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Make a Date with the  
Stockcross Calendar 2010 

In September a competition 
was held to select photo-
graphs to be used to create a 

village calendar.  

There were some fantastic 
entries voted on by all who 
attended the judging and here 

is the end result.  

Regrettably not all the win-
ning photographs could be 
used because of the printer’s 
requirements but a full list of 
the original winners is noted 

on page 8. 

 

They make great stocking fillers for Christmas and all proceeds will 
go towards funding a children’s event at the village hall. The judging 
morning alone raised £130 which helped fund the Children’s Christ-

mas party on December 6th. 

They cost £5 and are available now from 

• The Rising Sun, 
• The village shop, 
• Wingle (AK and James' house, call first 01488 608 357) 

You can also buy one at the Christmas Get Together at the Sut-
ton Hall on Sunday 20th December 7pm– 8.30pm. 

Thanks to AK for organising the whole thing. 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 
June 2009 No:70 

 

Current Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
1
st
 September 2008 

 Small Large Both 

 Hall Hall Halls 
Resident 5.00 7.50 10.00 

Non resident 8.00    12.00 15.00 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

• Pantomime Pictures 
 

• Open Gardens 2010 
 

• Nature Notes 
 

• New Hall Committee 
 

STOP PRESS 

This year’s Panto has raised at least £2000 for the 
Sutton Hall. Many thanks to all our sponsors : 
The Sutton Estates, Speen Parish Council, West 
Berks Brewery and to Vodafone and Barclays plc 
under their £ for £ scheme. 
In addition to all named helpers  we have had 
much help from many individuals.  
On behalf of the Hall committee and all involved,  
Please accept this as a personal thank you. 
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Well here we are again, despite a very well organised 
campaign to bow out of being Chairman & Vice, Steve and 
the MBB are back. Thanks to every body that has put their 
faith in Steve and myself. We will try to do better this year, 
but I must make it clear that this will definitely be our last 
year, what we really want is fresh “YOUNG BLOOD”, so 
all you younger generation in the village come and get 
involved.  Lets make it a village to be proud of. We need to 
keep this lovely village hall open for the next generation.  
 
Talking of things to be proud of, did you go to the panto-
mime in the village hall? I got off my death bed to attend 
and was very glad I did, absolutely fantastic. Well done all. 
Gets better every year.  
 
We had the AGM in October which was well attended. It 
could have been the free cheese and wine but we will 
never know. Most of our Committee stayed the same. We 
have one or two new members some old re-
turned.  Thanks to all the retiring members for your help 
and support. Mark Nevitt has now taken over the Treas-
urer’s job. Thanks Mark for persevering.  
 
The Harvest supper was in October as well. A really great 
evening Angela Painting. Top marks to you and your team 
of helpers. I think that’s it really.  
 
On a lighter note I was at the Rising Sun for the after 
panto party, children running about all the luvees doing 
what luvees do,  when an air of silence came over the pub.  
We then found out that Julie had been shut out.  It didn’t 
last, she got back in through another door.  
 
As I was feeling under the weather it meant I wasn’t able 
to perform one of my other engagements. Thank you Glen 
for filling in, I know you like Christmas as much as me. 
 
That’s it from the Marsh Benham Boy. Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year to You All  

 

Brian G Palmer 
  

 
Magazine Feature 
 
If you like old cars then watch out for articles in Classic & 
Sports Car Magazine and Morris Minor Monthly that will 
feature Steve Kirby and his Morris Minor pick-up. You 
know, the one that has a  West Berkshire Brewery livery. 

 The Sutton Hall – Registered Charity No 1071688 
Accounts for 12 months ending 30th June 2009 

Temporary Treasurers report 
I am very sorry but I haven’t finished the accounts for the 
period 1st July 2008 to 30th June 2009. 
What I can say is we have had a very busy year with book-
ings mounting to £13894.00 approx 
We spent £14740 on repairs & maintenance on the up-
keep of the hall which included £9810 on the new store 
cupboard for which we received a grant for £3855 from 
vibrant Villages. 
Repairs and maintenance to the caretakers cottage cost 
over £6000 to put it back into a liveable condition for the 
new caretakers. 
The Pantomime received a grant of £500 from Greenham 
Trust. We also received £2590 in donations and sponsor-
ships mainly from Vodaphone. A full set of accounts will be 
made available as soon as they have been completed. 
 
