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Another Stockfest has gone by (along with the sum-

mer), but what a memorable event it was. After every 
event you start to think; can it get any better, and 
along comes more mouth-watering fun. Hundreds 
flocked to Stockcross’ annual showcase. Rock’n’Roll music,  a Silent film, workshops’, The 
Rising Sun Pub Quiz, opera, dancing, classic cars, poetry, flower displays, all packed into nine 
wonderful and joyous days. On top of that, the Stockcross community spirit was there to give 
our guests a warm welcome to our great village. So congratulations to the organisers, acts and 
the public; it has been four years of great fun, entertainment, and joy, and may this great event 
long continue. 
 
On pages two and three there are announcement’s on Harvest Festival, Stockcross Two 
O’Clock Club and Stockcross Christmas get-together, with slide shows and much more. Don’t 
miss it, it’s your chance to meet your neighbours. On Pages 4 and 5 we relive that great Au-
gust event through pictures and words; Stockfest. On Page 6 there is some information about 
the proposal of converting the Lord Lyon Inn into 9 flats, and the Rising Sun Christmas cheer 
& goodies. If you’ve enjoyed our previous Stockcross Pantos’ then you won’t be disappointed 
this year. With old and new talent it is back by public demand. Yes, “Buttons” will be enter-
taining you, so make sure you get your tickets. And that is only a taster in this jam-packed edi-
tion of the Grapevine. 
 
Apologies for errors (missed-out sentences) in the July edition; this was down to printing er-
ror. Hopefully such errors won’t happen again (I say with fingers crossed). 
 
The next Grapevine will be a special bumper edition. We celebrate our 100th Grapevine. This 

will be out at the beginning of January, next year. So if you want to contribute; have some-

thing to say, or publicise an event or just tell us what makes you smile then drop us a line. 

Please email me: glennrenshaw@yahoo.co.uk 

Until we meet again, have a great Christmas & New Year. 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

October  2016 No: 99 
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Dear All  
 
As autumn approaches so 
does a busy time for Sutton 
Hall events. First comes the 
Annual General Meeting of 
the Sutton Hall Management 
Committee which will be held on Wednesday 
12th October at 8pm.  We will be serving cheese 
and wine from 7.30pm so why not come along 
and see what plans we have for the future.  
Whether interested or not in joining the committee 
we will be pleased to see as many villagers as pos-
sible.  
 
Next on Saturday 15th October at 7.30pm is our 
ever popular annual Harvest Supper. A chance to 
relax with friends and neighbours and enjoy some 
delicious homemade fare and a little light enter-
tainment. If you haven’t yet tasted BP’s infamous 
cowpie make it this year.  
 
It was back in 2006 when Jason Palmer had the 
idea of a village pantomime and together with 
help of Viv Wilson and a few others the 
‘Stockcross Panto Players’ were formed. For three 
night in December they performed ‘Cinderella’ to 
sell out audiences. Since then the pantomime has 
become an annual event.  
 
In our tenth year we are very privileged to have 
Jason back as Director and Viv as Producer for 
this years  production of ‘Buttons’. Tickets will be 
available from mid October, so make sure you 
buy your tickets early to avoid disappointment. 
 
 I know it seems early to think about Christmas 
but here are some dates for your diary - 
 
Thanks to Rachel Thistlethwaite and her ‘mums’ 
for organising the Children’s Christmas party 
which will be held this year on Saturday 12th De-
cember.  
 
The ‘Village Get-Together and Slide Show’ will 
be held on Sunday 18th December at 7pm, direct-
ly after the church carol concert. Please come and 
join us for a glass of mulled wine, mince pies and 
hot dogs.  
 
Look out for further details of the above events in 
this Grapevine edition, on the village notice 
boards and on the village Facebook page.     
 
Angela Tyler 

HARVEST SUPPER at The Sutton 
Hall Saturday 15th October 7.30pm  
 
After a busy summer in Stockcross it’s now time to 
relax and enjoy an evening with homemade fare, 
drinks and the company of neighbours and friends at 
our annual village get-together. We are very pleased 
to announce that Ken Rich, a poet who performed at 
STOCKFEST,  has agreed come along and entertain 
us this year. Tickets, priced £3, are now on sale from 
the Post Office, Rising Sun, and myself.  
 
If you can make a pie and/or pud/salad it will be 
much appreciated. Please contact me on 01488 
657393, email ange.sunflower@gmail.com or just 
knock the door, Sunflower Cottage (2 doors from the 
Rising Sun).       
 
