
 

1 THE GRAPEVINE— April 16 

How the months have flown by since the last Grapevine 
(January). In this edition, we celebrate Heather and Stuart’s 
five years in charge of the post office and Chrissie and David’s 
resurrection of, what many had thought, was the end of the Ris-
ing Sun pub. As everybody knows, who lives in a village, the 
corner stone of any community is its Post office/ local shop and 
pub. Both have made great strides since taking over and stamp-
ing their own identity on the village.  
 
On page 2, Angela Tyler, Chairman of Sutton Village Hall’s 
committee, has outlined for you a summary of what has been 
happening in the village. She asks, as we all do, if you are in-
terested in joining us – Village Hall committee – then you 
would be welcome. 
 
Also in this edition, we have some interesting and exciting 
events for the village of Stockcross and its surrounding areas 
(and for our many welcome visitors). There is the Rockwood 
Garden and Gift fair, a Church jumble sale, plus details of our 
Stockfest events, which has been very successful over the 
years. In fact visitors have come from near and far to sample 
our hospitality/ fun days. 
 
Do not forget Stockcross Primary school Summer fete, and there is much more inside to tickle your fancy.  
 
David Seaton, one of our Village Hall committee members, asks that if you could/ or do take any photos of 
our village, events, life or whatever takes your interest, please send them to me (and I shall pass them on). 
Any pictures' sent will be shown  at the end of the year Stockcross Drinks & slide show (in December: dates 
to be announced nearer the time). 
 
The next issue of the Grapevine will be out at the beginning of July. If you have anything for the next issue 
then the deadline will be June 30th.  Please  send to my email address;  
glennrenshaw@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

Until we meet again, have a great Spring/ summer. 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

April 2016 No: 97 
 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st January 2015 

         Small   Large     Both 

                                           

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident 6.50 9.50 12.50 
Non resident 9.50    14.50 17.50 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:glennrenshaw@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com
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For months now, when out walking Peg, I seem to have 
been ploughing through muddy woods but finally the 
ground is starting to dry out and with the longer and 
brighter days I’m hoping to swop my wellies for trainers. 
But despite the wet and mud I realise how lucky I am to 
live in such a beautiful and safe part of the world. Most of 
us have access to either a camera or camera phone and 
with the Christmas Slide Show in mind I would like to 
ask you to take lots of photos of our countryside, your 
gardens and village events throughout the year.  
 
As for me, a long walk everyday is good for my mind, 
body and soul. That is until I pass the shop and cannot 
resist the temptation to pop in and buy a couple of the 
lovely new cakes they sell. Time passes so quickly and 
it’s now 5 years since we sold the business to Heather 
and Stuart and its great to see their continuing success. 
We all know the importance of village facilities and it is 
by supporting the shop, the pub, and the village hall that 
Stockcross remains a vibrant village.  
 
The Sutton Hall is as busy as ever and the new Tuesday 
morning baby yoga group is proving popular. Trying to 
keep up with technology, we now have fibre broadband 
and are about to install a monitor on a portable stand. 
This new facility makes the small hall a very useful meet-
ing room. We are also in the process of changing all 64 
light bulbs in the main hall for environmentally friendly 
LED’s and installing light control sensors for the hall-
way and toilet areas.  
 
We are still looking for volunteers to join the committee 
and anyone who has a spare couple of hours per month 
and would like to get involved please contact either my-
self or any other committee member.  
 
In the meantime, keep safe and enjoy this lovely Spring 
weather.  
 
Angela Tyler  

ange.sunflower@gmail.com  

 
Most of you who live in the village and surrounding are-
as—and further afield—would have heard of the sad de-
mise and closure of The Lord Lyon. Originally called the 
Nags head, it has been an important part of our village 
for donkey’s years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord Lyon offered a restaurant, a bar, rooms etc. It 
closed at the beginning of this year. As of this date, I 
have no news on whether it will be saved, or even turned 
into something else. If somebody in the village or further 
afield has a million or two lying around then this histori-
cal pub might be just up your street.  
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OUT AND ABOUT 
Voices of Stockcross 
 
S&SHA, our local history group, held a coffee morning re-
cently to launch the oral history project and were pleased to 
see so much interest but we know there are others who may 
wish to take part. 
 