Events 
Pantomime £1163.47 
Cook Book      828.50 
Cricket Carnival      295.60 
Harvest Supper      232.60 
John Kirkpatrick      938.62 
 
Bank Accounts on 30/06/09 
Deposit account £7209.43 
Current Account   3465.95 
Cash       44.57 
 Brian G Palmer 
 
Berkshire Village Hall Conference 

The Sutton Hall 
played host to 
this year’s con-
fe rence  a t -
tended by com-
mittee members 
of halls all over 
Berkshire.  
Richard Benyon 
opened the day 
which was then 

taken up with presentations and discussions about fund-
ing, licensing, recruiting volunteers and how to go green. 
We are the only hall in West Berkshire to have a Hallmark 
award. 
 
Fundraiser 
Thanks to Maureen and Tony Early for a great evening at 
the hall in November that raised around £250 for the 
“Make a Wish” children’s charity. Now that Tony isn’t retir-
ing can we do it all again when he does please? 
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OUT AND ABOUT 
Stockcross Two O’clock Crowd (STOCC) 

We held a special re-
membrance of the war 
years at our September 
meeting and most of us 
brought along interest-
ing memorabilia to 
show and discuss: fam-
ily photographs, ration 
books, newspapers, 
and a lamp which was 
lit so we could sit in 
‘blackout’ and eat our 
‘wartime’ tea. Vera Lynn 
(number 1 in the current album chart! ) was singing and a 
very jolly time was had by all. Those who lived through the 
war all had very different tales to tell of their own experi-
ences both in battle and on the Home front. 
In October Sue Vandyk and Catherine came to discuss the 
possibilities of holding an Open Gardens in Stockcross 
next summer. They explained how it could work from the 
point of view of owners, organisers and visitors. It was a 
most useful and interesting discussion which produced an 
enthusiastic response to the event. 
The November meeting was held a week early as several 
from our group went to London with the Kintbury KEWIS to 
shop or to visit the Geffrye Museum for a festive lunch.  
Our final event of the year was the Christmas lunch, on 16 
December, at Wormstall. All 36 attendees were very grate-
ful to Angela for organising it all especially as she has 
been very poorly recently. 
For 2010, plans are in progress for ‘Desert Island Discs’, a 
garden party, trips to Vale of Evesham in apple blossom 
time and a vineyard in September. Do join us for any 
meetings or trips which interest you, notices will be on the 
notice board outside the hall giving contact details. 

Monday Painting at Speen 
If you enjoy painting and would like to join a small friendly 
group of artists of all abilities, there is a welcome for you at 
Speen Parish Hall on Monday afternoons between 1 and 
4pm (dates below). Artists take whatever they want to 
work on – and in any medium. There isn’t a teacher but 
friendly help and advice is on hand if you want it. It is part 
of Newbury Art Group’s Programme of events (annual 
membership £20) and the additional cost for each meeting 
is £1 to cover teas. Speen Hall is very close, at this end of 
Speen Lane. You might like to pop to see for yourself what 
is happening, several local people have already joined us 
this way!  Meetings are generally on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Mondays of each month and the coming dates are: Janu-
ary 18, 25, February 8, 15, 22, March 8, 15, 22, 29. 
Call Pearl: 01635 580584 or Tony: 01488 658311 for fur-
ther details or just turn up. 
 
Lap Top Courses At The Sutton Hall 
Starting on January 11th a 6 week basic computer course 
will be held at the Sutton Hall on Monday afternoons be-
tween 2pm and 4pm. This is being run by West Berkshire 
Council  who supply the laptop computers and a tutor for a 
very reasonable cost to the individual participants.  This 
first course is already fully booked but if successful others 
may follow. Any one interested in joining future courses 
please contact Viv Wilson 01635 523963 for more details. 
 
