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FROM THE SUTTON HALL  STOCKCROSS FEBRUARY 2017 No.100 

In the first  five years of its life the Grapevine changed its cover on  many occasions, until it came up with 
the now famous Logo, in the September 1997 edition. No.23 (Designed by Jane Batt). 
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The Editor  
 

As you will have noticed, by the cover of this spe-

cial edition of the Grapevine, we’ve reached a mile-
stone; the 100th Edition. It all started way back in 
1992. In this issue we have a brief history of the 
Grapevine (on page 3), with further contributions on 
our 100th edition from past editors, throughout these 
pages. 
 
It is also my sad duty to report the death of two of our 
beloved villagers, Nigel Batt and Angela Painting. 
You will find an obituary about them both on page 9. 
 
Among the trips down memory lane will be the usual 
items, information, events, photo’s etc. In fact we’ve 
got so much for you in this  special edition that we’ve 
needed an extra 8 pages, pushing it up to 16.  
 
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank 
those men and women who regularly deliver the 
Grapevine to you. So thank you to: Viv Wilson, 
Maureen Earley, Ernie Preece, Brian & Jackie, 
Linda Mason, Denise Lewington, Kim Blackmore, 
Jane Batt, Ann Drewe, Shirley Wernham, Colin 
Butter, Steve Kirby, Julie Shepherd and Carol & 
David Standing. Not forgetting the people in the flats 
at Hanover Court and the Staff at Bayford House.  
 
Last year saw many great events held in Stockcross. 
Stockfest, which was a great success. Harvest Festi-
val, another success that was brought to you by Sutton 
Hall village committee.  I am sure this year we will 
have some great events that will tickle your fancy. 
These events and much more can only go ahead with 
YOUR support, so if you see something advertised 
then please come along, bring your family, and 
friends. 
 
Please remember that the next Grapevine will be out 
at the beginning of May. If you have anything you 
wish to put in that Grapevine (which will cover May 
to July) then please forward it on to me;  
 
Please note the Grapevine’s new email address:  
stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com 
 
Until we meet again, enjoy! 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR to 
you all.  
 
It was back in April 1992 
when Felicity and Michael 
Merchant published the first 
copy of The Grapevine.  25 
years later, in this our special 
100th edition, I’d like to say 
to Felicity and Michael, To-
ny Mayes, Jane Batt, Gillem 
SandysLumsdaine, Viv Wil-
son and Glenn Renshaw  (all 

our past and present editors and production team)  a 
big Thank you and Well Done for all your hard work 
over the years. You have made our village mag funny, 
readable, and informative.  If you are like me you al-
ways look forward to your copy of The Grapevine hit-
ting the doormat which you then immediately read 
from cover to cover.  
 
The latter end of last year proved a busy time for the 
hall committee and I was delighted when 4 new mem-
bers joined us at the AGM. Chris Rickard, Joan Barr, 
John Mingo and Tony Hersh. With their fresh ap-
proach, new ideas and help they are already proving 
their worth.  
 
It seems a long time ago now but more than 80 locals 
enjoyed our annual Harvest Supper where Ken Rich, a 
wordsmith, kept us entertained with his ditties and 
rhymes.  
 
December was panto season again. Our 10th and for 3 
wonderful sell-out nights the Stockcross Panto Players 
performed ‘Buttons’. Definitely ‘Oscar’ performances 
all round can’t wait for 2017 production. A special 
guest popped into the Christmas party and over 40 
children were excited to see Father Christmas at the 
village hall. Following the Church carol service a 
packed hall enjoyed our Christmas drinks get together 
with an excellent past and present slide show present-
ed by David Seaton.  
 
The village had its own sad news around Christmas 
time with the passing of  Nigel Batt, unexpected but 
peacefully at home.  Angela Painting, our former care-
taker and committee member. Neil Weight, 50, from 
Wickham Heath, an inspiration to us all, who fought a 
courageous battle against cancer.  All three had lived 
in the village for many years and will be sorely 
missed. Our sincere condolences to their wives Jane 
and Debbie and to Angela’s husband Geoff and to all 
their families.  
(continued on right) 
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The Grapevine; a brief history. 
 

