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The Editor  
 
 
 

Welcome to the August edition of the Grapevine. In 

this important edition (but then again, what edition isn’t!), 
we bring you – what has become a Stockcross August in-
stitution – Stockfest. From the 16th to the 25th August, 
there will be fun, games, a quiz, walkabouts, picnics, the 
list goes on. All aspects of the village is being utilised for 
your benefit. So don’t just sit there, come along, you de-
cide, but you won’t be disappointed. 
 
Also inside, Tony Hersh updates you about the defibrilla-
tor and how you can get training on it (a thank you for all 
his hard work). Our councillor Keith Phillips brings us 
news that Ken Sullivan is stepping down from his role as 
councillor (we all thank him for what he has achieved 
over the years for Stockcross).  
 
There is also news about our Village store/ Post Office 
(they’ve purchased something special for you), and of 
course we mustn’t forget the Rising Sun pub, always 
ready to show their hospitality when you walk through 
their doors. 
 
Stockcross Primary School’s  Executive Head Teacher 
Katie Dickens updates us all about the end of the academ-
ic year. 
 
A special mention to Bayford House, who are getting in-
volved with Stockfest and what they have for you every 
Wednesday, between 11 am and 12 pm (want to know 
more…  then turn to page 8). 
 
It only leaves me now to wish you a very happy summer’s 

holiday/ Stockfest… and just enjoy! Well done Stockcross 

people for what you’ve brought to our Village. 

Deadline for the November edition (November to January) 
will be the 19th October (Friday). So if you have anything 
for that Edition then please get it to me by that date. 
 
Please note the Grapevine’s email address:  
 
stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com 
 

Until we meet 

again, enjoy! 

I must start off by 
thanking The Sutton 
Hall management 
committee, for all the 
hard work everyone 
has been putting into 
all the projects that 
we have been doing 
recently. 
 

A special thank you to Tony ( Hersh ) for all the effort he 
has put in raising the money that was required to enable us 
to purchase the defibrillator, which is now installed at the 
hall, Tony is now planning to hold training sessions, in con-
junction with the suppliers of the equipment, for all Stock-
cross residents, who would like to be involved. Please look 
out for the full details that will be posted on the village no-
tice board next to the shop. 
 
The Committee recently employed a specialist commercial 
company, to advise us on all aspects of health and safety, 
risk and fire assessment, emergency exits and lighting etc. 
etc. etc, this is to ensure that The Sutton Hall is completely 
up to date with all the latest regulations, that are required 
by law for this type of venue, another big thank you to 
Mark ( Nevitt ), our treasurer, and all the other members of 
the committee to ensure that all the work that is required to 
get all the recommendations being implemented, a very big 
daunting task. 
 
It is always good to report that our hall bookings are still at 
a very high level.  
 
Ron Cummings 

The Lord Lyon in the pro-
cess of being turned into  
apartments. Originally the 
Nags Head, this historic 
building is going to be trans-
formed into new homes.  

Eddie and Wendy on 

their way to (or 

from) a village party. 

The spirit of Stock-

cross people holds 

no bounds. So don’t 

just sit there, show 

your colours and join 

in the Stockfest mo-

ment. Put it in your 

diary: 16-25 August, 

and see you there. 
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Stockcross news etc. 
LOTTERY UPDATE 
 
Stockcross now has 
a Defibrillator, located in the 
porch of the Village Hall, 
which was bought using 
money raised from the Vil-
lage Lottery and various 
grants and donations !     The 
defibrillator is inside a bright 
yellow cabinet which has an 
alarm on it to deter theft 
and to raise help if there is 
an emergency.   The defibril-

lator is very simple to use and I have written step by step 
instructions which are inside the carrying case.   I will also 
be running a training session in the Village Hall at 7pm on 
Sunday 6th August if anyone would like to see the defib-
rillator and learn how to use it 
 