TOFFS Bridge Group 
Our bridge club has booked the village hall on Fridays 
1.30 pm - 4.30 pm, commencing 8th January next.  We 
hope to play every Friday throughout the year, with breaks 
at Easter and over the xmas/new year period.  We have 
been using the club house at Donnington Valley Golf Club 
but an increase in numbers has required us to seek a lar-
ger venue. We currently have 27 members and call our-
selves the TOFFs Friday Bridge Club. 
 

Brian Hill 
 

 
From Speen Parish Council minutes Nov 2009 
See Website or notice boards for full minutes 
 
BT kiosk Stockcross remove or adopt After discussion it 
was decided to keep it. 
 
Speen have obtained a 50K Playbuilder  grant to improve 
their Rec. More funds will be available from the same 
source next year and Stockcross are urged to apply for 
funds  for a new pavilion  at our Rec. 
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STOCKCROSS PANTO PLAYERS  IN ALADDIN DECEMBER 3,4,5 3009 
December is definitely the right time for the village panto. This year’s three performances sold out early and it seems that those who came 
along were not disappointed.  “I haven’t laughed so much in ages a brilliant panto” was one quote.  Certainly all the cast and crew had lots of 
fun over the 3 month build up to the performances.  It is no small feat for such a small village to put on this scale of entertainment but because 
of everyone's determination and commitment and  (dare I say ) talent we done it! 
Although the cast take the glory the unsung heroes are behind the scenes. Jay Chandler created most of the costumes which were magnifi-
cent. Bob John, Jean Wallis and Jane Batt created the splendid sets.  Stephen Blackmore took control of the props. Anna Gillings sorted out 
the sound effects and music. Karen & Simon Reed worked hard as stage managers. With lots of youngsters in the cast all of whom had several 
costume changes Sarah Ching and Sheelagh Brown had their work cut out chaperoning but by heck they did a great job.  
So Keith Phillips , it looks like we have to do it all again next year.  Can’t wait can you? VW 

Aladdin ,Georgie Hunt) and Princess So-Posh ,Sophie Reed. The Foreign Legion, L to R Nick Drewe & Keith Phillips 

Pekin Kids: Max Hersh, Danielle Reed, Natasha Squire,  Georgia 
Brown, Grace Shepherd and Amber Richards 

Geni of the Lamp Anna Gillings 

Geni of the Ring, Max Hersh 

Arabanazer’s Newphews: Ann Drewe, Stephen Blackmore and 
Tina Stapleton. 

Twankey & Wishee What a mess! 
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Swanki-Poo, Chelsea ford and Evil Abanazer, Glen Glenister 

Handmaidens: Amber Richards, Natasha Squire, Georgia 
Brown and Danielle Reed 

Abanazer, Wishee Washee: Viv Wilson, Pekin Pete: Louis 
Spencer, Widow Twankey: Helen Bonner, Aladdin and Skippy: 
Danielle Reed 

Swanki-Poo, Aladdin, Princess So-Posh, Emperor: Louis 
Spencer and Grand Vizier: Nick Drewe. 

 

IT’S ALL OVER. WELL DONE EVERYONE! 
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STOCKCROSS 

CE AIDED PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Sports Report 

There have been a number of fixtures the past couple of weeks. 

The junior and senior football teams have notched up twenty goals 

in eight games while the netball team played their first fixture last 

week against Chieveley school.  

 

Pupil Takeover 

Children will be ran the school last Friday as part activities to sup-

port Children in Need! In return for sponsorship School Council and 

Year Six took over duties of staff members for part of the day.  

 

Remembrance 

Mrs Watt’s class led a powerful service of Remembrance at Boxford 

church for the school community with poems, pictures, readings and 

the playing of the Last Post. Thanks go to Mrs Watts and her class 

for their thoughtful planning of this event. Mr Hunt laid a wreath on 

behalf of pupils and staff at the Sunday Remembrance service at 

Stockcross church. 

 

What was God Doing?’ 

Our collective worship theme this term explores God’s plans and 

purposes as revealed in the people and events in the Christmas 

story 

 Bazaar Time of Year 

The Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 28 Nov 1-3pm was a great suc-

cess. Well attended the event matched last year’s total income 

which is impressive considering the changed economic climate. We 

are grateful to all who came to support the school. 

