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Panto Players Return 
The script has been chosen, the players cast and the 
scenery is being painted as I write.  

This year’s panto is ALADDIN with a modern twist that 
includes a widow selling holidays, a used animal sales-
man, a Chinese camel, a villain after a magic lamp that 
houses a Geni , a chap stupid enough to get it for him 
and the lovely princess who wants to marry the chap.  

Your neighbours young and old will once again be Sing-
ing, Acting, Dancing (Acronym SAD) for your amuse-
ment and delight. Keith Phillips is directing and Viv Wil-
son producing this annual bout of insanity that is called 
THE VILLAGE PANTO! 

The cast have learnt their lines ..well almost! ( Well I say 
almost we haven’t started rehearsing yet.) The back-
stage team have umm...been backstage and by DE-
CEMBER, yes before Christmas, it will all come together 
for your festive entertainment (it’s what’s known as alter-
native comedy—there is no alternative!) 

Performances are planned for Thursday 3rd, Friday 4th 
and Saturday 5th December 7pm. (We may fit in a mati-
nee not sure yet) Tickets will be £6 each and on sale 
from mid October. This is the hottest ticket in Stock-
cross.( Actually it’s the only ticket in Stockcross but let’s 
not nitpik) So put the dates in your diary and support 
your local theatricals. You know you want to! Oh yes you 
do!!!! VFW 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

September 2009 No:71 
 

Current Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
1
st
 September 2008 

 Small Large Both 

 Hall Hall Halls 
Resident 5.00 7.50 10.00 

Non resident 8.00    12.00 15.00 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

• Potato Growing Results 
 

• Cricket match report 
 

• What’s On 

CRICKET Summary Scorecard  
For full review see back page 

Stockcross Gentlemen 104 for 5 25 Overs 

Martin 13 Tom 5-4-8-4 

Malcolm 12 Dave C 5-0-14-1 

Gary 24 John 4-2-14-0 

Imago 66 all 
out 

20.1 Overs 

Nick W 12 Rich’d 2-0-13-3 

Dave C 12 Gary 2-0-3-2 

Tom 14 Glen 3-0-7-2 
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Three months have gone by since I wrote my last report 
well doesn’t the time fly.  Summer came on the day of the 
cricket probably thanks to VFW; a very good day was had 
by all, I think as I was only there right at the end. Stock-
cross won again well done. Thanks to everyone, especially 
to Linda for organising the event, Ken & Denise for their 
bookstall and tom bola and Viv for the summer raffle. 
Charlie did the weighing for the potato growing competition 
surprisingly though he didn’t win.  
Jay, Daniel and Family have been working very hard on 
the outside of the Sutton Hall everything is looking good 
especially the window boxes thank you all. The next event 
for the hall will be the harvest super on the 3rd October, if 
you haven’t been before its well worth coming along for 
some really good cuisine, I could quite possibly be making 
my cow pie but you will never know if you don’t come and 
see. On the 21st October 7.30pm is the Sutton Hall AGM, 
come along have some cheese and wine, meet the com-
mittee. We will be looking for new Committee Members so 
if you have got some spare time come and help keep this 
beautiful village hall open as the saying goes “USE IT OR 
LOSE IT”. I’m hoping Mark will stay on as Treasurer as it’s 
down to me that he has only just started. Steve and myself 
will be standing down as Chair & Vice so if you fancy hav-
ing ago come along and put yourself forward. I have en-
joyed my year as Chairman and would like to thank every-
body for their support through out the last year. Well I think 
that’s it from the Marsh Benham Boy so thank you all and 
good bye. 
 

Brian G Palmer 
(Mr Chairman) 

 

 

 

 

HARVEST SUPPER –  

SATURDAY 3rd OCTOBER -

7.30pm 

Do not miss this annual village 

 get together 
We will be enjoying our usual high standard of homemade 
fare with a bit of entertainment thrown in. Tickets are now 
on sale at £3.00 for villagers and £7.50 for guests. We 
expect a sell out as usual so please buy your tickets early 
so as not to be disappointed.  Tickets are on sale at the 
shop.  
 

