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Yes, Stockfest is in its fourth year and it starts on the 18th August and 
ends on the 26th August, and it is packed full of goodies. Mixed me-
dia Art workshop to Festival Pub Quiz (at the Rising Sun) to Stock-
fest Summer Ramble to Arts & Craft Safari (around Stockcross) to 
Stockfest Rare Breeds Classic Car Tour and much, much more 
(details throughout this magazine). So please show your support and come along, bring your family, friends, and even 
neighbours; no matter how near or far you or they live. Stockfest has been, and continues to be, fun for all the family. 
 
Staying on the subject of Stockfest, I would like to acknowledge the founders of this 
great Village event: Viv Wilson and Claire Cook, along with their volunteers. Over the 
4 years they have given this village so much; such great events, memories, etc. Stockfest 
has become an important part of our village life. So please show your appreciation and 
come along. Support your village, support Stockfest! 
 
As many of you no doubt know, Mrs Shirley Wernham is retiring as churchwarden. She 

has been a part of the fabric of the church for many years. Shirley was brought up on her 

father’s farm at Halfway and moved to Foley Farm when she married in the early 1950s 

and now lives in middle of Stockcross. She has served on WI, as a school governor and 

on the Sutton hall committee, as well as being Church warden for many years. She is a lady who is so very community 

minded. The Grapevine, and its readers, wish to thank Shirley for her years of dedication and devotion to St.John’s 

Church, Stockcross. We wish her well. 

Also in this edition of the Grapevine, along with Stockfest events, we celebrate Grandparents joy, the proud achieve-
ments of a daughter and remembering events over the last couple of months that has happened around our village.   
 
There is important information inside about a meeting that will be held at the Rising Sun pub on the 13 th July 
(Wednesday), concerning the B4000 road (page 6). This concerns everybody that lives in the village and along the 
B4000 road.  
 
Again; please turn up to one of Stockcross’ great events (Stockfest) and play your part in its continued success.  
 
If you have any news, events, happy occasions, and room permitting, we like to feature them in future additions. Clos-
ing date for your contributions is on the 30th September (October's edition) Please email me at:-  
glennrenshaw@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Until we meet again, have a great summer & Stockfest. 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

July  2016 No: 98 
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Now you see it… 

...now you don’t. 
 

It seems the sign that displayed the Lord Lyon’s signature/ 
emblem has mysteriously vanished. Whether by choice 
(protection from thieves; i.e. put into storage) or by some 
underhanded means we don’t know. But I am sure there is 
a sleuth out there that might be able to put us right. 

Sutton Hall  was used—on the 23rd June 2016—by the 
Council so that the residents of Stockcross (and surround-
ing areas) could vote in the UK’s historical referendum to 
decide whether we should continue to be part of the EU or 
not. To the satisfaction of some, and the disappointment of 
others Britain voted to leave. Whichever way one voted, 
let us hope we continue to be united as one great country 
and one great people. 

Well the summer hasn’t quite started out like it did 40 
years ago when we experienced the start of a heatwave in 
June 1976.  But with the children breaking up for the 
summer holidays in a few weeks lets hope the weather 
will improve and settle down to some sunny and drier 
times. 
 
 This summer in Stockcross we look forward to seeing the 
amazing Scarecrows appear again as part of  STOCK-
FEST - Culture, Music and Art Festival. I know their 
committee have been very busy arranging some interest-
ing and fun events to keep us entertained. Cameras at the 
ready please, we will be looking for your photos for our 
annual slide show in December.  
 
Looking further ahead with have some dates for your dia-
ries. Our annual Harvest Supper will take place on Satur-
day 15th October and more details will be available early 
September.  
 
This year will be our ‘10th’ Village Pantomime. - OH 
YES IT IS -  Auditions and rehearsals are being planned 
with performances in the 1st week of December. Look out 
for further details in The Grapevine, Stockcross Village 
FaceBook Page and posters. That’s all the news for now, 
enjoy your holidays.  
 
Angela Tyler.  

 

Committee Members 2015/16 
 
Would you like to join our band of Merry men and women on 
the Sutton hall Stockcross committee? Play your part in our 
community? Whether you live in Stockcross or surrounding 
areas you would be welcome.  For more details then please 
email me at glennrenshaw@yahoo.co.uk   
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OUT AND ABOUT 
St.John’s Church 

Stockcross 
Important Notice! 

 
I am sure that, by now, most, if not all of you, are aware that we 
will soon be operating without a churchwarden. St. John’s has 
been particularly well served in this role over the years, but 
from the beginning of June the situation will change. 
In order that we can keep the church open and running we are 
going to need to make sure that the duties of the churchwarden 
are taken on by others. 
 