Ugly Sisters 

Panto season came early to Stockcross CE Primary when the Ugly 

Sisters Theatre Company performed a sister’s eye version of Cin-

derella! Thank you to the PTFA for funding this event. 

New Children 

The school has enjoyed three visits to date this term from children 

who are starting school in January. 

Nativity Play 

We hope those Local residents who joined us for the performance 

on Monday 7th December enjoyed the afternoon. 

Nathan Hunt  

Headmaster 

Nature notes     
The clocks have gone back and I have found hibernating 
hedgehogs in my garden. Time I did likewise! 
 
I know the prospect of winter is grim, but it has been a 
lovely warm autumn and the trees have coloured with 
glorious abandon. So much so it is  a joy to drive down 
the motorways and even the A34, (despite road works) 
this, especially, since so many new trees were planted 
when it was built. 
 
I now have my resident pheasant back  in the garden 
strutting his stuff and calling loudly every morning - I love 
him! There are also  wonderful groups of  long tail tits, 
great tits, blue tits and coal tits that have banded to-
gether in clouds working their way through the woods.  
The redwings have arrived also and together with the 
pigeons and collared doves are busy stripping the holly 
berries so that there will be none left for Christmas. All 
the berries have usually gone by mid November. 
 

We were told that it was a very good 
year for spiders and it certainly was - 
their beautiful webs were everywhere. 
May I ask everyone who is not com-
pletely freaked out by spiders to keep 
an eye open for a bit of a monster. I 
found one on my shed and was quite 
horrified for a while as it looked just like 
a black widow . When I did get round to 

identifying it there was nothing to be alarmed about as it 
was the False Black Widow and is non poisonous. You 
can look it up on  the internet, go to Natural History mu-
seum and nature online - spiders The man I eventually 
spoke to is the chief of spiders at the museum and he 
said he has them in his house in Reading.! Not sure I 
would want them in my house but I have found  one in 
another shed locally and quite bizarrely under a drain 
cover on the south coast. (Don’t ask!!) They become 
quite large, almost as big as the brown hairy ones that 
frighten you to death in the house but are smooth and 
very black. Do let me know if they are found here. I un-
derstand they have been spreading up from Cornwall 
and the south coast. 
I gather it was not a particularly good year for fungi 
which is a pity given what I would have thought were 
good conditions.  Perhaps they have been very localised 
as I have seen some very good photos on television.    

Janet Scull 
ivor@ivorscull.wanadoo.co.uk    

Lord Lyon Pub 

Arkells Brewery say that 'we have no intention to close the 
Lord Lyon Pub and it will continue to trade'.  No food is 
currently available. 
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AROUND THE VILLAGE 
Stockcross Open Gardens 2010 
 
There has been an encouraging response to the sug-
gestion of a Stockcross Village Open Gardens afternoon 
in 2010 and about eight garden owners have expressed 
an interest.  The current plan is to base the event around 
the Sutton Hall, serve Teas there, have a Plant Stall and 
maybe other stalls and Newbury Symphony Orchestra 
has offered to supply some musicians to play in the 
hall.  It’s also hoped the Church will be open and Mike 
and Shirley have offered to organise various dis-
plays.  Jane Batt has kindly offered to help and to pro-
duce a small decorative map which will be the entrance 
ticket.  The date being considered is Sunday 27th June, 
probably from 2pm to 5.30pm.   
 
It would be very helpful if there could be more gardens – 
remember they don’t have to be large, just well 
loved.  There are some lovely gardens of various sizes 
in the village so please give some serious thought to 
offering yours.  You will find visitors are most apprecia-
tive and it’s a very rewarding experience – the more gar-
dens we can advertise as being open the more visitors 
we will attract.   
 
Please could those people who indicated they would be 
willing to open their garden (and anyone else interested) 
contact Sue Vandyk on 01488 608810 or at 
susan@vandyk.co.uk so that addresses etc. can be con-
firmed. 
 
70th birthday  
Past and present residents of Stockcross and Marsh 
Benham all returned to the Rising Sun to celebrate with 
Valerie Wood neé Hutt whose family lived at 101 Marsh 
Benham. Son Simon and his family are still in Stock-
cross. 