In 1992, John Major was the Prime Minister, in Amer-
ican George Bush Sr. was President. But there was 
rumbling in the air. John Major, who took over from 
the Iron Lady called a General Election for 9th April, 
so that he could have his own mandate and but his fin-
gers up to his critics. Neil Kinnock was the Leader of 
the Labour party and wished to take over from Major 
and lead the country to a different path. Bill Clinton 
had similar ideas to Kinnock, wanting to replace the 
sitting leader, as he went on the campaign trail to re-
place George Bush Sr. Only one of those two chal-
lengers would be successful. In France Euro Disney-
land was opening their gates. But more important than 
all the goings on around the world, a small group of 
people, in the village of Stockcross, were preparing 
for an evening together. This small group had some 
important issues on their mind, for their night out at 
their monthly committee meeting (Oh, the joys of life! 
Can it really get any better than this!). At one particu-
lar meeting it was put forward by the then Chairman 
of the Sutton Hall Management Committee, Ken Sul-
livan, that Stockcross should have a local newsletter. 
As such thoughts swirled around everybody’s minds it 
was decided that, yes, let’s have one, and it was here 
that Felicity and Mike Merchant was thrust into the 
limelight. In Felicity’s piece for the 100th edition of 
the Grapevine she said, “We spent a lot of time dis-
cussing the style, format, and tone as we wanted it to 
be interesting and informative whilst avoiding too 
matey a style.” The first issue had a blank signpost, 
awaiting a result of a new name. A competition was 
held and the name Grapevine pushed its head above 
the parapet.  
 

After five years of doing an excellent job, they hand-
ed over the responsibility to Jane Batt & Tony Mayes. 
In their first editorial (September 1997) they outlined 
their strategies, “You’ll see that the Grapevine is 
somewhat changed this issue, Mike and Felicity hav-
ing passed the responsibility for its production to a 
new team. We hope we can maintain the high stand-
ard they have set over the years. In terms of the or-
ganisation, Jane is doing most of the hard work and 
so, if you have anything to go in to the Grapevine, 
please contact her. She works in the village and you 
can either ring or put information through her letter-
box. We now also have the facility to include more 
photographs, so if you have any of interest please let 
us use them. They won’t be damaged; they will be 
returned.” The article then goes on and says, “Jane, 
an illustrator, typographer and graphic designer by 
training, has also designed the new masthead. We 
hope you like it.” A second new chapter starts in the 
life of the Grapevine. Later Tony continued as Editor, 
but this time with Gillem Sandys-Lumsdaine along-
side him. In 2004, Tony handed over responsibility to 
Viv. Gillem continued helping out until handing over 
full control to Viv in March 2009. Her first issue was 
March 2004 (No. 49). Viv continued with the high 
standards that had been set and stamped her own 
identity on the Grapevine. She continued doing an 
excellent job for 12 years, finally handing it over in 
January 2016 to yours truly.   
 
When the Newsletter began, it was at a time that there 
was need for major investment and community assis-
tance was essential. When the Grapevine was thought 
up it was decided the purpose of the newsletter was to 
keep each and every one of us updated with its pro-
gress towards a “new and vibrant hall, advertise the 
Hall to encourage its use and also to include stories 
and features of village interest”.  
 
Twenty-five years on and the Sutton Hall is now a 
well-used community centre. The Grapevine still re-
mains a quarterly publication; containing local inter-
est stories, information and forthcoming events, such 
as Stockfest, Harvest Festival, Panto, Pub quizzes 
etc., as well as promoting our local pub (The Rising 
Sun) and Post Office/ shop. A big thank you must 
also go to YOU, the reader, for furbishing us with 
your titbits, local news, events, school information 
etc. Without your support then the Grapevine would 
have folded years ago. 
 
[To have  been able to put  this brief history together 
I had to take some information from the writings of  
Viv Wilson, Jane Batt, Tony Hayes and Felicity Mer-
chant, so a thank you to them for that] 
 
Glenn 

On a lighter note, back in November I travelled to 
Myanmar (Burma) for a 2 week photography tour 
with 12 like minded strangers. It was the most amaz-
ing trip of my life and on Wednesday 22nd February, 
2pm at the STOCC monthly meeting I will be show-
ing some of my pictures. Anyone welcome, you don’t 
have to be a regular to come along. 
 
 With these much lighter February afternoons and the 
dark, grey days of December and January behind us, 
the snowdrops pushing their heads through and the 
daffodils not far behind, Spring is just around the cor-
ner. My favourite time of the year for walking in the 
beautiful countryside surrounding our village.  
 
Hope you enjoy this copy of The Grapevine.  
 
Angela Tyler Chair 
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Harvest Harvest Harvest FestivalFestivalFestival... 



 

5 THE GRAPEVINE—February 2017 

 
Harvest Festival’s winning Poetry 
completion: won by Linda Mason’s 
table. 
 