Angela Tyler. 
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Winter Events 
Stockcross Two O'clock Crowd 
 

On a sunny afternoon in July we visited the tiny church at Farn-
borough to see the John Piper window dedicated to Sir John 
Betjamin who lived at the former vicarage. The nearby Saddle-
back Farm Shop was ideally located for a tasty tea. 
 

As part of Stockfest, in August we welcomed author Sarah 
Jasmon who discussed her book 'The Summer of Secrets' and 
we learnt a lot about writing and getting published while enjoy-
ing a cream tea. 
 

We have just had an enthralling afternoon with another author, 
Fiona Bennett, talking about her first book 'Hero the Grey-
hound'. A woman of many talents (Fiona entertained us by per-
forming on the piano at The Vineyard last year) she wittily di-
vulged the personal experiences which led her to writing this 
book about an autistic child and a rescued greyhound. 
 

At the October meeting there will be an 'Older Drivers Work-
shop' at the Sutton Hall. Be reassured - no tests or intimidation, 
just useful facts, questions answered and sound advice! So 
come along and have a pleasant afternoon and tea. Details of 
coming events are on the board outside the shop, do join us! 

Our Older Drivers workshop’ is going to be a free 
event and we'd like to attract as many as possible. 
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Stockfest 16 
 
 
Pub quizzes, rock ‘n’ roll, silent films, opera, dancing, poetry and art classes, live mu-
sic, talks walks and the Classic Car show brought nine days of fun to the village this 
August. 
Thank you to everyone who supported the events and made this year’s Stockfest such 
a success. A particular thank you to our sponsors, Greenham Common Trust, Speen 
PC, the Friends of Stockfest and all our event venues and volunteers.  
 
We are delighted that we enabled the church to raise funds and that other village 
groups enjoyed participating in the festival. We’d love more of the locals to be involved 
and welcome any groups or individuals to join us in developing Stockfest 2017. Next 
year the festival will take place from 17th – 25th August. 
 
Planning has already started so if you have ideas or can offer your talents for inclusion 
in the events calendar please contact the team at stockfestinfo@gmail.com 
 
You can follow us   
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Stockfest2016/ 
Twitter @stockfest2016 
Sign up to receive regular updates at  http://www.stockfest.co.uk/join-our-mailing-list/ 
 
Newbury Camera Club members were our official photographers this year and more of 
their super photos can be viewed at http://www.stockfest.co.uk/your-visit/archive/  
 

mailto:stockfestinfo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Stockfest2016/
http://www.stockfest.co.uk/join-our-mailing-list/
http://www.stockfest.co.uk/your-visit/archive/
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The photos you see on these two pages only represent a 
small taster of what a fantastic 9 days Stockfest gave to 
their visitors. Some of the joys were 50s music, which 
opened the weekend. Then there was Johnny Gunner and 
the Raiders, supported by DJ West End Pete; they provided 
genuine early rock ’n’ roll and rockabilly. There was a free, 
hour-long jive workshop. People took to the dance floor 
with gusto, with many dressing in 1950s-style swing skirts 
and bobby sox. Sunday, weather wise wasn’t that brilliant, 
but that didn’t stop people enjoying themselves. In the 
evening, a day of music ended with a brilliant performance 
of rhythm and blues by a Southampton-based Chi-cago 9. 
 
If you liked silent films then Buster Keaton was there to 
perform for you (not personally, only on film). A silent 
comedy called The General; which was accompanied by 
live piano music. 
 
Classic cars filled The Glebe on Sunday and a crowd was 

entertained by the mellow sounds of Newbury Ukulele 

Town Strummers, Mynott’s Wing, and Jennifer Wren & 

the Songbirds. And there was much, much more.  

Stockfest came to an end with a performance by Kennet 

Opera and a safari around the village’s arts and crafts exhi-

bitions. Nine days of enjoyment and excitement. 
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Events & Information! 

PANTO TIME 
AGAIN ......Oh Yes it 

is......  
 
Celebrating our 10th year Stock-
cross Panto Players present  
 

BUTTONS  

by Susan Vesey  
 
1st - 3rd December Sutton Hall, Stockcross Tick-
ets available from mid October at Stockcross Post 
Office Thursday 1st December £5. Friday & Sat-
urday £6. 

Stockcross & Surrounding History Association in-
vite you to a talk 'The Anglo Saxons in the New-
bury area' by Dr David Peacock. Monday 
31st October 7.30pm at The Sutton Hall. Members 
free. Guests welcome £3pp inc refreshments. 

Well another three months have passed, where 

we have had the villages best known bike sto-
len and thankfully found by Alan Burgess and 
returned the right full owner, Bruce Forsyth 
doing his work out in the garden and live bands 
and quizzes. Oh and the power cuts and light-
ing issues, so busy times had by all. 
 
