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New to the Village? - We all were once! 
We do hope you enjoy living in this vibrant village and will support our events, groups and businesses.  
There’s usually something going on and there are various means of finding out  what and when. Don’t wait to be asked just come 
along and join in you’ll be most welcome. 
 
Noticeboards 
There is a village notice board in the garden of the post office.  The village hall has a notice board. Speen Parish Council has a notice 
board on the junction of the B4000 and Church Road. 
Websites 
www.suttonhallstockcross.org.uk - village hall 
www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk - village history group 
www.stockfest.co.uk - website for annual village festival 
www.stockcrossschool.org.uk - school website 
www.westberks.gov.uk - West Berks Council 
www.deanwoodpark.co.uk - golf club 
www.speenpc.org.uk - the parish council 
www.uknags.org.uk/view_group.php?nag=18  Speen Neighbourhood Action Group 
www.pennypost.org.uk -  Online community news for West Berkshire 
 
Publications 
There is a Church magazine published monthly that can be purchased from the village shop.  
Our church warden is Shirley Wernham on 01488 608318. 
The Grapevine is published quarterly in January/ April/ July and October. Produced and paid for by the village hall and delivered free 
to your door. Submit articles to vc.wilson@btinternet.com or phone 01635 523963. 
Newbury Weekly News published Thursdays weekly 
 
Facebook pages/groups 
Stockcross Village 
Stockcross Culture, Music & Arts Festival 
Stockcross Panto Players 
Stockcross Knitwits 
Stockcross Village Store 
Other contacts: 
Stockcross Tennis club - Nick Drewe 01488 608332 
Stockcross Bridge Club- Lynne Phillips 01488 608249 
Stockcross Billiards & Snooker Club - Derek Shailes  01635 44904 
Stockcross 2 O’clock Crowd - Jane Batt 01488 608762 
Accoustic Music at Lord Lyon- Andrew Gill  e mail aharrygill2000@yahoo.co.uk 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

January 2015 No:92 

All the information is out there, please take some time to check it out. Be seeing you! 
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At the AGM I was voted in as chair of The Sutton hall Management Committee. I have served 
on the committee before but I only rejoined a year ago and so after “twisting his arm” Ron 
Cummings, an ex chair, agreed to become joint chair with me. 
It’s over 20 years since I moved into the village where, together with my husband Tim, we ran 
the village post office and shop for 17 years before selling up and retiring to Sunflower Cot-
tage. 
Before I turn over the calendar for the new year I would like to thank Sarah Russell for an 
excellent job as chair over the last 3 years and Rachel Thistlethwaite for organising the chil-
dren’s Christmas party, great fun was had by all including Father Christmas.  A huge thank 
you to Sheelagh Brown and Stockcross Panto Players for another brilliant pantomime. It was 
lovely to see many new to the village at the Christmas drinks party and thanks go to David 
Seaton for putting together the slide show.  I know we have many keen amateur photogra-
phers out there so, camera at the ready, village pictures for next year please. 

      As we move into 2015 we plan to continue with our maintenance programme for the hall and in the coming weeks our new web-
site will go live where you will be able to check availability and make a provisional booking for the hall and keep up to date on all vil-
lage events. 
Just a few dates for your diaries:   
Jumble Sale 7th February : during Stockfest 15 a North vs South (of the B4000) village day will be held on August Bank Holiday Mon-
day: Harvest Supper 3rd October  and a Halloween party for all ages on Saturday 31st October. 
Although we are more than happy to recruit new members to the committee you don’t have to be a member to organise a village 
function. If just like Rachel and Sheelagh you have any events you would like to organise in the village please come and speak to us. 
We will support you in maintaining our vibrant village life. 
Ron and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and prosperous 2015 

Angela Tyler 

New Man at the Helm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Winn was appointed by the Sutton family last August to 
take on the role of manager of the Benham Estate, following 
Jonathan Russell’s move to the Cowdray Estate in Sussex. Alex 
was formerly the Assistant Agent at Hatfield House, the seat of 
the Marquess of Salisbury, and prior to that, a land agent with 
Strutt & Parker. Alex, his wife Hilary and their one-year-old 
daughter Georgiana are bedding in well at Benham and grateful 
for the warm welcome extended by everyone. 
 
The Estate own the freehold of the Sutton Hall and in  his role 
as Estate manager Alex also becomes a trustee of our village 
hall. 