Can you help us to record stories of your life around Stock-
cross before 1980? S&SHA has just begun a new project 
which aims to tell the story of village life as it was in the 
past but in your voices. The collection of recordings can 
then be used to piece together information on the school, 
living, working and socialising - in fact the everyday life 
which has changed over the years in many ways.  
 
What will we do with the recordings? We could use some in 
sound bites to accompany local history exhibitions, slide 
shows and the information could possibly be edited into a 
picture book at some time. Everyone who takes part will 
receive a cd of their interview.  
 
This project is for anyone who has lived here prior to 1980 - 
we plan to extend this date in the future. Don't be nervous 
about joining in, we are fascinated to hear your stories and 
will endeavour to make it an enjoyable experience for us all. 
 
Please call Jane Batt on 01488 608762  
 

 
This excellent picture of a Greenfinch was taken by An-
gela Tyler, Sutton Halls Committee Chairman, in her 
garden. Angela’s hobby is taking photographs. Some of 
them have been put forward for competitions and they 
have been very successful.  
 
Do you have a talent for photography (or even drawing) 
and want to share with us? Room permitting, we would 
love to publish  them.  
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Heather and Stuart have been at the  Post Office now for 
5 years, this April. They took over  from Angie and Tim 
and built upon their success. When you enter the post 
office / shop, you are greeted with a nice and warm 
smile. The shop/ Post office also offers you a place to sit 
down and have a cup of tea/ coffee, along with fresh 
cakes, rolls,  baguettes etc.  For those of you that haven’t 
had the pleasure, here is a reminder of what they can of-
fer you.   

SHOP: (new) homemade cakes and bakes made by Nadia Bal-
four, who lives locally. Some of the tray bakes are Bakewell, 
Sticky Ginger, Lemon Drizzle, Nutella Brownies, Coffee and 
Walnut Cake, as well as fairy cakes in Carrot, Chocolate, and 
Victoria Sponge and Coffee and Walnut. Welford Park Bacon 
and Sausage. Cooked Ham Crumbed – sold in slices as thin or 
thick as required. Local Berkshire Honey. Marsdens Fudge 
Summerdown Mint Chocolates and Green Tea. West Berkshire 
Beers. Strong Cheddar Cheese, Brie, Free Range Eggs, Cream, 
Butter, Milk and Bread. Doesn’t it make your mouth water? Then 
pop in and taste them for yourself. You won’t be disappointed! 
Wessex Flowers – lovely seasonal flowers are available. Please 
come in and see Heather & Stuart, should you wish to place an 
order. 
FRESH ROLLS AND BAGUETTES 
 
They can make up for you filled rolls and baguettes – both 
brown and white. Some of the fillings are as follows: Ham, 
Cheese, Chicken and Mayonnaise, Chicken, Mayo and Bacon, 
Tuna and Mayonnaise, Bacon Brie or stilton and Bacon, Salad 
can be added on request. 
Coffee – Latte, Cappuccino, White or Black, Hot Chocolate, Tea 
-  Fruit Tea, Earl Grey, Breakfast Tea. 