Some of this can be done by rota – not least in this category is 
the preparation of the church for worship. There are also other 
jobs that will be better taken on by one person – organising the 
readers for our service is one example, keeping an eye on the 
oil level and the boiler is another. 
 
It would be sad to say, unless significant progress is made in 
filling these roles and rotas we may be faced with (at best) a 
partial closure of the Church. So if there is anybody out there 
that can help please make contact. 
 

 
On Sunday St John's Church at Stockcross held a special 
service to celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday that  included 
a dedication of new altar kneelers. The kneelers were pre-
sented to the church by the Wild family in remembrance of 
the late Bishop of Reading Eric Wild who along with his 
wife is buried in the churchyard. His daughter Hilda Wild 
attended the service. 
  
Afterwards , led by Mike Pike MBE, the congregation toast-
ed the Queen with prosecco and had the chance to view an 
exhibition of village memorabilia of past Royal events and 
connections to Her Majesty. The exhibition was created by 
members of S&SHA.  Thanks also to Mrs Shirley Wernham, 
Churchwarden for organising the event. 
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Stockfest 16  

 
18th – 26th August  
 
Now in its fourth year Stockfest continues to have a variety of events supported by groups and venues within the 
village. We are extremely grateful to Friends of Stockfest, local business sponsors, Greenham Common Trust and 
Speen PC for their financial input.  
The Festival at a Glance is included within The Grapevine but for full information check out our website www.stockfest.co.uk.  
 
Our main feature this year is our Retro Weekend full of nostalgia 19th – 21st August  

The Weekend kicks off on Friday evening with a Pop Up 1950s Rock n’ Roll Night. There is a free jive dance class at 6pm followed by 

the main event. Dancing to music from authentic 50s band Johnny Gunner & The Raiders supported by local DJ West End Pete. A 

chance to dust off the blue suede shoes and take to the dance floor!  

On Saturday night we are recreating the 1920s cinema with a Buster Keaton double bill and piano! Two silent movies (cops & The Gen-

eral) with piano accompaniment from James Harpham. You’re invited to dress up in period costume and experience the Golden 

Age of cinema when silent movies and movie stars ruled the world and live music accompaniment was an essential part of the 

movie going experience. (James has written and conducted many scores for film and TV including Tenko) 

Our Stockfest Classic Car Show with Live Music and Vintage Fair 21st August is a packed day of events, with something for all of 

the family.  The Classic Car Show is organised in association with the MG Car Club and West Berkshire Classic Car Club and wi ll 

host a wonderful mix of classic and rare breed cars.  We want to include local classics – and are inviting members of the public to 

bring theirs along to show (must arrive at 11am). Alongside the cars will be a Real Ale tent, Hog roast and five live bands playing 

throughout the afternoon and early evening. At the village hall there will be a vintage fair with teas, fashions and stalls. Children 

can watch one of the marionette performances that will be going on throughout the afternoon at Stockcross House. St John’s 

Church will also be open featuring an exhibition of arts & crafts and village history. Phew! 

For ticketed events you can book online at www.stockfest.co.uk or call the box office on 07784760138. 

 
STOCKFEST SCARECROW COMPETITION IS BACK! 
 
The Theme for Stockfest Scarecrows this year is THE OLYMPIC GAMES. 
During Stockfest scarecrows will appear on a trail map which will be sold (at the village shop and Rising Sun Pub) 
together with a list of quiz questions/clues relating to each scarecrow. 
Festival goers will have the opportunity to complete a quiz related to all the scarecrows and vote for their favourite one. All winners will be 
announced at the Festival Finale in The Rising Sun on Friday 26th August. 
Scarecrows should be in place from the morning of Thursday 18th August for the duration of Stockfest. A poster (provided by Stockfest) 
should be displayed close to your scarecrow. 
Entry forms can be downloaded at www.stockfest.co.uk or pick one up from the Village Shop. 
Entries cost £1 per scarecrow. Completed entry forms and money should be returned to The Village Shop.  
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES IS SATURDAY 30TH JULY 
 

Postcard Poetry 
Stockfest would love to display your postcard poems during this year’s festival that runs from 18 th to 26th August. 
The poems will be put up in either the telephone box at the village shop, the bus stop shelter or the church exhibition.   
We are holding a spoken word event on Saturday 20th August 10.30am to 12noon at Stockcross Village Shop and some of you may like to 
come along and read your poem aloud. 
 