OPEN GARDENS 2010? 
The Sutton Hall Committee is always looking for new ways 
to raise funds for the maintenance and improvement of the 
facilities of the Hall and also to do so in a way that involves 
and benefits the whole village.  I believe a village Open 
Gardens afternoon would be a good idea and wonder is 
there  anyone in Stockcross who would be willing to open 
their garden for one Sunday afternoon?  Your garden 
doesn’t have to be large and you don’t have to have an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of plants, just a well-loved gar-
den that you would be prepared to open to the public for 
one Sunday afternoon at the end of June next year.   Teas 
could be served in the village Hall and music to accom-
pany them would be provided by some members of the 
Newbury Symphony Orchestra.  We would charge about 
£3 per person which would entitle visitors to visit all of the 
gardens.  I think we would need about six gardens in total 
and I would, of course, open Stockcross House garden. 
 
I will, as usual, be opening our garden at the end of May 
under the National Garden Scheme but 75% of our takings 
goes to the NGS and the rest to one charity of my 
choice.  By opening our gardens independently we can 
keep 100% of the monies for the benefit of the village – all 
we need is the gardens! 
If anyone is interested please contact me in the first in-
stance on 01488 608810. 

Susan Vandyk 

  Open invitation to Cheese & Wine 
Followed by the AGM of 

The Sutton Hall 
Management Committee 
Wednesday October 21st  

at 7.30pm for 8pm  
At The Sutton Hall 

Could this be 1951 or a set from Heartbeat?  
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OUT AND ABOUT 
 Enjoy Art? 

 
Local artist Jean Wallis’s work will be exhibited in two 
places this autumn. She is one of the participating artists 
in the exhibition at Arlington Arts, 'IN TO LAND'  it runs 
from Monday 28 September until Friday 21 November see 
further details at www.arlingtonarts.co.uk   
Jean is also showing work at the Watermill Theatre, in the 
fireplace exhibiting area in the restaurant from Fri 18 Sep-
tember to Fri 2 October. 
The Big Draw is coming to the Newbury area as well in 
October and there will several events that folk might enjoy. 
Look out for the launch from the Big Red Bus in Newbury 
on 10 October. For other local events 
see www.thebigdraw.org.uk    
  

STOCC 
 

In June we had our usual tea in the hall but also fitted in a 
trip to Abbey House Gardens in Malmesbury, home of the 
Naked Gardeners (who on the day we went were clothed  
- but only just!). We hired the volunteer bus with driver 
which kept the cost within reason. All agreed it was an 
incredibly beautiful garden full of colour. 

We enjoyed visits to both Lynne Kirby’s and Charlie 
Goodenough’s gardens over the summer and on each 
occasion the weather was awful! Still despite that the tea 
and company were excellent. It was lovely to have Pearl 
Dromgoole with us again too. 
In August we went to Shaw House and were amazed at 
the attention to detail and high standard of the renovation 
of this Grade 1 Elizabethan Manor House that is just down 
the road from Stockcross.  Well worth a visit. 
All are welcome to our meetings and to come along on 
outings that take your fancy.  
 

Nature notes August 2009 
 
So much for BBQ summers 
and ash trees out before 
oaks, as always we just get 
what we get and nobody but 
nobody can tell before hand 
what it will be. 
 
I do find it strange that the 
birds that were singing their hearts out earlier in the year, 
then nesting and feeding young, suddenly vanish from my 
garden. I do not feed them during the summer for various 
reasons but am always delighted when they return as they 
have done. The terrible weather must have had a bearing 
on their behaviour and perhaps there are more insects and 
caterpillars around now because of the damp conditions. 
The swifts are no longer screaming over Stockcross al-
though I think I am seeing  house martins and I  believe 
some are still breeding - somewhat late I fear. 
I have been told of the sighting of a large number of kites 
over a field that was being cut for silage a little while ago. 
There were at least fourteen of them - all hoping for a meal. 
They and the buzzards have been a real success story, for 
the bird watcher at least. When I first came to the village in 
1994 they were a very rare sight. 
 
