased since September 
2011 despite the substantial rise in electricity and 
running costs. In order to ensure that we can 
maintain our financial position a small rise in rates 
will be implemented from the new year.  
The hall committee has invested substantially in  
improvements and will continue to do so under it’s 
full repairing lease. 
 

 

Current Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
1

st
 November 2011 

      Small   Large     Both 

               Hall     Hall        Halls 

Resident 6.00 9.00 12.00 

Non resident 9.50    14.00 17.00 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1

st
 January 2015 

         Small   Large     Both 

                    Hall     Hall        Halls 

Resident 6.50 9.50 12.50 

Non resident 9.50    14.50 17.50 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
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Dear All 
 
As I write my note, temperatures are starting to drop and - after 
enjoying some late September sun -  it definitely feels and looks 
like the colourful Autumn months are upon us.  However after a 
lovely warm summer and another full event calendar in the vil-
lage, I’m not really complaining.   
 
Many congratulations to the Stockfest team for another fun and 
interesting programme of the events during August - it was great 
to see many village folk and visitors of all ages enjoying the activi-
ties.  The hall committee were especially pleased to see everyone 
at the Sing a long Grease, Bar n Bop and the Rounders. I know 
plans have already started for Stockfest 2015 so keep your eye 
open for notices and dates.   
By the time you read this we will have had  the hall AGM. I hope 
you came along for a glass of wine and some cheese and heard 
more about hall successes for the year - as always we’d love to 
hear your ideas too.  Towards the end of the year, the village pan-
tomime will head up our Christmas events during the first week in 
December. 
 
Finally, this will be my last note for the Grapevine as Chair of the 
Sutton Hall … and also as a resident of the village. We have re-
cently moved and I wanted to take the opportunity to thank you 
for the very warm welcome and support given us over the last five 
years.  We didn’t know anyone in the area when we first arrived in 
Stockcross but getting involved with the hall, village events and 
the local pubs was a perfect way to make some great new friends 
and become part of village life - we have some fantastic memo-
ries and it has been so much fun … so thank you again! 
 
We haven’t gone too far so I hope to see you at a village event in 
the future.  In the meantime best wishes for the coming months. 
 
Sarah Russell 
Chair, Sutton Hall Committee 
sarah@rustyandsaz.com 

 
 

The Stockcross children's  
Christmas Party  

at The Sutton Hall on  
Sunday 21 December  

from 2-4pm.   
 

Tickets priced £3 per child will go on sale in the post office 
at the beginning of December.  We have a great entertainer 
coming and party tea will be provided.  
 
If any adults are available to help out on the day, please get 
in touch with: 
Rachel Thistlethwaite on 07990 542716. 

 

Stockcross Panto Players 

Proudly Present 

The Witches of Oz 
By Peter Nuttall 

At  

The Sutton Hall 

Thursday 4th, Friday 5th  

Saturday 6th December. 
 

Tickets £6 each 

On sale  

from 1st November 2014  

At Stockcross village Stores 

 

 

 
 

STOCKCROSS VILLAGE STORE & POST OFFICE 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 2014 

OPENING TIMES 

 

Wednesday  24th Dec 7am -  11am 

Thurs 25th -  Sun 28th Dec   CLOSED 

Monday 29th  December 7am - 5.30pm 

Tuesday 30th December 7am -  5.30pm  

Wednesday 31st December 7am - 12.30pm 

Thursday 1st Jan 2014  CLOSED 

We will be open as usual from  

Friday 2nd January 2015, which is as follows: 

POST OFFICE 

Monday to Friday 9am - 5.30pm 

Saturday 9am - 12.30pm 

SHOP 

Monday to Friday 7am - 6pm 

Saturday 8am 12.30pm 

 
Don’t forget that we are still doing orders for 
your local Turkey and Ham for Christmas 

We can also order your turkey for Thanksgiving 
 

All prices, types and sizes of Turkeys available  
Place your orders as soon as possible to avoid  

Disappointment 
Telephone 01488 657602           www.stockcrosspostoffice.co.uk  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for 
your continued support throughout the year.  We really 
value your custom and would like to wish you all a wonder-
ful Christmas and prosperous New Year. 