At Harvest Supper in Stockcross one 
night 
Table 3 had a terrible fright 
A pudding from Shelly gave our group 
Delhi belly 
And we all went out like a light 
 
Angela requested a key 
To the Hall’s newly-lit WC 
She gave us a powder that made us 
burp louder 
And we all went home for a pee 

Three wise men heard about a competition (at 
the Harvest Festival) to find the best looking men 
in the village. Unfortunately, they misheard and it 
was three Wise men for the Christmas Panto that 
was wanted,  nevertheless, they were given pan-
sies for their effort and enthusiasm. Stockcross 
does love a trier and you can’t get more trying 
enthusiastic than village folk.  

Harvest Festival  was a great success and the hall 
was packed, with happy people. Everybody enjoyed 
themselves. It ended with a Poet (Ken Rich) entertain-
ing everybody, to loud applause.  A competition was 
held to find the best piece of poetry (winner above). A 
great time was had by everybody. Roll on the next 
one. 

Fun at the Rising Sun PubFun at the Rising Sun PubFun at the Rising Sun Pub 

Whether it be Christ-

mas, Halloween, New 

Years Eve, summer 

nights, Quiz evenings, 

folk nights or just 

wanting a great day/ 

evening out, you can’t 

beat the Rising Sun Pub 

for that. Your hosts, 

Chrissie and Dave, will 

always make sure that 

you are well looked 

after. The food is tra-

ditional pub grub and 

very, very tasty. The lo-

cals always welcome 

friendly faces and the 

same natives will find it a 

home away from home. If 

you haven’t been – 

whether local or not – 

please come along and 

show support for your 

local pub. 
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The 100th Edition of the Grapevine 
by former editor Felicity Merchant. 
 
The village hall committee decided that we should 
have a village newsletter. For some reason, possibly 
agreed over a pint or two, it was felt that Mike and I 
would be the ideal people to produce it, probably be-
cause we could spell. We spent a lot of time discuss-
ing the style, format and tone as we wanted it to be 
interesting and informative whilst avoiding too matey 
a style. 
 
An important aspect was what it should be called.  It 
was decided to run a competition in the first issue to 
choose a name.  This issue had a blank signboard on 
the front cover, awaiting the result.  I can't remember 
who came up with The Grapevine, but it was the most 
appropriate. 
 
Getting copy was often like pulling teeth and we 
sometimes had to be quite inventive.  Occasionally 
gems came our way, as with the great gravestone sto-
ry, when a local resident was alarmed to find the 
churchyard full of new gravestones. There turned out 
to be a rational explanation involving the making of a 
film. 
 
Photographs were a great help and we were delighted 
when Sue Hopson lent us some of her collection of 
old photos of the village.  At this time we weren't 
able to scan in pictures and were using Quark Ex-
press.  The final copy was then photocopied by Ken. 
Sometimes typos passed us by and we didn't see them 
until after copying.  The worst example was for the 
front cover of the March 1996 edition, which ap-
peared as March 1969.  No one commented on it. 
 
After 5 years, Mike and I felt that we should hand 
The Grapevine over to a new editor and were delight-
ed that Jane & Tony was happy to take it on. 
 

The 100th edition of the Grapevine by 
former editor Jane Batt. 
 
During my stint producing The Grapevine we 
changed it to the format we have today but it was still 
being photocopied so the quality was nothing like the 
lovely digital prints we have today. The logo has 
gradually become distorted so we are thinking it's 
time for a change - if anyone has any ideas for this do 
let Glenn know. I enjoyed getting to know the village 
more and meeting people on my delivery rounds who 
said how much they enjoyed reading it. Jane Batt 

This was the first copy 
produced for the vil-
lage, by Mike and Fe-
licity Merchant. No 
name yet, but a compe-
tition was held and the 
name Grapevine was 
chosen.  It featured 
coming events, Neigh-
bourhood watch, an ar-
ticle about the rumours 
of Sutton Hall  etc. 

Some covers produced by Mike  & Felicity Merchant 

Past editors corner. 
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The 100th  Edition of the Grapevine by former  
editor Viv Wilson 
 
Glenn has asked me, as a past editor, to write a few words for the 
100th edition of The Grapevine so here goes. 
 
I moved to Stockcross in October 1998 and joined the hall com-
mittee in 1999. The Grapevine was already established as a 
newsletter keeping people informed of what was going on. In 
2003 I took over the job of editor from Tony Mayes, who was 
moving out of Stockcross. Gillem Sandys Lumsdaine continued 
as compositor until March 2009, after which I was on my own. 
In total I edited 48 issues my last being in October 2015. 
 