In the last few  days there has, at last, been some sunny 
weather and that does bring the butterflies out.  Quite a few 
unusual ones have been seen including a small copper, 
skipper and the beautiful dark green fritillary  not to mention 
the stunning red admirals and peacocks. If you are in the 
right place, for instance near a field of clover, you may be 
lucky to see clouds of painted ladies (butterflies!) a wonder-
ful sight. 
 
Bees have been in short supply in my garden despite having 
nectar producing flowers, and I do need them to pollinate 
my beans. 
 
So…. now we wait for the season of mists and mellow fruit-
fulness…. and I for one hope that we have some sort of In-
dian summer as we have had to put up with an English one! 
 
Autumn can be rather a sad time as the days become 
shorter  and things begin to ‘wind down’. However I am sure 
this year we can look forward to a good show of colour from 
the trees, this time, thanks to the weather. 
 

Janet Scull 
ivor@ivorscull.wanadoo.co.uk 
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COMING 

EVENTS 

Church  
Services 

 SEPTEMBER 
13 Parish Communion 9.30am 

 
20 Parish Communion 11am 
 
27 Morning Prayer 11am  

 

OCTOBER 
4 Harvest Festival 6pm  
 
11 Parish Communion 9.30am 
 
18 Parish Communion 11am 
 
25 Morning Prayer 11am  
 

NOVEMBER 
8 Remembrance Service 
 10.55am 
 
15 Parish Communion 11am 
 
22 Morning Prayer 11am 

SEPTEMBER 
 
2 Quiz Rising Sun 8.30pm  
 
26 Photo competition &  
 Treasure Hunt at the hall 
 10.30am 
 
30 STOCC Teas at the Hall  
 2pm £2 
 
OCTOBER  
 
3 Harvest Supper 7.30pm 
 at the hall 
7 Quiz Rising Sun 8.30pm 
 
10 Church Jumble  2pm  
 at the hall 
 
21 Sutton Hall AGM 7.30pm
  
28  STOCC Teas at the Hall  
 2pm £2 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
4 Quiz Rising Sun 8.30pm
  
25 STOCC TBA 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Mobile Library visits to 
Stockcross  
 
Village Hall           1.15 to 1.55pm 
Bayford House     2.00 to 2.40pm 
 

Regular Weekly Events 

When                                      What   Where 

Mondays 8.30pm  Quiz Night   Lord Lyon 
 

Tuesdays 6.30-8pm Yoga   Sutton Hall 
 

Thursdays 7.30-10.45pm Bridge Club  Lord Lyon 
 

 

Sundays  from 8.30am Tennis Club  The Rec 

Sundays  Evenings Open Mic               Rising Sun 
 

Daily   Snooker & Billiards Club  Sutton Hall 
 

If you would like an event included in the listings please contact Grape-

vine on 01635 523963 or e-mail vc.wilson@btinternet.com 

   USEFUL NUMBERS 
Grapevine Editor: Viv Wilson  01635 523963 

                                                  Or e-mail:       vc.wilson@btinternet.com 

The Sutton Hall:             Chairman Brian Palmer 01488 608295 

                                          Bookings Jay Chandler 01488 608769 

                                                   Or e-mail suttonhall642@btinternet.com  

Stockcross Village Store & post office 01488 657602 

The Rising Sun 01488 608131 

The Lord Lyon 01488 608366 

Deanwood Park Golf Course 01635 48772  

Stockcross CE Aided Primary School 01488 608356 

Stockcross Church Wardens Mike Pike 01488 608821 

                                                   Shirley Wernham 01488 608318 

Speen Parish Council                                 e-mail: clerk@speen.gov.uk 

StockcrossTennis Club:            Ian Young 01488 608263 

                                                     Nick Drewe 01488 608332                                                    

Stockcross Bridge Club            Lynne Phillips 01488 608249 

Stockcross 2 O’clock Crowd:  Jane Batt 01488 608762 

Stockcross Billiards & Snooker Club:  