We are now one of the three new comers to be 
published in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide, 
which we are very pleased about.  
We have a Halloween party on the 28/010/16 
dress up if you wish. Vince and the Vampire 
with the Toxic Pumpkin will be playing for us, 
(Dave, Jason, Duane and Steve)  
 
Christmas Jumpers are now being wash ready 
to be worn again. Please look on our face book 
page nearer the time for our opening hours, but 
here are the main days. 
 
24/12/16      12. – 3pm / 6. – 11.pm 
25/12/16      12. – 2pm 
31/12/16     12. – 3pm / 8.30 – late. 
 
Other Dates  
Quiz 
11/10/16 
8/11/16 
Xmas quiz 13/12/16 
Folk night 
Oct. 2nd,16th &30th 
Nov. 13th& 27th 
Dec.11th 
Speak to you again soon Dave and Chris. 
 

Eighteen months ago we had never even pulled a 
pint, let alone have any idea of what goes on in 
the cellar!!.. 

Well we have only gone and been selected, and 
are now in the 2017 CAMRA Good Beer Guide. 

thank you to all our customers. 

Dave & Chrissie   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Development for The Lord Lyon Inn, Stock-
cross. 
An application for permission to carry out development 
of the Lord Lyon has been received by West Berkshire 
Council. The proposal is for nine apartments (four with 
one bedroom, five with two bedrooms) following the re-
moval of the rear emergency staircase and first floor 
screen. I don’t have any information whether this will be 
for social housing or private. More information can be 
viewed on-line at www.westberks.gov.uk/planning. 
It will be sad to see the Lord Lyon go, as it has been part 

of village life for a good part of its history. 

http://www.westberks.gov.uk/planning
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STOCKCROSS VILLAGE STORE & POST OFFICE 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES FOR 

2016 
 

SATURDAY 24TH DECEMBER   CLOSE 
MONDAY 26TH DECEMBER  CLOSED 
TUESDAY 27TH DECEMBER       CLOSED 

 
WEDNESDAY 28TH DECEMBER 

7.00a.m. -  5.00p.m. 
THURSDAY 29TH DECEMBER  

7.00A.M.  -  5.00p.m. 
FRIDAY 30TH DECEMBER   

7.00a.m.  -  5.00p.m. 
SATURDAY 31ST  DECEMBER  

7.00a.m.  -  12.30p.m. 
MONDAY 2ND JANUARY 2017 CLOSED 

 
We will be open as usual from Tuesday 3rd Janu-

ary 2017, which are as follows: 
 
POST OFFICE:   
Monday to Friday  
9 am to 5.30pm 
Saturday   
9 am to 12.30 pm   
9.00a.m. – 12.30pm 
 
SHOP:    
Monday to Friday   
7 am to 6 pm  

                             Saturday  
                             7.00a.m. – 12.30pm  
 
‘We would like to thank you all for your continued support 
throughout the year and would like to take this opportunity to 
wish you a wonderful Christmas’  Stuart & Heather 

STOCKCROSS VILLAGE STORE & POST OFFICE 
DON’T FORGET THAT WE ARE STILL DOING THE 
ORDERS FOR YOUR LOCAL TURKEY AND HAM 
FOR CHRISTMAS. 

 

 
 

ALL PRICES, TYPES AND SIZES OF THE 
TURKEYS WILL BE AVAILABLE TO SEE IN 
THE SHOP. 
 
PLACE YOUR ORDERS AS SOON AS POSSI-
BLE TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 
TELEPHONE:  01488 657602 

 
 

Head Teacher’s Update 

 
Happy New School Year! It is incredible to think that this is-
sue of the Grapevine will reach you as we approach half-term 
– doesn’t the time fly when you’re having fun! 
 
Looking back to the end of last term, the Leavers’ Service in 
July was a happy but emotional time when we said farewell to 
our Year 6 children and wished them good luck at their sec-
ondary schools. 

 
Year 6 pupils on their residential trip to Weymouth. 
 
Since then, the start of our Autumn Term has seen two mem-
bers of staff return to school having got married in the sum-
mer, fifteen new children starting in our Reception class and 
thirteen of our Year 6 children on a residential course near 
Weymouth for a week.  
 
Congratulations to all the children for their entry to the prestig-
ious Arabian Rainbow Competition.  With a Rio Olympics 
theme this year they enabled us to win a cash prize! The horse 
is now back at school in the Conservation Area which you can 
see from the lane, ‘stabled’ alongside last year’s entry Shake-
speare’s Dream.   