POST OFFICE 
 
Withdrawal of cash up to your card limit. They sup-
ply Euros on demand and all other currencies can be 
ordered for next day collection, as long as you order 
before 1.00p.m. 
You can also pay the following: Council Tax, Elec-
tricity, Electric Key Top Up, Mobile phone Top Ups, 
Water (there is a surcharge to be paid), Stamps – the 
cost of stamps have gone up as from 29th March 2016.  
They have the new Price List available for all letters 
and parcels for both Royal Mail and Parcel Force. 
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Unlike Heather and Stuart, who took over a successful business, Chris-
sie & Dave came to the Rising Sun at a time when it had been closed 
down for over a year. Since I’ve been in the village (5 years) I’ve seen 
various landlords come and go. What Chrissie and Dave managed to do 
was put it back into business,  and then turn that business into a suc-
cess. Upon entering the Rising Sun you are greeted in a friendly man-
ner. You can pop in either for a quick drink (or more),  a meal (proper 
pub food) and on certain nights they also have live music, Book eve-
nings, Quiz nights (where dates are available you will find them on the 
last page of this magazine) etc. All the locals will greet you with a 
cheery smile and a warm welcome. I am not normally a drinker/ pub 
goer myself, but their warm welcome, great food and a pint or three has 
drawn me in, and in the process I have made some great friends and had 
some great discussions. New Years Eve party was another great event, 
in which the locals, visitors, myself and partner ended up having a great 
and memorable time (and there was live music and dancing thrown-in). 
So if that hasn’t tickled you where normal pubs can’t reach then noth-

ing will, so please come along to experience a great British pub, and it is here, 
in the beautiful village of Stockcross. 
 

Chrissie and Dave wanted to say a few words themselves:  
 
We’ve reached our 1st year anniversary as Landlords! We have been amazed 
by the local support and couldn’t be more delighted with how our first year 
has gone.   
 
Considering that Dave and I were very much rabbits caught in the headlights 
when Karen and Simon R walked through the door as our first customers we 
feel we’ve come a long way and hope that the community feel as welcome in 
our pub as they have made us feel in Stockcross. 
  
Our Senior Citizen lunch meal deal has taken off spectacularly thanks to our 
lovely chef Betty, and our standard menu seems to be proving popular.   
We hope you’ll continue to visit us to enjoy our simple pub grub menu and 
our selection of Ales. 
Thank you, Chris and Dave. 
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Village events 

Stockcross Two O'clock Crowd 

We have selected an interesting mix of speakers 

and events for you in 2016. David Saady, who gives 
talks in aid of The Kennet and Avon Canal Trust, 
returned in January to show slides of the extensive 
Birmingham canal system. We learnt how the canal 
basins in the city centre were almost filled in dur-
ing the 60s but were saved by public protest to be-
come the attractive leisure facilities they are now. 
 
In February Simon Jardine, the Newbury illustrator 
and caricaturist, ran a short workshop guiding us, 
step-by-step, to produce cartoon drawings of ani-
mals and also how to go about doing a caricature. 
Everyone produced excellent drawings using the 
pens he provided and we had a lot of fun too! 
 
Amanda Edney is a creative artist who became in-
terested in the art of Saori Weaving after living in 
Japan, from where Saori originates. In her March 
talk, she described how, using simple to learn tech-
niques, weavers of all ages, abilities and experi-
ence are encouraged to express themselves with-
out fear of making mistakes. She showed us vari-
ous ideas for creating interesting pieces and we 

were then able to have a go ourselves on two port-
able looms. Amanda has a series of free workshops 
at Whitchurch Silk Mill April 5th - 30th for those 
who missed her at Stockcross. (Normal Mill opening 
times & admission fees apply) 
 

Please note: the June meeting will be on Friday 

July 1 in order to book a guided tour of Wickham 
House gardens. There will be a coach trip in June 
organised by Kintbury KEWI group. Details will be 
give nearer the time - see village notice boards out-
side the shop. 
 
Contact Jane on 01488 608762 or Viv on 01635 
523963 

 
Coming events (at The Sutton Hall unless stated) 
Wednesday 27 April 2pm Pilgrimage A talk by Dr 
Nick Yates on pilgrimage trails including the Camino 
de Santiago cost £2 includes refreshments 
 
Wednesday 25 May 2pm 
Treasure Hunt and Quiz 
Take part in the hunt around the village or stay in 
the hall for a quiz Cost £2 includes refreshments 
 
Friday 1 July 
Guided Tour of Wickham House Gardens 
With afternoon tea. 2pm 
Details nearer date 
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ROOKWOOD GARDEN & GIFT FAIR 
2016 

ROOKWOOD HOUSE STOCKCROSS, NEWBURY BERKS   
RG20 8JX 

Tel: 01488 608676 07770435621 
charlotte@rookwoodhouse.co.uk 

 

We are pleased to announce our annual event, The Rookwood 
Garden and Gift Fair 2016.  This will be on Thursday 21st April 
2016, 10.00 am- 4.00pm (Entry tickets £5.00; which can be 
brought on the door). 
 
In celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday, for pre-bought ticket 
holders only, we will be having a ‘Champagne Breakfast’ for any 
early bird garden enthusiasts which will be from 9.00am-
10.00am; (tickets £15.00).  This will be for a limited amount of 
people so BE QUICK 
 
This year we have celebratory gardener, Polly Wood, who will be 
giving a talk on ‘How to start and kitchen garden’ at 10.30am and 
at 2.00pm a talk on ‘Growing cut flowers’ during which Jane Law-
rence will be giving a flower demonstration.  (Tickets for £15.00 
per lecture)  Be quick as first come first served! 
 
 All tickets for the fair and lectures can be obtained beforehand   
from charlotte@rookwoodhouse.co.uk or call 01488 608676. 
 
With over 50 exhibitors, from the renowned rare plant nurseries 

(Edulis, Palms & Exotics, Phoenix, and many more) garden 
equipment, garden furniture, to gift stalls selling everything 
from clothing, shoes and original gifts including children’s toys. 
 
Throughout the day, there will be coffee, teas as well as Char-
lotte’s homemade cakes and biscuits, and also her renowned 
light lunches. 
 
This year’s chosen charity is Brighter Futures Radiotherapy Ap-
peal – Tracy’s Journey, who are raising funds to equip a Radio-
therapy Department for Swindon Hospital.  This will benefit so 
many people like Tracy Moss (charitable fund founder) who 
herself suffered and had to travel to Oxford to get treatment. 
 
We would like to thank our generous sponsors and volunteers, 
including Knight Frank, Buzz magazine,  Vodafone Foundation 
and the Greenham Trust for all their help 
 
General admission to the 2016 Rookwood Garden and Gift fair 
is £5.00; tickets for Champagne Breakfast is£15.00 and lecture 
tickets are £15.00. For tickets and further information can be 
found at www.rookwoodgardenfair.co.uk.   

Free parking for this event is available throughout the day. 

Follow this link for photos of last year’s garden fair. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kroja6d6ic7usbr/
AABMGH7MHhnZp5Z0JZ9tvsnpa?dl=0 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcard Poetry 
  

During Stockfest we would like to display a selection of verses 
written by you. 
  

There will also be the opportunity to hear some of them read 
aloud at our Spoken Word event. 
  

Your verse can be funny, sad or descriptive but must only be 
a maximum of 8 lines. It can be about anything, just give it a 
title. This is open to all ages.  
  

If you would like to submit an entry just send your verse, to-
gether with your name and age on a postcard to Stockfest 16, 
2 Foley Cottages, Stockcross RG20 8JT or hand it into Stock-
cross Post Office & Stores. 
  

Closing date for entries is August 1st 2016. 

mailto:charlotte@rookwoodhouse.co.uk
mailto:charlotte@rookwoodhouse.co.uk
http://www.rookwoodgardenfair.co.uk
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kroja6d6ic7usbr/AABMGH7MHhnZp5Z0JZ9tvsnpa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kroja6d6ic7usbr/AABMGH7MHhnZp5Z0JZ9tvsnpa?dl=0
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Church  
Services 

 
APRIL 
 
10th CW Holy Communion 11am 
24th CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
MAY 
 
1st Family Service 11am 
8th CW Holy Communion 11am 
22nd CW Holy Communion 11am 
29th United Benefice H.C. at Peasemore 
11 am 
 
JUNE 
 
5th Family Service 11 am 
12th CW Holy Communion 11 am 
26th CW Holy Communion 11am 
 