                                          Derek Shailes 01635 44904 

                                          Phil Fry 01635 44134 

Emergency numbers: 

Southern Electric                                                                      0845 770 8090 

Thames Water                                                                0645 200 800 

Church Jumble Sale  
Including auction, teas & raffle 

Saturday October 10
th
 2pm 

At 
The Sutton Hall 

 
If you have jumble to do-
nate please deliver to the 
hall on the morning of the 

sale. Thank you 
****************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
TICKETS FOR ALADDIN 

ON SALE FROM 
MID OCTOBER £6 each 

Sept 
 

Oct Nov 
 

16 7  
28 

18 
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01488 608332                                                      

Treasure hunt & Photo-competition 

Put a cross in the calendar for  
Saturday 26th of September @ The Sutton hall 

between 10.30am to 12.30am 

Come join the village family treasure hunt    
… Come see and vote for the photos in the competition 

Entry fee £1: valid a vote for one picture and refreshment (tea/cake/squash) 
Winner of photo-competition and treasure hunt will be announced at the end. 

Photos to enter the competition  

• Print out to be brought to the village hall between 9-10am, (or delivered to AK Nissen at Wingle , Ermin St latest 25th of September): 

• preferable print out size for judging: Landscape 6x8 inch (15x18cm) 

• On the back, write which month it is to be entered, and your name & email address, so we can contact you if you win. 

•  Requirement: must be available electronic (JPEG or TIFF),  size about 1-2Mb 

No requirement for the photo to be from this year, any year is valid 

 
Would any creative and imaginative people help me set up the treasure hunt and be part of the team that stands for the arrangement 

on Sunday 26th of September?  If so, please contact me on:annekirstine@yahoo.com or Ph: 01488608357 / 07879412068 
If you can bake a cake for the refreshments, please let me know. It would be a big help. 

 
 

MORE PICTURES OF REV SANDS RETIREMENT 

 
With thanks to Colin, Carol and Georgina Arnold for these photos. 
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AROUND THE VILLAGE 
A few people were concerned after seeing the large fire 
engine parked outside Springfield Cottage recently, for-
tunately there was no problem. As I was passing the Fire 
Station in Newbury, I noticed the word Free on a banner, 
which made me call in to investigate, they were offering 
a Free check up also Free installation of new smoke de-
tectors. We only had 2 smoke detectors but when Anne 
saw the three hunky fire-fighters in their uniform she got 
them to fit a total of 5. I would recommend anyone who 
has had their smoke detectors for a few years, to con-
sider this offer by the Fire Service and have new ones 
fitted, the Fire Fighters were so nice and helpful. 
On the subject of the Fire Service, I have been asked a 
few times why I have put up a ‘new’ yellow plaque on the 
front of Springfield Cottage, I explain that it has always 
been there, but it was black on a black beam, so no one 
ever noticed it. I decided to paint it yellow with the face 
and number in black. The plaque was in fact put up by 
Sun Insurance, I have a copy of a Sun Insurance policy 
issued on April 16th 1754 with the policy number of 
140568, exactly the same number as on the plaque, so I 
would assume it was put up by Sun Insurance around 
that date. I understand in those days that if the Fire Ser-
vice was called out, the first thing they would look for 
was the insurance plaque, no plaque and they would let 
the house burn down. I can only assume that the Fire 
Service must have been run as a private company and 
only put out fires if they knew they would be paid for 
their work. I don’t know how long it would take to har-
ness up the horse, walk all the way to Stockcross just to 
walk back if there was no plaque. Still there were around 
5? pubs in Stockcross in those days. 
If anyone has information on the exact origin of these 
plaques and how they worked, I would willing buy them 
a pint in the Rising Sun to learn more about them. 