 

 

Hall Improvements 
 
Over the last couple of years the committee has been investing 
hall funds in a planned programme of improvements - this has 
included new windows, a dishwasher, the car park extension, 
new curtains and many other improvements and maintenance 
items. The plan is virtually complete and after an investment in 
excess  of £20,000 and some time to let the funds re coup we 
are now preparing a new plan for 2015/16 . This will likely in-
clude some improvements to the bar and also internal redecora-
tion.  
The hall is yours and we would like your input -  this is 
your opportunity to have your say about any required mainte-
nance or  improvements  to the hall  you feel we should con-
sider - if you have any thoughts please drop a note to Mark on 
suttonhalltreasurer@hotmail.co.uk or call him on 608855 

The Sutton Hall Management Committee 2015/2016 
Joint Chair Angela Tyler & Ron Cummings 
Treasurer Mark Nevitt 
Secretary Stephen Mulally 
Health & Safety David Seaton 
Other members Richard Crouch:Denise Lewington 
 Linda Mason:Brian Palmer 
 Ernie Preece:Glen Renshaw  
 Viv Wilson 
Hall trustees Alex Winn for Benham Estate 
 Keith Phillips 
 Ken Sullivan 
Caretaker& bookings Jay Chandler 
The Grapevine Editor Viv Wilson 
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AROUND THE VILLAGE 
from DRAFT Minutes October 2014 of 
Speen Parish Council  
 

Parking cones at Stockcross. 
After some enquiries it was found that in order to have parking 
cones by Stockcross Recreation Ground, various orders would 
be needed. These take time and money to obtain. The idea of 
using parking cones is therefore no longer being pursued. 
Parking is still a causing a problem on match days. It was sug-
gested that a permanent notice informing users that there is 
overflow parking at Furze Hill should be installed. Cllr Phillips 
has spoken to Sutton Estates to ask if their woodland may be 
used for car parking. Sutton Estates said that a formal applica-
tion from SPCwould need to be made.It was decided that this 
matter be referred to the working party meeting with AFC New-
bury in November. 
 
Cllr Phillips reported that a resident of Stockcross would like to 
adopt a section of the recreation ground. They would look after 
it. Cllr Holbrook said it would all need to be set up legally, with a 
licence and conveyancing lawyer. The clerk also stated the rec-
reation ground is a QEII Fields in Trust and they may not allow 
this. 
 
-Proposal to purchase benches at a cost of £387 each plus £90 
delivery for Stockcross Recreation Ground. 
This was deferred and referred to the working party, who will 
report back. 
-Proposal to purchase swings for Stockcross recreation ground 
at a cost of no more than £3,000. This was deferred and re-
ferred to the working party, who will report back. 
-Proposal to improve the car park at Stockcross Rec at a cost of 
around £4,500.This was deferred and referred to the working 
party, who will report back. 
 
Proposal that the council resolves to enter into negotiation with 
AFC Newbury to lease to them the existing pavilion and small 
amount of surrounding land to enable them to refurbish it fort-
heir own use and by the community when not being used by 
themselves. 
All this is readily available on the Speen Parish Council 
website. Copies of the draft minutes are also posted on the 
Speen Parish noticeboards. 

 
 

 
          
 

 
 
 
 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1

st
 January 2015 

         Small   Large     Both 

                    Hall     Hall        Halls 

Resident 6.50 9.50 12.50 

Non resident 9.50    14.50 17.50 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 

. 

Paul John Foster 
To 28

th
 December 2014 

 
 

It is with great sadness that we have to report the death of 
Paul Foster, son of John Foster and the late Daphne Fos-
ter. Paul passed away peacefully in the early hours of 
Sunday the 28th of December 2014, following a long battle 
with Cancer. 
Paul lived in the village for many years, and could regu-
larly be found practicing his skill as a billiards and snooker 
player on the tables at the Sutton Hall. He worked at PJS 
Agricultural Engineering from the time he left Park House 
School until he moved to the north of the country a few 
years ago. His final move took him to Perthshire and it was 
in hospital there that he finally succumbed to his illness. 
We hope that he is now reunited with his mother and that 
they will be waiting for us when we make that final journey. 
 

The Foster Family 

 

The Rising Sun Book Group 

This group meets on the first Tuesday of every month , 

8pm at The Lord Lyon whilst the Rising Sun is shut.   

Anyone is welcome to come along.  We take it in turns to 

choose the books.  