I have been looking at back copies of ‘my’ Grapevines. I was 
lucky with my first headline. It was big news, the Bowling Club 
was closing. However there seems always to have been some-
thing newsworthy to put on the front page and, for such a small 
village, plenty of funny stories and snippets to go into Last 
Words on the back page. Births, marriages and deaths were all 
included. I regularly had stories and pictures sent to me and got 
to know many in the village because of my role as Grapevine 
editor. If I am asked for my favourite article over those years it 
would be the piece I wrote entitled ‘Butch Goodenough and the 
Sunflower Kid’, a tale of finding and measuring sunflowers for 
the sunflower growing competition. 
 
When I began and for many years afterwards there was so much 
going on it was never difficult to fill the pages. Sunflower, 
pumpkin and potato growing competitions, jazz picnics, street 
fairs, musical shows, ballroom dancing, cricket matches featur-
ing the Stockcross Gentlemens’ X1, beer festivals, skittles, har-
vest suppers, STOCC, exhibitions, royal celebrations, St Georges 
Day Fair, the village snowball, the Christmas drinks and chil-
drens’ parties, film nights, slideshows, litter picks, bazaars, quiz-
zes, Tennis club and Knitting group news, jumble and table top 
sales, computer courses and the panto. Of course some of this 
continues today and new events have been added, Stockfest, 
SASHA and the regular pub quiz and book group amongst them. 
 
By 2013 times were changing. The village had a Facebook page 
where news and views were instantly available. I notice that on 
the front page of the 2013 January issue I added the following 
comment: 
‘This paper version of events in the village is still useful for those 
without internet access and is also the archive for the future so 
please support it by submitting your news and reviews. 
Thankyou’ 
 
Fewer stories were being sent in without prompting and it be-
came more of a chore to create four issues a year. It seemed time 
to find a new editor. till firmly believe that The Grapevine is a 
valuable archive of life in Stockcross. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
majority of my time as editor but was delighted when Glenn vol-
unteered to take over in 2015. A fresh approach is always a good 
idea. 
I would urge you to support him in helping to record life in 
Stockcross for future generations by sending in your stories and 
pictures. It is your newsletter. It is free, courtesy of The Sutton 
Hall Management Committee and delivered to your door by a 
team of volunteers.  Long may it continue. 

Viv’s favourite article she wrote for the Grape-
vine: Butch Goodenough & the Sunflower Kid 
“The Search for Stockcross Sunflowers,” on the  
right.  
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The 100th Edition of the Grapevine by former   
editor  Tony Mayes 
 
 
Memories of Stockcross 
Congratulations on your centenary, Grapevine.  Wow, the 
100th issue. I’m honoured to be asked to contribute some-
thing. Where to start is the problem, but how about this: 
Stockcross has provided us with a string of the happiest 
memories of our married life.  Here are just a few of them. 
 
The pubs 
When we moved in to Stockcross there was a saying in the 
village: “Locals go to the Rising Sun, incomers go to the 
Lord Lyon and nobody goes to the Cricketers.’ There must 
have been a bit of truth in this which is why The Cricketers 
soon became residential! Soon after we moved in, thinking 
that I now qualified as a local (I didn’t realise it took 20 
years), I went into the Rising Sun for a pint one day, got 
talking to one of the other customers who asked me 
‘What’s the weather like where you come from?’ Smart-
arse me replied ‘Oh pretty much the same as here.’ 
‘Where’s that?’ asked my drinking partner. ‘About 50 
yards down the road’ I stupidly replied. If looks could kill 
I wouldn’t be writing this now, that’s for sure. I didn’t go 
back in there for years! 
 
Mike Pike’s MBE, 1996 
I think the whole village felt honoured when Mike Pike 
was awarded his MBE in 1996. We had a great party for 
him in the Sutton Hall and I wrote an ‘ode’ to celebrate it. 
One of the fun things is that the then editor of the Newbury 
Weekly News used to bring his shoes to the village to get 
them repaired and he referred to the ‘Phantom Cobbler of 
Stockcross’ in the NWN since he hardly ever actually saw 
Mike. This, of course, was a great feed for me and gave me 
a wonderful title for the poem: Mike Pike, the Phantom 
Cobbler of Stockcross. 
 