Ron Cummings 
 
Show Success 
Charlie Goodenough obviously knows his onions 
(beans, carrots, dahlias, roses, you name it) when it 
comes to gardening. He took the overall Runner Up tro-
phy at this year’s Kintbury Show after entering into 40 
different categories. He was only beaten because the 
winner also entered the cookery classes! Charlie, you’ll 
have to bake a cake next time. 
 
Preserve the REC 
That was the overwhelming feeling coming from the pub-
lic at the Speen Parish council meeting in July. If we are 
to have more houses in Stockcross sometime in the fu-
ture we don’t want them on the REC! 

Potato Growing Results 
Of the 55 entries 32 were returned for judging on 6th Au-
gust. A good number we thought. 
Charlie and Shirley were kept busy (and muddy!) most of 
the afternoon emptying the pots and weighing the crop. 

Winner was Ann Cum-
mings with a weight of 
1340g. When asked how 
she did it she referred us to 
husband Ron who actually 
grew them but put Ann’s 
name on it in case there 
weren’t any in the pot! The secret—Horse Manure! 
Runner up was Mick Scarlett with a weight of 1180g and 
a sunflower! (he got confused as to which competition 
was running this year.) 
Junior champion was Holly Wernham with a very re-
spectable 760g.Many thanks to Charlie Goodenough for 
organising the whole thing. Congratulations to all who 
took part. Total weight of potatoes for the village was 
19000g. Individual results are on the hall notice board. 
Shirley Wernham and Charlie weighing the Potatoes 
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AT YOUR LEISURE 
Life At the Sun 

A simply splendid time was had by all at our Beer and 
Blues Festival with 22 different ales, 3 ciders and some of 
the best blues music. All contributed to a lot of big smiles. 
We look forward to doing it all again next year and thanks 
to everyone who helped us out. 

Slowburner turning the heat up on Saturday night. 
(Thanks To Angela Tyler for the pictures) 

 
With monthly music and guest ales it always seems that 
there’s a bit of a festival going on! 
Coming up in early October is our first International 
Conker Competition to raise money for charity. 
Congratulations to Ollie who has left us to fulfil a burning 
ambition and has joined the fire service. You can catch 
him in his uniform and hose in November. 

Glen & Kelly 
Lord Lyon 
 
Gary and Gill have taken on another hostelry, The Crown 
in Marlborough and will relinquish the Lord Lyon in due 
course. 
Meanwhile it’s business as usual. Quiz nights on a Mon-
day, Sunday lunches and Take away fish and Chips all 
continuing. 
 
“I don’t Believe it!” 
RSW, local pest controller, found a wasp nest in his store-
room positioned amongst the anti pest potions. The wasps 
fought a courageous last stand but in the end, as usual,  
lost their sting! 

St Johns Church 
We are pleased to announce that the Rev. John Toogood 
who is the vicar of Chieveley, Winterbourne and Oare will 
take over as Priest in charge of Stockcross and Boxford 
from 1st September 2009.He lives at the vicarage at 
Chieveley with his wife and two young children and can be 
contacted on 01635 247566 if needed . 
You will see by the church services and times that it has 
been necessary to give and take a little to accommodate 
everyone. We hope that it will not inconvenience you too 
much. 
The pattern of services has been designed up to January 
2010. If it works out satisfactorily then hopefully we can 
continue with it. 
In the meantime we welcome John and wish him well with 
the challenge he has taken on. Please note that his ser-
vice with us on the 13th September will be at 9.30am and 
not 11am. 

Mike Pike & Shirley Wernham 
Church Wardens 

Golf Society Hit Silver 
After a few drinks at the bar it seemed like a good idea. 25 
years later The Rising Sun Golf Society is still going 
strong. John Hayward, landlord at the time of its inaugura-
tion and original Chairman, returned to play in the recent 
commemorative match. Richard Martin is still treasurer 
after 25 years and we understand Ron Cummings is about 
to become the next chairman.  
 