 Stu &  Heather 



 

3 THE GRAPEVINE—OCTOBER 2014    

 

AROUND THE VILLAGE 
Letter to The Grapevine 
   On the 13th July I wrote a two page letter to our MP Rich-
ard Benyon over my concerns about Stockcross getting (or 
not getting) Fibre Optics Broadband, I said “Broadband, as 
you know, is the future, not just a passing fad; a necessary 
ingredient to keep Britain on an equal footing with other 
progressive business orientated countries. What we do not 
want are villages like Stockcross to be turned into a waste-
land because our government were not forward thinking 
enough.” I also said “Not only that, it can also affect the 
value of one’s home. A recent survey showed that when 
people are looking for a new home, what is seen as a pri-
ority is the essential utilities, and one of those utilities that 
is essential is fast and reliable fibre optic broadband.” 
   His response could be summed up in his last paragraph; 
“In February of this year, Berkshire received an allocation 
of £250m of Government funding to increase coverage to 
in excess of 95% of the country by 2017.” He then went on 
and said, “I am however continuing to press central gov-
ernment for more funding, as I recognise how vital a fast 
connection is for rural homes and as you suggest rural 
businesses.” To be honest I did not think he was that help-
ful so I wrote another letter in reply to his. 
 On the 3rd August I replied by saying I thought his re-
sponse gave me more concerns, not ease my fears. I 
thought that we might be in the 5% that will not get Fibre 
optics. I then asked him if he could reassure us that we will 
get fibre optics at some point. His response left me even 
more concerned; he ended his letter with “I am sorry that I 
cannot offer you any further reassurance, but I will con-
tinue to push for greater broadband coverage at a local 
and national level.” Reading between the lines of his letter, 
I drew the conclusions that we will not get it any day soon. 
Added to the letter to our MP I asked a BT engineer on his 
thoughts. He said he could not see us getting fibre optics 
in the next twenty years. Even if the Kintbury exchange 
was updated soon, it would still need new cables to the 
village and that would be too expensive. It is all about, he 
said, economics; by updating the residents of Stockcross 
would it create profits for them (BT), and the answer is no.  
Without fibre optic broadband, it would create a major con-
cern for business in our area; added to that the value to 
our houses could fall. I have already talked to business 
people who would not consider moving to an area that did 
not have fibre optic Broadband.  
   If anybody wishes to see the letters’ then please pop 
around to my house (Woodend, Ermin St) and I would be 
happy to show them to you. If anybody has any more 
thoughts on how to take this further then please contact 
me, glennrenshaw@yahoo.co.uk 

Glenn Renshaw 

Golf Club up for Sale 
 
Deanwood Park Golf club is on the market and The Vine-
yard Group is more than interested in buying it to ensure 
they remain good neighbours with the club. 
 
The group already owns the Vineyard hotel &  restaurant, 
Donnington Valley hotel and Spa and Donnington Valley 
Golf Club. 
 
Comments in the NWN state that if Deanwood Park is  
acquired the group will make modest improvements but 
that there would be no major changes and the club will be 
run independently by existing management and continue 
as a small nine-hole golf course. 
 
Bridging the Gap 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our minds are busy working on one or more topics, whilst 
our bodies are doing another. We learn in the direction of 
the mind dragging our bodies behind us  living our lives 
'out of ease' 
On the 22nd of NOVEMBER I will be leading a WORK-
SHOP using gentle movement, breathing and relaxation 
techniques to help bridge the gap between body and mind. 
Regain a feeling of self-awareness, lead your body to a 
place where healing is allowed to happen naturally in a 
more relaxed and quieter mind. 
The workshop will be held at STOCKCROSS VILLAGE 
HALL from 10.15am-12.45pm , £25pp the workshop is 
aimed at all abilities and all welcome. 
To book and for more information please contact Jane on 
07899937200or email 
janeannhedge@gmail.com  

The Lord Lyon changed hands again recently. 
Michael Fitzpatrick is the new landlord. We also 
welcome Eamonn and the rest of the team to the 
village. The Guinness is excellent evidently. 
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Stockfest 2014 Round Up 
At the beginning of the year Stockfest became a stand alone  
community group with the aim of acting as an umbrella organisation to 
put on an annual culture, arts and leisure festival in the village. This 
year we have retained £1700 to help pay for next year and provided 
the vehicle for other village groups to raise money for their own bene-
fit. BBC Radio Berkshire announced us as one of West Berkshire’s 
premier festivals, which was nice! Thanks to everyone from near & far 
who supported us and thanks to our sponsors & venue owners too. 
Next year’s Stockfest 12th August - 24th August so put those 
dates in your diaries. 
Here are some images from this year’s events. 
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6 THE GRAPEVINE—OCTOBER 2014    