The Adventure Playground 
One year the PTFA at the school thought it would be a fun 
idea to build an adventure playground for the children. In 
addition to a slide, which we sourced second hand and a 
rope swing and a timber climbing frame which I seem to 
remember we built from wood supplied by the Sutton Es-
tate, we wanted something special. Then someone (I think 
it was Keith Phillips) spotted a large concrete pipe seem-
ingly abandoned just off the side of the M4 somewhere. 
Perfect but how to get it to Stockcross? Nothing ventured 
we appealed to the American Air Force at Greenham Com-
mon Airbase and they really came up trumps. The sent an 
enormous articulated lorry to bring it back and a heavy 
duty forklift to get it on and off the lorry. When it arrived 
at the school we got all the children out to watch it being 
unloaded and placed in position. That, alone, was worth all 
the hard work we put in to that project, seeing the looks of 
amazement on their faces. I remember one small girl 
standing just in front of me saying to her little friend ‘Oh, 
look, here comes the A team!’ 
 

That was a fun summer made more enjoyable by the rela-
tionship we built up with the Americans (led by Major 
Wayne Balcom and Serjeant Rich Ko) many of whom 
joined our working parties at the school over the week-
ends. The only downside was that they beat us at Round-
ers! 
 
The Communal Christmas Day Dinner, 1992 
This stemmed from the baby-sitting circle set up amongst 
the various young parents who had moved into the village. 
We were all good friends and one year it occurred to us 
that it might be rather fun to have Christmas Dinner to-
gether. It soon became plain there was a potential problem 
with this idea because parents kept saying “well, could I 
bring so and so, please?” Then word got around outside 
the baby sitting group and other people were asking if 
they, too, could join us. Eventually we had over 50 people 
to have Dinner together on Christmas day in the Sutton 
Hall.  
The food was brilliantly organised by the ladies of the vil-
lage under the guidance of Linda Mason with the turkeys 
being cooked, I seem to remember, at the Vineyard - the 
chef there was living in Stockcross and volunteered his 
help. 
I remember it as a thoroughly enjoyable and unusual day 
so why did we never repeat it? Probably because Christ-
mas is really a time to be with your family. 
 
Sherwood, 1988; New Year at Center Parcs 
The problem with Baby Sitting Circles is that, inevitably, 
there comes a time when every member wants to go out on 
the same night. Christmas and New Year are an example. 
So what to do? We came up with a brilliant solution: let’s 
all go round to Lynne and Keith’s! Highly successful and 
we had some good evenings there with the grown-ups hav-
ing a party in one room and the kids having one in another 
room.  
Understandably, after a few years this got rather too much 
for the Phillips and another solution to New Year had to be 
organised.  And that is how we found ourselves driving up 
to Nottingham for the New Year celebrations at Center 
Parcs. I think there were 17 of us. 
What a week we had. The days were basically free to do 
what you wanted (plenty to do on site) and then we would 
all meet up in the evenings. One family would supply a 
meal for all the adults (these meals had all been prepared 
beforehand and frozen). The children were given money 
and sent off to buy themselves burgers or whatever. After 
dinner we all met up to go swimming in the heated open 
air pool in the dark (brilliant) and play in the water slide. 
On New Year’s Eve we took over the Pizza restaurant for 
a meal and all celebrated together. A memorable holiday. 
Memories 
There were many other times that will stay in our memo-
ries: Rounders matches, village fetes, the Wide Game in 
the woods one summer, Fireworks in the Glebe Field, 
Rabbit Pie nights, Time Team’s visit to Janey Hawkins’ 
cottage. Thank you, Stockcross, for those happy times.  
 

Past editors corner. 
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On the right is the latest photo of Sutton Hall 
Committee members for 2017.   
 
Top Row:  Stephen Mullaly, Mark Nevitt 
(Treasure), Ron Cummings (co-chair), Brian Palmer, 
Tony Hersh and yours truly. 
Bottom Row:  Angela Tyler (Chair), Denise Lew-
ington, Chrissie Richards, Linda Mason (Secretary),  
Joan Barr. Ernie Preece  and John Mingo are also 
member s of the committee, but not in the photo. 
 

Nigel Batt 

I would like to thank all the people around Stockcross 
who have given such amazing support to myself and 
Nigel's family. Nigel's sudden death has been such a 
shock but you have all given me such strength and 
positivity by your lovely messages and kind help be-
fore, during and after the funeral service. Nigel had 
lived here for 30 years - having two teenage children, 
Lucy and Ian, helped to make friends initially and he 
got to know many of you better after retiring from 
the micro-electronics industry 15 years ago. You may 
have seen him walking a variety of dogs around the 
woods and roads where he made many new doggy 
pals too. He would have been so chuffed to know all 
his friends were there for him and so pleased you are 
helping me now. I can't thank you enough, Jane. 
 