All The World’s a Stage 
Since performing in Cinderella two years ago several vil-
lagers are spreading their acting wings and taking to the 
stage. Louis Spencer has performed at the Watermill 
Theatre and Stephen Blackmore regularly performs and 
assists in  the Hungerford Community Theatre plays and 
musicals. Keith Phillips  has performed for KATS in sev-
eral productions and this autumn is appearing as Doc in 
the NOMADS production of West Side Story. All this whilst 
directing this years village panto! 
 
Flashing Signs 
Does anyone know where the OFF switch is on the VAS 
sign? It’s been flashing all summer. 
 
DELIVERER WANTED 
Is there anyone willing to deliver The Grapevine quarterly 
to Hoe Benham (about 17 copies) ?  If not then from De-
cember 2009 there will be no delivery to houses there. 
Spare copies can be collected from The Post Office or 
i s s u e s  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  o n l i n e  a t 
www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
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A View from the wicket 

An early August weekend, a freshly mown wicket, and 22 fine physical specimens. This was the scene at Headingly for the 4th Test Match against 
Australia......Meanwhile, at the Rec, the 3rd annual Stockcross Gentlemen v Imago cricket match was taking place. Could Imago put aside the 
previous two years defeats and put Stockcross to the sword? Would the rain hold off long enough so that the score sheet didn't get wet, and more 

importantly, would the tea be up to it's usual fantastic standard 

Stockcross won the toss and elected to bat. But before the end of the first over, Andrew was back in the pavilion for a duck. The next two wickets 
fell quickly leaving Stockcross on 10 for 3 after just 5 overs. Malcolm and Matt batted positively with a Boycotesque Martin to take the score to 62 
for 5. With only a handful of overs left, Martin sportingly offered to retire to allow Richard to bat with Gary, which enabled the score to accelerate to 

the final total of 104 for 5. The last wicket putting on 42 

Tea. 

It's really difficult to drag yourself back onto the cricket field when such a magnificent spread has been put on by the Stockcross WAGs. The home 
made and beautifully fresh sandwiches, sausage rolls, and cakes of all types and sizes, made you want to return to the table for seconds and 

thirds. But reluctantly, the umpires called time and Stockcross and Imago took the field to resume the battle. 

Things started very well for Imago, making 21 in quick time without loss. Would this be Imago's year? Graham and Glen had other ideas and dis-
missed Nick W (12), Ian Vickarage (8) and Nick P (0), without a single run being scored. Imago regrouped with the positive batting of Dave C and 
Tom. They took the score to 38 before another clatter of 3 wickets left Imago on 38 for 6. Tom batted on but no one in the lower order could stay 
with him. Eventually the final wicket fell with the score on 66. Stockcross had won by 38 runs in a low scoring match. Martin was Man of the Match 

for Stockcross and Tom Man of the Match for Imago. 

Well done to everyone who took part in whatever capacity. It's not just about the 22 blokes on the field, but also the preparation of the wicket, put-
ting out the chairs, setting up the tables, baking the cakes, making the sandwiches, pouring the beer, preparing and manning the stalls, organising 
the raffle, heckling the umpires and scorers, and everyone who turned up to support this great afternoon. This event gets better and better every 
year. Especial thanks to Linda and Monty Mason for opening their house to us all.  If anyone has still got some of Linda’s plates she would 
like them back! Please just drop them (metaphorically speaking) outside her house if no one is in.  

England winning the Ashes has inspired our Gentlemen’s Eleven to accept a new challenge from another team. Match to be played September 

13th. Meanwhile, so we hear (who couldn’t!),  the “Barmy Army” recruits have been practising their harmonies in celebration of the England win. 

Well played! 

The Triumphant Stockcross Gentlemen 2009 

Back Row: Andrew Gill, Malcolm Sanday, Richard Stapleton, Glen Glenister, Ernie Preece, Monty Mason, Mick Scarlett,  
Second Row: Martin Hasker, Ollie Highton, Graham Smith,(Capt) Gary boardman, Matt Day. 

At the front are umpires Jonathan Lewis and Jamie Leigh 

Stockcross Gentlemen won by 38 runs 