Life at The Sun 

We would like to thank everybody who turned out to 
our conker tournament back in October. The school 
uniforms were superb and the support on the day man-
aged to raise £85.00 for the dogs trust at Hampstead 
Marshall. We will  be putting together a Christmas box 
to be shared between  The Dogs Trust and Trindle-
down Farm Animal Rescue Centre at Great Shefford, if 
you have any old blankets, towels, toys or spare dog / 
cat food, biscuits or treats please pop it into us.  
Another thank you for raising £98.81p for the poppy 
appeal.   
Life at the Rising Sun never slows down,  we are busily 
getting ready for Christmas and new year! Here are 
some dates to add to your diaries.. 
Christmas Eve Knees up! Come and join us for some 
Carols / Christmas songs round the piano with mince 
pies and mulled wine 
New Years Eve Party - See in 2010 with us 8 - late 
more details to follow. 
Christmas opening times will be  -  
Christmas Day - 12 - 2pm 
Christmas day evening - Closed. 
Boxing Day - 12- 3pm 
Boxing Day Evening - Closed. 
New Years Eve - 12 - 3pm  ..... late 
New years Day - 12 - 3pm 
New Years Day Evening - Closed 
NB There is a Christmas card box at the pub 
2010 Events 
Raga Mama Rag - 9th January. 8.30pm start Excellent 
Acoustic blues duo  
Bacuma Boys will be playing at the pub on the last 
Thursday of every month beginning Thursday 28th Jan 
2010. 3 piece acoustic band. 
Looking forward to the festivities and hope to see you.  

Glen & Kelly 



 

8 THE GRAPEVINE—DECEMBER 2009 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regular Weekly Events 

   When  What   Where 

Tuesdays 6.30-8pm Yoga   Sutton Hall  
 

Thursdays 7.30-10.45pm Bridge Club  Lord Lyon 
 

 

Fridays 1.30-4.30pm TOFFS Bridge  Sutton Hall 
 

Sundays  Evenings Open Mic night  Rising Sun 
 

Daily   Snooker & Billiards Club  Sutton Hall 
 

If you would like an event included in the listings please contact Grape-

vine on 01635 523963 or e-mail vc.wilson@btinternet.com 

 

HARVEST SUPPER 2009 
Here are a couple of photos taken at this year’s Harvest Supper. It was great to see some new 
faces amongst the regulars.  Gerry Thurget brought the evening to a close after a very good meal 
provided by villagers. 
For those who came to the panto the rumour is that next year  Abanazer may entertain us!! 

New Management Committee for Sutton Hall 2009/10 

Brian Palmer Chairman 
Steve Kirby Vice Chairman 
Mark Nevitt Treasurer 
Peter Dawson Minute Secretary 
David Seaton  Health & Safety 
Ros Kitson Web Site  
Viv Wilson Grapevine 
Others: 
Linda Mason Ernie Preece  
Angela Painting  Sarah Ching 
Sue Vandyk Bob John  
Denise Lewington James Leigh 
Rosemary Scarlett Roger Thomas 
Ron Cummings Maureen Early 
 
Caretaker: Jay Chandler 
Trustees: Jonathan Russell:  
 Keith Phillips:  Ken Sullivan 

Church  
Services 

  
DECEMBER 
20 Carol Service 6pm 
24 Crib Service 5pm 
25 Parish Communion 11am 
27 United Benefice 10am  

 
JANUARY 
10 Parish Communion 9.30am 
17 Parish Communion 11am 
24 Morning Prayer 11am 
31 United Benefice 10am  
 

Stockcross photo competition 
Result 

January A.K. Nissen 
February Mike Merchant 
March Sheelagh Brown 
April Andrew Gill 
May  Sheelagh Brown 
June Jane Batt 
July Daphne Foster 
August A.K Nissen 
September Mike Merchant 
October  Mike Merchant 
November  Arthur Wallis 

TREASURE HUNT WINNERS 

Charlie Goodenough 
Alexander Lees 

Both scored 28 points 