Editors Note:  on my many walks with my dog I 
would often bump into Nigel and we would often 
chat about politics and life in general. A very nice 
Gentleman. He will be sadly missed by all.  RIP. 

Stockcross news 
Angela Gertrude Joy 
Painting was born in 
Kintbury at Wawcott 
Farm in 1938, the middle 
of 3 girls. She attended 
schools in Kintbury and 
Hungerford and, after 
several different occupa-
tions locally, returned to 
work on the farm. After 
marrying Geoff in 1967 
they lived in Russell 
Road, Newbury.  
 
In 1973 Angela was ap-
pointed Caretaker of the 
Sutton Hall Stockcross. 
She and Geoff lived in 
the Caretaker’s Cottage 
until they retired in 
2001.With Geoff’s help, 
she kept the Hall in im-

maculate condition, and her floors were always buffed 
to a high shine. They also kept the garden beautifully, 
growing a vast profusion of flowers and a cornucopia 
of vegetables. They retired in 2001 and moved across 
the road to No.83 Church Road. Their love for gar-
dening continued and their garden was always a joy to 
them both and admired by passers-by. 
 
Angela continued to be involved with the Hall. She 
sat on the Sutton Hall Committee for many years, she 
was a founder member of STOCC and a stalwart of 
the all the Jumble Sales, producing delicious cakes for 
every occasion for both the Hall and the Church, and 
in particular, her famous Bread Pudding, which was 
legendary! 
 
Eventually ill health overtook her, and sadly she died 
in hospital on January 8th 2017. 
She was always cheerful, and kindly and will be re-
membered by many with great affection. 
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Past editors corner. 
THE 100th Edition of the Grapevine by for-

mer editor Gillem Sandys-Lumsdaine 
 
I took over compiling “The Grapevine” from Jane 
Batt just before the Millennium in reply to a notice in 
the Newsletter asking for volunteers and much en-
joyed the years that I helped in its production, alt-
hough I must admit that I have only written one arti-
cle for it. 
 
I do, however, now appreciate the opportunity to say 
what an excellent Newsletter “The Grapevine” has 
always been and, to my mind, its contents and long 
life reflect the splendid spirit of the good people of 
Stockcross and how they have grown that community 
spirit of the village over the years.  There can be few 
villages around the Country, which can match Stock-
cross for the work its inhabitants cheerfully contrib-
ute for each other, the Village and the Community in 
general. 
 
I have viewed the workings of the Village as some-
thing of an outsider, I suppose, as I have lived some 
miles away at Hoe Benham, since we relocated to 
Newbury in 1994. 
 
Our house was originally called Jessett’s Cottage and 
comprised two semi detached dwellings with one half 
set aside as the Bakery for the Sutton Estate.  Know-
ing how many houses the Estate had in the area, the 
occupants of Jessett’s Cottage must have had their 
work out to satisfy the needs of around 400 house-
holds, for whom bread was a hugely important part 
of every day diet. 
 
The oven is still in situ and takes up a fair part of the 
hall of our house, but has been bricked in and so this 
precludes us from trying out Mary Berry’s recipes on 
an almost commercial scale. 
 
My wife and I arrived in Hoe Benham along with 
three children, two dogs and also my somewhat in-
firm mother (not in that order of importance, I should 
point out) and it was necessary to make a small ex-
tension to the house so that my mother could have 
separate, self contained accommodation on the 
ground floor. 
 
The plans were drawn up by my architect, but needed 
the approval of the Estate Management before going 
to the Council and so I wrote formally to the Estate 
Office and the Agent, Alec Seccombe, asking him to 
consider what was proposed. 
 
Somehow his surname rang a bell in my memory 

and, so when he said he would like to visit to see how 
the plans would work out on the ground, I was de-
lighted to have the opportunity to meet him. 
 
All seemed to go well and, at the end of the visit, he 
said he would consider the plans and then added, “by 
the way, are you related to Leesa?”  The penny then 
dropped, as Leesa was my sister and a well known 
equestrian artist, living in the Cotswolds, where Alec 
would have lived with his family in a nearby village.  
His mother and mine were very close friends and so I 
felt that my application to have our plans approved 
now stood a better chance of success. 
 