TO ENTER: 
 

1. Pick up a postcard from the shop or The Rising Sun 

2. Write your poem of no more than 8 lines on one side of the postcard. The poem can be about absolutely anything! 

Write your name & contact details on the back (+ age if under 16) 
 

Hand your poem into Stockcross village shop by 10th August. 

http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
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On the Queens Birthday the place to be 
was the Rising Sun. And who better to be 
in the full swing of things, but none other 
than Chrissie Payne  (landlord) and her 
sister (Betty) celebrating the Queens birth-
day (90th) in the finest tradition; with a 
good old knees-up, good food, then all 
washed down with a beer or three. A toast 
was then raised to the Queen. 

The Rising Sun 
Ermin Street Stockcross 

01488608335 
Senior Citizen meal deal, Thursday lunch time 12.00 

2.00pm 
Thursday 7th July. 
Lasagne, salad and crusty bread . 
Vanilla cream or Ice cream. £8.50 
Thursday 14th July. 
Salmon Wellington new potatoes and veg. 
Artic Roll. £9.00 
Thursday 21st July. 
Toad in the hole, mash and veg. 
Fresh Fruit Salad or Ice cream. £8.50 
Thursday 28th July. 
Chicken in white wine, new potatoes. 
Fresh fruit pavlova or Ice cream. £8.50 

If you are a Senor Citizen and like a good get-together and a meal then look 
no further than you local Stockcross pub—The Rising Sun— for your bit of 
afternoon Thursday pleasure. The menu above has such delights on it 
(some might even say temptations; naughty put nice) that the Senior Citi-
zens’ just can’t wait for the highlight of the week. And Chrissie informs me 
that even though it says “Senior Citizen” on the menu she won’t be asking 
for identification (if you get my drift). So come along, enjoy and meet new 
friends. If I wasn’t in my 40s (ok, a slight exaggeration; only slightly 
though!) I might be tempted myself.  

Senior Citizens enjoying their meal, 
friendly chat and banter, all washed down 
with a nice cool beer. So if you would like 
to partake, then walk, drive etc. down to 
the Rising Sun and be a part of this Great 
Senior Citizens’ event. This is on Thurs-
day’s. 

On the 29th April Eddie celebrated his birthday. He is 79 years young. We 
all wish him a belated Happy Birthday. 
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Village News 

Tina and Richard 
Stapleton are thrilled 
to announce the safe 
arrival of their 7th 
grandchild, Martha 
Elizabeth Buttercup 
Spriggs, born safely to 
Jo and Will in Lon-
don on 29th May. 
 
We send them our 
congratulations for 
the birth of their 
beautiful baby grand-
daughter.  

Meeting concerning the B4000 road/ Speeding. 
 

A meeting will be held at the Rising Sun Pub on the 13th 
July (Wednesday), 7 pm, concerning the Speeding and 
dangerous driving on the B4000 (Ermin Street). Only a 
couple of weeks ago Louise Burgess’ van  (near the Rising 
Sun Pub) was hit by a speeding lorry. Her van was written 
off, luckily Louise and/ or her dogs were not in the van, 
otherwise it could have been a lot more serious. And it 
wasn’t the first time that there had been an accident on 
that road. Luckily nobody has been killed, so-far. So 
please show your support by attending this meeting. 
Thank you. 
 

        Photograph of student room in the Founder's Building, 
with Japanese décor, 1896. 

 
Image  (above) reproduced with kind permission from Royal 
Holloway, University of London Archives’ 

ON THE RADIO – TWICE IN ONE DAY! 
 

Stockcross residents Jan and Andrew Gill were surprised 
recently to hear from their daughter Annabel that she had 
been interviewed for an episode of a series on Radio 4 
about student life.  That particular programme looked 
into what students used to customise their bedrooms at 
college, both nowadays and in the late 1800s when higher 
education for women was in it's infancy.  As the Archi-
vist at Royal Holloway, University of London, Annabel 
was able to produce photographs of typical student rooms 
in the early days, with their frilly lampshades, extra 
chairs, cushions, palm fronds and the Japanese style 
drawings, that were popular at the time.  This was con-
trasted with the posters and photographs of gap years that 
students use today to personalise their rooms. 
 
Earlier in the day, Woman's Hour had invited Annabel to 
talk about the history of Royal Holloway College as one 
of the pioneers of higher education for women.  Original-
ly founded as a women's college by Thomas Holloway, 
encouraged by his wife Jane, Royal Holloway started 
with just 28 students and was opened in 1886 by Queen 
Victoria. In 1985 Royal Holloway merged with Bedford 
College, which was also founded as a women's college in 
1849, based in London. Today Royal Holloway is co-
educational. 
 