This month we are reading Mrs de Winter by Susan Hill 

which will be discussed at our meeting on 3rd February. 

Do come along you’ll be most welcome. 

 

Book for Feb : Winter Garden by Kristin Hannah 

Book for Mar: The Little Coffee Shop in Kabul  

                         by Deborah Rodreguiz 
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Congratulations to Stockcross Panto Players for another entertaining start to the Christmas season.  
Sheelagh Brown did a splendid job on her directorial debut to bring “The Wicked Witches of Oz” 
alive. Backstage Jane Seaton, Rachel & Julia ran a military style operation on make up and en-
trances/exits.  Thankfully Steven & Ben stepped in at the last minute to man the lighting desk and 
Mike came up with some great sound effects as usual. Jane Batt and her team excelled themselves 
with umpteen sets and set changes to manoeuvre. After 7 pantos This could be Jane’s last year of 
set design so if there’s anyone out there who wants to have a go do step forward. You’ll have a 
great team of helpers behind you. 
Thanks to everyone involved in putting on the show.  Same time next year!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Quarterly Round Up 

Julia Crouch        Jane Seaton          Rachel Mulally 

Thanks Jane Batt! 
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Quarterly Round Up 

Mike Russell 
Steven Blackmore & Ben Mills   

Stockcross & Surrounding History Association Book Launch November 9th 

S&SHA members were delighted to at last show everyone the results of all their hard work over the last eleven months in researching 

the lives of the 27 men named on the Stockcross and Marsh Benham War Memorial Tablet. We were delighted that relatives of Sir 

Richard Sutton, Harry Thorne, Stanley Hillier, 

William Willis, the Harper brothers, the Palmer 

boys and the Calkin brothers attended. All of 

them had family stories to tell. Amongst the 

guests were Richard Benyon MP, Major Piers-

Dunn of the Royal Berkshire Regiment, Alex 

Winn, representing The Sutton Estates, John 

Chapman, author of The China Dragons Tales 

and Phil Wood a fellow WW1 researcher. 

Many local people also came along to see the 

work that had been done and to purchase a 

copy of the book. The hall had been decorated 

with specially made bunting by Brian Palmer. 

Poppies made by S&SHA members draped the 

stage curtains. Refreshments were provided by 

Julie’s Catering. 

Towards the end of the afternoon S&SHA members presented their volunteer editor Mike Merchant with a gift and card of thanks. His 

work in editing our individually researched and written 

stories ensured that the book was delivered on time and 

to a high standard that could not have been achieved 

without his input. The only disappointment on the day was 

that our chairman, Mrs Janey Hawkins, who had led the 

project from day one and had done so much of the re-

search and story writing, was unable to attend due to ill 

health.  

The book is on sale price £8 at the village shop, St John’s 

church, West Berkshire Museum, or via the website 

www.stockrosshistory.org.uk 

The groups next meeting is Monday 26th January in the 

Sutton Hall 7.30pm  
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Quarterly Round Up 
 Stockcross Two o'clock Crowd 

Thanks go to Sarah and Mike Russell who gave a presentation about their 
experiences renovating an old farmhouse in Spain at our October meeting.  
We followed the process from wreck to dream holiday home, their slides show-
ing an epic amount of physical work and devotion to their project. Their stories 
of living and working in a remote area in Spain during this time conjured up a 
totally different world from Berkshire! Whilst enjoying the slides we were 
served a selection of Spanish nibbles, cheeses, cakes and drinks to make it an 
even more Spanish experience. 
 
In November Viv Wilson organised a full coach from the village to visit the spe-
cial WW1 Exhibition at The Imperial War Museum and this led very neatly to 
the talk the following week. 
Janey Hawkins, who was at the 
forefront of setting up S&SHA 

(Stockcross and Surroundings Historical Association) sadly was not well enough to pre-
sent her talk to us but Viv ably stood in for her, explaining how the group was formed, 
how the information was gathered on the local lads who were killed in WW1 and how 
grants were applied for and the rules for their use. This was interesting background to 
the book which the group has so expertly published. The talk was particularly helpful to 
anyone involved in either their own genealogy or for a similar group project and there 
was plenty of discussion afterwards. 

 
The Lord Lyon provided a local venue for the STOCC Christmas Lunch and we are 
grateful to landlord Mick, chef John and bar staff too for the excellent meal which everyone enjoyed. The lunch was well attended and 
STOCC donated a free raffle draw to make it more fun. Thanks to Angela Tyler for coordinating this successful event. 