Out & About 
Another Stockfest Watercolour Workshop in January 
We had such fun at the Stockfest Painting Workshop so another 
one has been arranged for Saturday 17 January at The Sutton 
Hall from 10am – 4pm. Several attendees have already booked 
but there are still places available for this class with popular 
artist and teacher Claire Warner. 
Suitable for all abilities; beginners are most welcome and more 
confident students can try out some interesting techniques. 
Claire’s step-by-step approach enables students to complete a 
finished painting on the day. 
Cost will be £34 and includes all painting materials. Bring your 
own packed lunch. Call me on 01488 608762 or 
email jane_batt@btinternet.com for more information.  

Jane Batt 

  
Stockcross Two O’clock Crowd 
A big thank you to Viv and Roy Lovell for entertaining us in July 
at their lovely gardens in Bagnor and  to Viv and Angela Paint-
ing for the ‘spread’ which was sumptuous as always. Not only 
were the gardens glorious to see but a large group of us en-
joyed a leisurely walk there from Stockcross via the River Lam-
bourne footpath. It was a wonderful afternoon. 

The STOCC contribution to the Stockfest programme was Alix 
Booth’s ‘History of Punch and Judy’ as told by the puppets. Alix 
had us in stitches with her humorous comments on life, death 
and politics through the centuries culminating, topically, with 
Alex Salmond wearing his ‘coronation’ robes! 
Specialists from our local Waitrose visited us in September. We 
learnt about their individual experiences since working for 
Waitrose and the involvement that the ‘partners’ have in some 
local charities as part of the Community Matters scheme. They 
also told us about their products and answered quite a few 
questions. We were then invited to taste from an interesting and 
varied selection of cheeses including a sea-salted butterscotch 
wensleydale! 
We have a couple of coach trips coming up as well as some 
interesting speakers so do come along to any of our meetings - 
details are on the village notice board and in the Coming Events 
section of The Grapevine – you are all welcome. 

Munro Challenge Completed 

This summer saw the completion of a 30 year challenge 
when Mike Merchant climbed his final Munro.   
A Munro is a Scottish mountain of 3000ft or more (914.4 
metres).  In typical style, he did not tell his companion of 
the day that this was his final Munro, and it was several 
days before he confessed.  Mike has been doggedly tick-
ing off the 282 Munros, frequently having to give up an 
attempt because of poor weather.  When he was asked 
how he would like to celebrate his 60th birthday, he replied 
“by climbing the In Pin ( Sgurr Dearg’s Inaccessible Pinna-
cle  on Skye).  Assisted by Gill and  Rich on a cold day in 
April 2006, he reached the top of the climb to celebrate 
before abseiling off.  Mike says he can now concentrate on 
climbing without the pressure of the Munro list. 
 
Stockcross Tennis Club 
The final refurbishment of the tennis courts finally hap-
pened early in the summer. Last year rain stopped the re-
painting, but now the courts have had their top-dressing of 
new paint and look really smart. 
 
Unfortunately we were unable to run the planned tennis 
coaching sessions owing to a lack of suitable coaches. We 
hope that next year we will be able to find someone to run 
the sessions 
 
Brenda Palmer 
Mrs Palmer passed away suddenly on September 14th 
2015 aged 87.  
She was a long term resident of Stockcross, her late hus-
band having been chauffeur to Toby Sutton. 
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Church Services 
OCTOBER 
26 CW Holy communion 11am 
 
NOVEMBER 
 2 Family Service 11am 
 2 Downland Group 4pm 
 Commemoration of the  
 Departed at  
 Winterbourne Church  
 9 Remembrance Service 
 10.55am 
23 CW Holy Communion 11am 
30 Downland Group 9.30am 
 Holy Communion  
 at Stockcross Church  
 
DECEMBER 
7 Family Service 11am 
14 CW Holy Communion 11am 
21 Carol Service 6pm 
24 Crib Service 5pm 
25 Christmas Day 
 Holy Communion 11am 
28 United Benefice HC 9.30am 
 at Peasemore Church 
 
JANUARY 2015 
 4 Family Service 11am 
11 CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
On behalf of St John’s PCC,  I 
would like to thank all who came, 
gave & helped over Stockfest 14. 
Also S&SHA for putting on the 
WW1 Local Lads Exhibition. 