 
This term the children have been involved with a Worship 
Treasure Trove at Bucklebury, fund-raising for Macmillan 
Cancer Support and Newbury Building Society training. We 
have forthcoming netball and tag rugby events and we are par-
ticularly looking forward to our Harvest Festival Service. 
 
West Berks Consultation 
West Berkshire Council are seeking views on the new 30 hours 
free childcare offer for eligible 3 and 4 year olds from Septem-
ber 2017. A survey for parents is available to help the council 
plan the operation and delivery of the extended childcare offer.  
Use www.westberks.gov.uk and search for childcare survey to 
take part.   
 
I look forward to updating you again in the run up to Christ-
mas - always a special time in our school. 
 
Best wishes, 
Katie Dickens 
Executive Headteacher 

http://www.westberks.gov.uk
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Church  
Services 

 
OCTOBER 
 
2nd   Harvest Family Service      6 pm 
9th    CW Holy  Communion       11 am 
23rd  CW Holy Communion        11 am 
30th   West Downland Group Communion 
at Brightwalton                             10 am 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
6th    Family Service                    11 am 
13th  CW Holy Communion  
with Remembrance                      10.55 am                               
27th  CW Holy Communion  11 am 
 
DECEMBER 
 
4th Family Service                      11 am 
11th CW Holy Communion           11 am 
18th Carol Service                         6  pm 
24th Crib Service                           5  pm 
25th Christmas Day Holy Communion 
                                                        11 am 

 
Music nights/  Rising Sun 

 
Acoustic Music nights at the Rising Sun 
is held every 2 weeks starting at 8.30 
pm  and the dates  are:- 
 
October 2nd, 16th & 30  
November 13th & 27th 
December 11th 
 

Quiz nights are at the Rising Sun  
2nd Tuesday of every month. 11 Oct, 8 

Nov & Xmas Quiz 13 Dec. Folk nights 

every other Sunday starting the 3rd of 

April 

Regular Events 
Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 10.15 & 
  11.15 pm   
Friday  Toffs Bridge at Village Hall 
   1.30pm 
  

Monthly 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book Group 8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meeting 
2nd Tuesday -Quiz Rising Sun 
Last Monday S&SHA 7.30pm Sutton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           12 to 12.45pm 
Bayford House     1.50 to 2.35pm 

 
 

Coming Events 

 
Oct 

 
Nov 

 
Dec 

13th  3rd 
24th  

15th 

Kennet Opera 
 
It was good to see so many of you at Ken-
net Opera's concert during Stockfest.   
 
This year's main production will be Ros-
sini's La Cenerentola  (Cinderella), sung 
in English.  The performances will be on 
November 9th, 11th and 13th at Arlington 
Arts.  We hope to see lots of you there. 

Tennis Club Update 
 
Even though the summer is over, there is 
no need to hang up your tennis racquets.  
The hard court surface means that it is 
possible to play throughout the year, ex-
cept when the courts are icy. 
 
Anyone who is not already a member and 
wishes to join will have a reduced rate 
subscription, which will last until April.  
Just contact Felicity Merchant 01488 
608672. 

A MESSAGE to ALL KEEN 
GARDENERS: 
 
 
All of us who are passionate about our gar-
dens are all too aware of the aches and pains 
which can result from a productive day in 
the garden. 
In 15 years of teaching Pilates locally I have 
noticed that a huge percentage of my stu-
dents are keen gardeners. 
We would like to share with you our ‘secret 
weapon’ for keeping the injuries to a mini-
mum: 
PURE PILATES classes will help you 
achieve  
-leaner, stronger muscles 
-better posture and balance 
-improved sleep 
-a flatter tummy 
-increased flexibility and mobility 
I would love to answer your questions per-

sonally, so please ring Gillian on 01235 

814299/07981 362867   

The Stockcross Children's Christ-
mas party will be held on Saturday 
10th December from 3-5pm in the 
Sutton Hall.  
Tickets will be on sale from early 
December in the post office.  
Any questions, contact Rachel on 
07990 542716. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Sutton Hall 
will be closed from Monday 26th De-
cember 2016 - Monday 9th January 
2017 for redecoration and repairs. 

SUTTON HALL MANAGE-
MENT COMMITTEE ANNU-
AL GENERAL MEETING  
 
Wednesday 12th October 8pm in 
the SUTTON HALL  
 
We will be serving cheese and 
wine from 7.30pm so why not 
come along and join us We are still 
looking for volunteers to join the 
committee and anyone who has a 
spare couple of hours per month 
and would like to get involved 
please give me a ring: Angela Ty-
ler    01488 657393  or email: an-
ge.sunflower@gmail.com  