 

See details of our coming programme in the events list or on the village notice board - everyone is welcome at all STOCC events. 
Jane Batt 

 
October’s Harvest Supper 

 
Telephone call to MBE “ Hi Mike” reply “Coleslaw”. Yep time to sort the 
Harvest Supper. A few more calls and e mails and Stockcross you 
never fail to amaze me for on the night over 70 of you turned up with 
clinking bottles and the most gorgeous homemade pies, salads and 
puds. With plenty of singing (thank you for the music Jonathan) a bit of 
dancing and a challenging competition to make and fly a paper air-
plane there were lots of smiley faces when everybody left the hall 4 
hours later. Another successful evening. Not bad for a £3 ticket and as 
a bonus we raised over £300 for hall funds. Same again this year 
please - date for your diary Saturday 3rd October. 

Angela Tyler 
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Church Services 
 

JANUARY 
25 CW Holy communion 11am 
 
FEBRUARY 
 1 Family Service 11am 
   
 8 CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
22 CW Holy Communion 11am 
  
 
MARCH 
1 Family Service 11am 
 
8 CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
22 CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
29 United Benefice HC 9.30am 
 at Boxford Church 
 
APRIL 
 5 Easter Day  
 CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
12 CW Holy Communion 11am 
 

Regular Events 
Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 10.15 & 
  11.15 pm   
Thursday  Bridge Club at  
  Lord Lyon from 7.30pm 
Friday  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
   1.30pm 
   Coffee morning at 
   Newdale Court 10.30  
Sunday Tennis at Rec morning  
 

Monthly 
1st Monday S&SHA 7.30pm Sutton Hall 
1st Wednesday Quiz at Lord Lyon8pm 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book Group 
   at Lord Lyon 8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meeting 
2nd Wednesday Knitwits Sutton hall 7pm 

 

All events at the Sutton Hall 
unless otherwise specified 

  
JANUARY 
19 Speen PC meeting 7.30pm 
20 Accoustic music 
 9pm Lord Lyon 
26 S&SHA 7.30PM (Small hall) 
 See advert for details 
28 STOCC 2pm 
 See advert for details 
 
FEBRUARY 
2 Accoustic music 
 9pm Lord Lyon 
3 Rising Sun Book Group  
 8pm Lord Lyon 
4 Quiz Night 8.30pm Lord Lyon 
7 Jumble Sale 12.30pm 
11 Knitwits 7pm- 9pm 
  small hall 
16 Accoustic music 
 9pm Lord Lyon 
23 S&SHA 7.30pm (small hall) 
23 Speen PC meeting 7.30 
 Venue TBA 
25 STOCC  2pm 
 
MARCH 
2 Accoustic music 
 9pm Lord Lyon 
3 Rising Sun Book Group 
 8pm Lord Lyon 
4 Quiz Night 8.30pm Lord Lyon 
 
11 Knitwits 7pm - 9pm SH 
 
16 Accoustic music 
 9pm Lord Lyon 
 
25 STOCC 2pm 
 
30 S&SHA 7.30pm (small hall) 
30 Speen PC meeting 7.30pm 
 Venue TBA   
 

Coming Events 
 

 

 

Wednesday 28 January 
2 – 4pm at The Sutton Hall 

‘From Glasgow to Edinburgh by Water’ 

Slide show & talk 

By David Saady 

The talk will include a section on the award 

winning new Falkirk Wheel 

Cost £2 includes refreshments 

 

Wednesday 25 February 
2 – 4pm at The Sutton Hall 

‘Writing & Self Publishing’ 

Local author Iris Lloyd relates her  

experiences of getting into print 

Her most recent  novel Flash Back is set in 

the reign of Elizabeth 1 

Cost £2 includes refreshments 

 

Wednesday 25 March 
2 – 4pm at The Sutton Hall 

‘Singing for fun’ 

Heather Sims teaches and works with sing-

ing groups in Berkshire. This session is 

intended to be very informal and fun  

Cost £2 includes refreshments 

 
ALL WELCOME -BRING A FRIEND AND 

HELP US KEEP THIS GROUP GOING 

Call Viv: 01635 523963 

Or Jane: 01488 608762 

 

 
Mobile Library visits  

To Stockcross  
Village Hall       12pm to 12.45pm 
Bayford House   1.50 to 2.35pm 

JAN FEB MAR 

22 12 5 

  26 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring Your Past -  
with reference to  