I hoped my reply to Alec would definitely ensure suc-
cess, when I answered, “Yes, she is my sister and are 
you related to Annabel?”.  It transpired that Annabel 
was indeed his sister and a great coincidence that we 
had both taken out each other’s sister many years pre-
viously on a date or two!  Approval to extend duly 
came through and the small addition to the house has 
proved a boon. 
 
We became good friends with the Seccombes over the 
years until the tragic death of Judy, and Alec’s subse-
quent retirement as Agent and his move to Somerset.  
I was delighted, therefore, to be able at the time to 
write a short article for “The Grapevine” recording 
his departure and detailing Alec’s distinguished ca-
reer as Agent for the Sutton Estates, ably assisted by 
Judy. 



 

11 THE GRAPEVINE—February 2017 

Head Teacher’s Update 
Happy New Year and many congratulations to The Grapevine on reaching its 100th anniversary.  
Looking back to the end of last term, as you can probably imagine the children had a wonderful time getting ready for 
Christmas. Our Christingle Service at St John’s was lovely and I was very proud of the choir for their performances at 
both St Nicolas’ (in support of Save The Children) and when they entertained the residents at Bayford House.  
 
The Infant’s performance of ‘Christmas with the Aliens’ went extremely well and there were nearly 100 people in the 
audience at each show. Careers in the West End beckon… 
 
Class 2 also performed for their parents; their Mummers’ Play, which is an early form of street theatre, was amusing, 
fun and of course dramatic as St George attempted to slay the dragon. 
 
In early December we were delighted to host teaching staff from schools in Italy, Lithuania and Estonia. This formed 
part of a European-funded Erasmus initiative, sharing best practices across schools. In a climate when we are constantly 
reflecting and evaluating our efforts to strive for perpetual improvement, it was refreshing to have a few days to recog-
nise and celebrate all that is good about what we do to support the children and their learning and to pause to really ap-
preciate what incredibly special children we have at Stockcross. I am delighted with the quality of education and experi-
ence we offer our children daily and know that through our Erasmus project, which starts with a focus on self-respect, 
we will continue to enhance the quality of our vision to develop our children's roots and wings.  
 
This term the pace will not let up! We have many sporting and cultural events planned for all the children, we will find 
out where our Year 6s will be going to secondary school, staff will be making reciprocal Erasmus visits and we will be 
spending a week focusing on many different aspects of safety. 
It will all be fun, noisy, eventful and I can’t wait to tell you all about it in the next edition of The Grapevine. 
 
Best Wishes, Katie Dickens Executive Headteacher 

Save The Children Carol Concert The Infant Nativity Play Class 2’s Mummers’ Play 

STOCKCROSS SHOULD BE BETTER REPRESENTED ON THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Ken Sullivan and Keith Phillips are the only parish councillors living within the Stockcross village envelope.   

They are just two amongst 11, by far the majority of whom live the other side of the A34.   The full establish-

ment is 13 so there’s space for two more without having to call an election.   

 

Ken and Keith have served for more years than they like to think about.  We need younger representation 

from this end of the Parish.  This would also help balance the numbers.   So if you have the slightest interest 

in representing your community why not come along to a meeting, without any kind of commitment, and find 

out what it’s all about?  One of the major responsibilities of the Council is Stockcross Recreation Ground, 

including the pavilion. 

 

Meetings are roughly monthly, usually Mondays (Feb 13 and Mar 13 being the next).  Or you can call Ken on 

01488 608 436 or Keith on 01488 608 249 to find out more.   Being a busy person is not an excuse – many of 

the councillors hold down full time jobs and have other commitments besides, including raising small chil-

dren. 
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Panto 

Stockcross Panto Players in Buttons by Susan Vesey 
1st – 3rd December 2016 at The Sutton Hall Stockcross 
 
Christmas in Stockcross begins with the panto performed 
by the Stockcross Panto Players at the village hall. It is a 
10-year-old tradition that brings the small village communi-
ty together and raises money for the Sutton Hall.  
 
This year Jason Palmer returned as producer and director 
and gave us ‘Buttons ‘by Susan Vesey, a sequel to his 
original production of Cinderella in 2007. 

 
It would be unfair to single out the individual performances 
as all the cast, whose ages ranged from 7ish to 70ish, 
showed talent and enthusiasm. The colourful costumes 
made by Mary West and the crew, the splendid scenery 
designed and painted by Gail Davis and her team , the 
sound, lighting and backstage management raised the pro-
duction level above that expected of a village hall panto. All 
in all a wonderful 10th anniversary show that sent the sell 
out audiences home with a warm, smiley feeling. 
 