JULY 
 
3rd Family Service 11am 
 

Shirley Wernham 
Churchwarden 

Music nights at the Rising Sun 
 
Acoustic Music nights at the Rising Sun 
is held every 2 weeks starting at 8.30 
pm  and the dates  for April to June of 
2016 are:- 
 
April   3rd and 17th 
May    1st(May Day), 15th and 29th 
June   12th and 26th 
July    10th and 24th 

 

Quiz nights are at the Rising Sun  
2nd Tuesday of every month. 12/4, 
10/5, 14/6. Folk nights every other Sun-
day starting the 3rd of April 

Regular Events 
Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 10.15 & 
  11.15 pm   
Friday  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
   1.30pm 
  

Monthly 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book Group 8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meeting 
2nd Tuesday -Quiz Rising Sun 
Last Monday S&SHA 7.30pm Sutton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  

Mobile Library visits  
to Stockcross  
 
Village Hall           12 to 12.45pm 
Bayford House     1.50 to 2.35pm 
 
Please Note: no dates are availa-
ble at  time of going to press. Web 
page  (WBA) has been taken 
down. I don’t know if this is be-
cause of the cuts.  Sorry! 

Coming Events 
 

Saturday 14th May 12.30 pm 
Church Jumble Sale 

 
Entrance Fee 30p 

 
Teas, Raffles & auction 

 
Donations of jumble accepted at 

the Village Hall from 9 am on 
the morning of the sale. 

 

S&SHA 
  

We now have a Members Only area to 
our website giving access to census 
transcriptions and in the future other 
research items that members have un-
dertaken.  For an annual membership 
fee of just £10 you can have access to 
this information, have free entry into 
our monthly meetings and help us fund 
more research. Go to 
www.stockfesthistory.org.uk for more 
details. 
  

We hold monthly members meetings 
however our next Speaker will be Dr 
Nick Young on 'The History of 
Thatcham' on Monday May 23rd 
7.30pm in the small hall. Members free. 
Guests £3. Everyone welcome. 

 
Tennis Club 
 
The tennis club AGM will be held on 
Tuesday 26th April at 8pm in the Ris-
ing Sun.  The current committee  are 
looking for more people to come for-
ward to help develop the club.  Non-
members will be welcome to come 
along and meet us. 
 
Kennet Opera Open Rehearsal 
 
Have you ever wondered what goes 
on at an opera rehearsal or asked 
yourself if you could sing opera?  Why 
not come along to Kennet Opera's 
Open Rehearsal evening on Wednes-
day 20th April at 7.30pm in Speen-
hamland School.  You can have a go or 
just watch.  All welcome. 

 
 
Felicity Merchant 01488 608672  
   felicitymerchant@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

Put it in your dairy 

Thursday 18th to Friday 

26th August 
 

Stockfest is now established and recog-

nised within the local and surrounding 

area. 

In 2015 we were very well received by 
local arts & music critics.  Our ticket sales 

and attendances remained constant from 

previous years and we returned a profit 

of £986.34   after Income of £9900 and 

operating costs of £8914. This money is 

being reinvested into this year’s festival. 

Thank you to the Friends of Stockfest for 

their financial support.  

 

Going forward we are revisiting our origi-

nal concept and mission statement: 

’Inspired by a vibrant village community, 

Stockfest is a celebration of local talent, 

arts, music culture and sport’. Also after 

three years of trial and error on what 

works and what doesn’t, the length of 

Stockfest has been reduced to a maxi-

mum of 9 days encompassing just one 

weekend in August. 

 

We hope that we continue to have the 

support of the various village groups, ven-

ues and businesses and of course the resi-

dents enabling us to put Stockcross on 

the local map as a great place to live. 

Please visit our website 

www.stockfest.co.uk which will keep you 

up to date with planned events. Anyone 

wishing to get involved will be most wel-

come. Please contact us on stockfestin-

fo@gmail.com 

 

Viv Wilson 

http://www.stockfesthistory.org.uk
mailto:felicitymerchant@hotmail.com
http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
mailto:stockfestinfo@gmail.com
mailto:stockfestinfo@gmail.com