Stockcross & Surroundings 
 

A Talk by Sarah Orr 
Historic Environment Records Officer  

 West Berkshire Council 

 
Monday 26th January 7.30pm 

At 
The Sutton Hall (small hall) 

 
Entrance on the door: 

Members Free, Guests £3 
 

New members welcome.  
Join on the evening 

www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk 

JUMBLE SALE 
 

7th February 12.30pm 
 

Entrance 30p 
 

Teas, raffle & auction 
 

Donations of jumble accepted 
at the village hall from 9am on 

the morning of the sale. 
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STOCKCROSS 

CE AIDED PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Happy New Year from all at Stockcross School! 
The run up to Christmas was extremely busy and the children and staff enjoyed the excitement and build up to the holidays.  We were very proud 
of the children from school who performed in the local pantomime.  I particularly enjoyed the drumming, dancing and the scary wicked witch! Our 
Infants also gave wonderful performances of “A Wriggly Nativity” at school.  They all performed with real enthusiasm and their performance was 
very much enjoyed by the older children and their families.  In this newsletter I have tried to capture some of the school news from the busy Au-
tumn term, Christmas season and celebrations both in and out of school. 
Remembrance Service 
The children presented a beautiful service which was very well attended.  The choral speaking, singing and “Last Post” played by Poppy Bladon, 
was extremely well done and we were very proud of the children. 
London Trip 
Our Whole School London Trip on Wednesday 12th November was a lovely day out and children enjoyed the opportunity to explore the Natural 
History Museum and see Charlie and the Chocolate factory.  This trip has led to some excellent work at school with beautiful displays in the hall, 
and written work of a very high standard.   

We’ve got the S Factor! 

           
                 
This year the house captains hosted our very own S Factor.  The idea of the competition was similar to the X Factor; to audition in front of a panel 
of judges and a live audience!  The response was very positive with a great many children auditioning. The auditions were split into juniors and 
infants with the house captains judging.  Gymnastics, taekwondo, singing, drumming, comedy sketches, skipping and hula hooping were just a few 
of the acts.  The judges had a tough job to select the finalists but after much discussion (sadly not in any exotic judges houses!!) they chose: 
Robyn Croysdill, Jack Voysey, Ethan Ward, Jamie Cresswell and Jack Adamson, Abigail Bowden, Bayley Hill, Charlotte English and Alexandra 
Royston, Sophie Sparrow, Louise Kane and Emilie Shepherd.  Well done to all those who took part. 
                                     
 

 
Carols and Cakes at Christmas! 
The members of the Juniors celebrated Christmas by joining other local schools in the Children 
Society Carol Concert at St Nicolas Church in Newbury. The 60 strong choir of the combined 
Stockcross and Welford and Wickham choirs sang the Christmas Cannon as a five part harmony 
beautifully, together with other festive songs.  The Juniors also sang carols to the Speakability 
Stroke recovery Group in Newbury.  Later, Class 3 walked round to Bayford House to sing and 
play a selection of carols.  On arrival we discovered that the piano needed tuning, and so every-
thing had to be performed unaccompanied. Everyone rose to the challenge admirably, with the 
residents thoroughly enjoying the morning.   
The Christmas cakes, made by some of the Juniors, were on display at the last achievers of 
term.  The children all worked extremely hard through the term and the result was an amazing 
display of beautiful cakes, which I am sure have been consumed by now! 

 
 
A wonderful Christingle service to end the school year… 
On 19th December 2014, the children, teachers, staff and parents made their way down to the church in Stockcross to attend the annual Christingle 
service. It was a wonderful service that celebrated the musical talent of the children and the wonder of Christmas in equal measure. 
Led by Reverend Toogood, this Christingle was a lovely way to see out the school year and to celebrate such an important day in the Christian 
calendar. The lighting of the candles ended a lovely day for all who attended and welcomed all into the holiday spirit. 
We are looking forward to this term with more exciting learning opportunities for our children.  We are taking all the children swimming as part of 
their PE curriculum this term, and Class 3 are performing at TheAnvil Theatre in Basingstoke on 25th March as part of a massed choir from 
schools across Berkshire. 
We always welcome visitors into school and hope to see some of you at events in the coming months.  The school PTFA are organising a Musical 
celebration on February 6th at Stockcross Church and all are welcome.  Please contact the school if you would like tickets. 

Florence Rostron 
Headteacher 