Shirley Wernham 
Churchwarden 

 

Regular Events 
Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  7pm 
Tuesday Baby & Toddler Group 
  village hall 9.30am  
  Yoga at  Village Hall 6 pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 10.15 & 
  11.15 pm   
Thursday  Bridge Club at  
  Lord Lyon from 7.30pm 
Friday  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
   1.30pm 
   Coffee morning at 
   Newdale Court 10.30  
Sunday Tennis at Rec morning  
  

Monthly 
 
1st Wednesday Quiz at Lord Lyon8pm 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book Group 
   at Lord Lyon 8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meeting 

 
All events at the Sutton Hall unless 

otherwise specified 
  

OCTOBER 
29 STOCC 2pm  
 
NOVEMBER 
9 SASHA Book launch 12.30pm 

(See article) 
12 Knitwits 7- 9pm Small Hall 
15 Christmas Craft Fair 
 11am-4pm £1 entry 
19 STOCC Coach Trip to  
 Imperial War Museum £15 
22 Well Being Workshop   
 (see article)  
26 STOCC  2pm 
 
DECEMBER 
4 Panto 7pm Tickets £6 
5 Panto 7pm Tickets £6 
6 Panto 7pm Tickets £6 
10 Knitwits 7pm - 9pm SH 
17 STOCC Christmas Lunch   
 Lord Lyon, Stockcross 
21 Children’s party 2 - 4pm 
21 Christmas Drinks at the  
 Village Hall 7pm 

  

Coming Events 
 

Wednesday 29 October 
2 – 4pm at The Sutton Hall 

‘Our Place in Spain’ 
an illustrated talk 

Sarah and Mike Russell will be sharing 

with us their experiences  

building in southern Spain  

Cost £3 includes refreshments 

 

Wednesday 19 November 
Coach trip to  

The Imperial War Museum 

Coach leaves Kintbury Station 8.45am, 

Stockcross 9am. Home by 5pm 

Cost £15 pp includes coach, and driver’s tip  

Contact: Viv Wilson 01635 523963  

 

Wednesday 26 November 
2 – 4pm at The Sutton Hall 

WW1 Local Lads and S&SHA 

A talk by Janey Hawkins  

about the work of  

Stockcross and Surroundings Historical 

Association 

Cost £3 includes refreshments 

 

Tuesday 2nd December 
Coach Trip to Cardiff 

Leaves Stockcross 8.30am Cost £16 

 ring Merle for details 01488 658345 

 

Wednesday 17th December 
Christmas Lunch 

Lord Lyon, Stockcross 
Contact Angela: 01488 657384  

for details 

 

 

 

ALL WELCOME -BRING A FRIEND 

AND HELP US KEEP THIS GROUP 

GOING 

Call Viv: 01635 523963 

Or Jane: 01488 608762 

 

 

 
Mobile Library visits  

To Stockcross  
Village Hall       12pm to 12.45pm 
Bayford House   1.50 to 2.35pm 
 

NOV DEC JAN 

20 11 22 

   

Stockcross  
Christmas Get together  

at 
The Sutton Hall  

Sunday 21st  December 
7pm  

(Free Entry) 
(After the Church Carol Service) 

 
Meet the neighbours  

 
• Hot dogs, mince pies  
• Free first drink 

 



 

8 THE GRAPEVINE—OCTOBER 2014    

Stockcross Sports Pavilion  
No doubt you will all have seen the report in the NWN that the 
plan by Speen Parish Council to build a new pavilion on the Rec 
has been shelved. There have been several attempts over the 
years to provide toilets and changing rooms on the Rec but all 
have fallen through. The project had divided opinion within the 
village and it seems we will have to continue to rely on the gen-
erosity of  Linda & Monty Mason to provide some facilities for 
village hall events for the foreseeable future. Thanks to them 
both. There is evidently some money available from the failed 
project which is likely to be used to upgrade existing facilities. 
Suggestions include seating, swings for older children and up-
grading the car park. The latter is long overdue with cars regu-
larly  parked along the B4000 restricting the view of local resi-
dents trying to exit their drives.  
Green Borrow Bag Scheme 
Speen PC have received a bag of sports equipment which can 
be hired for use on the Rec.  Cost of hire is free but there is a 
£5 refundable deposit. Access to the equipment can be made 
via Keith Phillips 01488 608249  

Christmas Craft & Gift Fair 
At 

The Sutton Hall 
Saturday November 15th  

11am to 4pm 
Fill those stockings! 

 
Unique craft stalls to browse 

Light lunches & afternoon tea available 
 

Entry £1 

Stockfest 