I think for Annabel, one of the highlights of being on 
Woman's Hour was being able to chat to Chetna Makan, 
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Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 

From 1st January 2015 
         Small   Large     Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident 6.50 9.50 12.50 
Non resident 9.50    14.50 17.50 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 

Head Teacher’s Update 
 
Our academic year is drawing to a close and what a year it 
has been! I have thoroughly enjoyed my first tenure as Ex-
ecutive Head at Stockcross and Welford and Wickham Pri-
mary Schools and am already looking forward to what Sep-
tember may bring! 
 
This summer term has been very busy. Not only have we 
celebrated the Queen’s birthday, but the children been on 
trips, they have participated in sports matches, sat national 
tests and are now in the throes of rehearsing their annual 
production which, this year, is Shakespeare Rocks! 
 
Our summer fete in mid-June was a huge success and my 
thanks must go to the PTFA for their organisational skills. 
Many local residents came along to support us and I am 
pleased to announce that the amount raised was greater than 
the previous five years. 
 
Sports Day saw a win for Kingfishers, one of the four 
school houses, the sun shone against all the odds and every-
one enjoyed themselves.  
 
Class 3, our oldest children, will shortly be heading to the 
Houses of Parliament with fellow Year 5 and 6 pupils from 
Welford & Wickham. After the activities surrounding the 
referendum, the Palace of Westminster seems more relevant 
than ever and I look forward to hearing how they get on. 
 

The whole school enjoyed a trip to Englefield Estate a few 
weeks ago. Again, the weather was kind and they all en-
joyed learning about our countryside and sustainability (as 
well as having a good nose around Englefield House!). 
 
In May we held Family Learning Week - a highlight of our 
summer term. This year the theme was ‘Celebrating Differ-
ence’ and it encompassed ability, gender, race, religion and 
culture. The children enjoyed meeting a rabbi, visiting 
Neasden Temple, welcoming an African drummer, meeting 
a Guide Dog puppy, learning sign language and myriad oth-
er activities. Luckily half-term was a chance for a rest!  
 
This time of year brings both excitement and a touch of sad-
ness. Our fifteen Year 6 children will leave us to go on to a 
variety of secondary schools and whilst I know they will 
spread their wings and fly I also know we will miss them. 
We also say good-bye to three members of staff who are 
retiring. They have all given Stockcross a vast amount of 
support and I wish them well in their future endeavours. In 
September a new cohort of Stockcross pupils joins us, they 
have visited already and been assigned a ‘buddy’ from Year 
5, before long it will seem as though they have been here 
forever! 
My best wishes for a happy and enjoyable summer holiday. 
Pupils return to school on Monday 5th September 2016. 

The cricket team has qualified for the county finals – 

congratulations! 

Meeting Joy, the Guide Dog puppy, during Family 

Learning Week. 

Taking part in Quadkids at Park House – go Stockcross! 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com
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Church  
Services 

 
JULY 
 
10th CW Holy Communion 11am 
24th CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
AUGST 
 
7th Family Service 11am 
14th  CW Holy Communion 11am 
28th CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
4tth  Family Service 11 am 
11th CW Holy Communion 11 am 
265h CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
OCTOBER 
 
2nd Family Service 11am 
9th CW Holy Communion 11 am 

 
Music nights/  Rising Sun 

 
Acoustic Music nights at the Rising Sun 
is held every 2 weeks starting at 8.30 
pm  and the dates  for April to June of 
2016 are:- 
 
July     10th and 24th 
August  7th and 21st (might be 
changes; check with the Rising Sun) 
Sept.      4th and 18th. 
 

 

Quiz nights are at the Rising Sun  
2nd Tuesday of every month. July 12th 

Aug 9th, sept 13th. Folk nights every 

other Sunday starting the 3rd of April 

Regular Events 
Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 10.15 & 
  11.15 pm   
Friday  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
   1.30pm 
  

Monthly 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book Group 8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meeting 
2nd Tuesday -Quiz Rising Sun 
Last Monday S&SHA 7.30pm Sutton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  

Mobile Library visits  
to Stockcross  

 
Village Hall           12 to 12.45pm 
Bayford House     1.50 to 2.35pm 

 

Coming Events 

 
July 

 
August 

 
September 

21 11 1 
22 

 
If you enjoy tennis then Stockcross has an 
excellent Tennis court (situated on the Rec) 
and if wish to use the facilities or join the 
Tennis club then please contact Felicity 
Merchant on 01488 608672 or email her at: 
- felicitymerchant@hotmail.com 
It is one way to keep fit, enjoy the beautiful 
Stockcross scenery and make some friends. 