Over the 10 years it has raised over £20000 for the hall and 
as Claire Mingo put it “That's fantastic! I'm so proud to have 
been part of the Panto for the last 5 years and to know it's 
raised so much money! For us it's given me the opportunity 
to do something I loved again after 25 years, it's helped 
John to discover a talent he never knew he had and helped 
Grace to grow in confidence in a way that she would never 
have done if she hadn't been part it! Thank you all, long 
may it continue  
 
Here’s to the next 10 years! 
 
Viv Wilson 
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AGM SUTTON HALL 

AGM at Sutton Hall on 12th October 2016. The 
meeting went well, with four new members 
joining the Sutton Hall Committee. If you are 
interested in joining and playing your part in the 
community please contact one of the committee 
members or myself. 
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John Richards celebrates his 75th birthday at the 
Rising Sun pub on Friday the 20th January.  
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Current Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From January 2017 

 Small Large Both 

 Hall Hall Halls 
Resident 6.50 9.50 12.50 
Non resident 10.00    15.00 18.00 

Minimum hire 2 hours 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

Please Note: new charges 

Thanks to all the children who came to the 
village kids' Christmas party in Decem-
ber. We were lucky to have a brilliant en-
tertainer - Andy from Froggle Parties -
 and our very special guest, Father Christ-
mas!  A great time was had by all.  Big 
thanks to the Sutton Hall for supporting 
this event. 

After a very busy  Christmas, things are back 
to some sort of normality. Thank you all for 
your support and we hope you all had a good 
festive season. 
  
We have the very popular Marsden’s fudge 
back in stock. These make the perfect little 
gifts when accompanied with the lovely Wes-
sex flowers.  Summerdown Mints (made in 
Hampshire), are still a favourite, we now also 
stock the Peppermint Tea which is proving 
popular. 
Our wine selection has improved, pop in  and 
have a look. Our pies, Chicken & Mushroom 
and Steak and Kidney, have been moving 
well over the cold spell we have been having. 
They are very full and wholesome. A good 
old fashioned pie. 
Local Berkshire Honey, Welford Park bacon 
and sausages are also available. 
Finally, Congratulations to the Grapevine on 

your 10th anniversary. 

Father Christmas from the Kids' Christmas party 
in December, at Sutton Village Hall.  

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com
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COMING EVENTS 
Church  
Services 

 
 

 February 
 
1st    Family Service   11am 
12th  CW  Holy Communion  
11am 
26th  CW   Holy Communion 
11am 
 

March  
 
5th    Family Service  11am 
12th  CW Holy Communion  
11am 
26th   Family mother Sunday 
service 11am 
 

April 
 
2nd   Family Service  11am 
9th    Palm Sunday Holy Com-
munion  11am 
16th   Easter Day Holy Com-
munion  11am 
23rd   CW Holy Communion  
11am 
30th  United Benefice MC at 
Stockcross  9.30 am 
 

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           12 to 12.45pm 
Bayford House     1.50 to 2.35pm 

 
 

 
Feb 

 
March 

 
April 

136h  9th 
30th  

N/A 

Kennet Opera 
 
Kennet Opera welcomes new sing-
ers for our 2017 season of concerts 
and our main production in No-
vember.  Look out for further in-
formation from our website, 
www.kennetopera.co.uk or follow 
us on Facebook. 
 
Pilates 
 
Pilates is back in the Sutton Hall 
on Wednesday mornings.  Anyone 
interested in joining this friendly 
group, which caters for all ages, 
please contact Gillian on 01235 
814299 or 07981 362867  
 
Tennis Club 
 
The season will start again in 
April, but some of us are still play-
ing regularly.  Look out for infor-
mation about the forthcoming 
AGM.  We need new and young-
er? people to come onto the com-
mittee.   
 
Felicity  

the SASHA AGM which will be held 
on Monday 28th January 7.3pm in 
small hall. Free event all welcome. 
  

SASHA meets the last Monday of 
the month in the small hall. Look 
out for notices around the village 
and our FB & website pages. 
  

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Vill/ Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 10.15          
   & 11.15 pm   
Friday Toffs Bridge at Vill/ Hall 
   1.30pm 
  

Monthly 
 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book Group 
8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meeting 
2nd Tuesday -Quiz Rising Sun 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sutton 
Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  
 
 
Rising Sun folk nights every fortnight, 
starting from Sunday 5 February. 

http://www.kennetopera.co.uk