From July onwards we will be saving money from the 
Lottery towards some traffic calming measures to slow 
down the speed of traffic through the Village.  Any such 
methods (eg road signs, road markings, chicanes, humps 
etc) need to be proposed by the Parish Council and ap-
proved by West Berks Highways Agency.    Currently the 
Highways Agency say they won't approve any more traffic 
calming in the Village because they have no evidence that 
cars speed when driving through the Village.   We can still 
propose installing traffic calming methods if we pay for 
them as a Village but we will have a greater chance of 
getting them approved if we can show that cars do speed 
through the Village.   In October there may be the oppor-
tunity for some Villagers to be trained how to use speed 
cameras and for us to measure speeds ourselves, so we 
are trying to take advantage of that opportunity and will 
then put in our application for traffic calming measures 
afterwards.   If any traffic calming methods are approved 
we will consult the Villagers before we implement any-
thing to ensure everyone is comfortable with what is pro-
posed.   
 
From July onwards at least half the money taken for 
Lottery tickets will be paid out in 5 prizes at 9pm on the 
last Friday of each month at the Rising Sun.   The rest of 
the money taken will be saved towards our traffic calming 
fund.  If we are eventually refused to implement any 
traffic calming measures we will use the fund towards  
something else of benefit for the Village.   More benches 
on the Rec and Christmas decorations have been suggest-
ed but other suggestions are welcome ! 
 

Continued….  
Please support the Lottery by buying tickets from the Post 
Office or Rising Sun, and contact me if you 
have comments, suggestions or to set up a Standing Order 

Stockcross Two O'clock 
Crowd 
This is our 15th year of 
putting on regular events - 
mainly in The Sutton Hall 
on the last Wednesday of 
each month. Our aim has 
been to use this wonderful facility in the village to meet 
and make friends and to welcome anyone who wishes to 
come along - no annual membership fees. Our recent meet-
ings have featured a talk on Early Railway Poster Art, an 
outing to Pineapple Palace for tea followed by a walk in 
the Nature Discovery Centre and also a trip to The Water-
mill Theatre to see 'A Little Night Music'. The Christmas 
Lunch is always a highlight of the year and well attended. 
If you haven't been to a meeting don't be shy, all are wel-
come and details can also be found on the notice board 
outside the shop. 
 
Coming events for your diary 
August 23 'The Hills are Alive' We will be providing a 
special cream tea for Stockfest with a talk on nature con-
servation by local gamekeeper James Saddler together with 
Nicola Chester who is a writer and conservationist. Cost 
will be £5 to include all refreshments. 
September 27 'Hat Making' With milliner Emma Mos-
cow who will talking about her craft and hopefully bring-
ing along some gorgeous hats.  
October 25 'Unusual Prisoners in the Tower' We will be 
welcoming back Tony Strafford, retired Yeoman Warder 
from The Tower of London. As you may know, Tony is an 
impressive speaker who looks amazing in his Yeoman's 
uniform and has an endless supply of witty stories from 
history - which will make this an afternoon not to be 
missed so put it in your diary! Cost £2 includes refresh-
ments. 
 
For more information call Jane on 01488 608762 or Viv on 
01635 523963 
(For coming events list) 
Wednesday 23 August 2-4pm  
’The Hills are Alive'  
£5 to include special cream tea 

Wednesday 27 September 2-4pm  

'Hat Making' 

£2 to include refreshments 
 
Wednesday 25 October 2-4pm  
'Unusual Prisoners in The Tower' 
£2 includes refreshments 
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Stockfest 17 16th – 25th Au-
gust 
 
Stockfest number five and we 
like to think we are bringing a 
good mix of events this year. 
Full details at 

www.stockfest.co.uk. Leaflet inside this Grapevine or pick up 
from various venues in the area. 
 
Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Stockfest2017/?
ref=bookmarks 
Follow us on Twitter @stockfest17 
Contact us at stockfestinfo@gmail.com 
 
FREE EVENTS – all family friendly 
 
An Introduction to Origami – limited numbers so booking essen-
tial 
Picnics on the Lawn with a Wessex harpers lunchtime concert 
Family Sewing Workshop with ‘Stitch Up’ 
Cartoons and Caricatures with Simon Jardine 
Geocaching at Stockfest with Adam Redshaw 
Classic Car Show, vintage & craft fair, live music food & drink 
( £5 to park for visitors to the village) 
Acoustic Music night at The Rising Sun 
Stockfest Summer Ramble – dogs on leads 
Picnic on the Glebe with Wheelbarrow racing (bring your own 
Wheelbarrows, picnics & drinks) 
‘Sing for Joy’ Singing workshop with Tessa Hall 
Finale with live music and grand draw of the Stockfest raffle at 
The Rising Sun 
 
OTHER EVENTS - * family friendly 
 
Tickets from www.stockfest.co.uk, the village shop or on the 
door 
Tour of the Benham Estate – sold out sorry 
Pub Quiz at The Rising Sun 
Mozart’s Last year with Kennet Opera 
*Wild Writing Workshop with Nicola Chester 
I’m All Right Jack’ (1959) Classic British Film night introduced by 
Andy Coleby 
*Stockfest Rock ‘n ‘ Blues with Chicago 9 ( accompanied children 
under 16 FREE) 
*Discover Chocolate with Tilly’s Treats 
Pop Pirates of the 1960s talk by Tony Hadland (S&SHA event) 
Phil Beer in Concert – raising funds for the church 
Come & Try Pilates with Gillian Frost 
‘The Hills are Alive’ talk by James Saddler (STOCC event) 
Watercolour workshop with Claire Warner – Sorry sold out 
 
Thank you to all our sponsors, the Friends of Stockfest and our 
venues. 
 
Stockfest Grand Draw tickets on sale now at the shop and 
throughout the festival 
 
Be seeing you! 

Stockfest Scarecrows 
 
Thanks to our workshop 
we should see a few more 
scarecrows this year. 
 
The theme is nursery 
rhymes. Entry forms for the 
Stockfest Scarecrow com-
petition are available to 
download from 
www.stockfest.co.uk or 
from Stockcross shop. 
Your completed entry 

forms and entry fee of £1 should be with the shop by 
Saturday 5th August. Scarecrows to be in position by 
Wednesday 16th August. 
 
If you live outside the centre of the village and wish to 
take part just contact us via stockfestinfo@gmail.com 
and we’ll find a place for your creation. 
 
If you’re on holiday during Stockfest why not put up a 
scarecrow before you go?  

St John’s Church is involved with Stockfest 17 and will be rais-
ing money for the church by providing teas at the village hall on 
classic car day and from hosting the following events in the 
church. Donations of cakes on the day welcome. Do come along 
and support us. 
 
Sunday 20th August noon – 5pm the church will be open and 
hosting an art exhibition of local artists’ work and a free children’s 
drop-in art workshop run by Sarah Moorcroft until 4pm. 

 
Tuesday 22nd August 7.30pm Phil Beer 
in Concert  
 
Phil Beer is the multi-instrumental half of 
the West Country’s award-winning duo, 
Show of Hands (who’ve sold out the Al-
bert hall three times) and has his own Phil 
Beer Band. An ‘audience with Phil’ has 
been described as a glimpse into a world 
where folk, blues, hymns, the sea, the 
West Country and a life spent in music all 

combine. His 2017 festival season includes Abbo, Forest folk, 
Folk by the Oak, Wickham, Fairport Croperdy, Sidmouth, Tow-
ersey, St Ives, Dartmoor and Stockfest!  Spend some time in the 
company of a true craftsman, master musician and consummate 
performer in the intimate surroundings of our local church. Rich-
ard Cox-smith, local guitarist, will also play before the main con-
cert. 
Limited tickets so booking recommended. Tickets £14 available 
online with no additional booking fees at www.stockfest.co.uk  
and From Stockcross Village Store  

http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Stockfest2017/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/Stockfest2017/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
mailto:stockfestinfo@gmail.com
http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
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S&SHA at 
Stockfest 17 
Dates for the 
diary 
 
Pop Pirates 
of the 1960s 
– a Talk by 
Tony Had-
land with 

special guest Pete Brady 
 
Monday 21st August 7.30pm  Tickets £3 (inc re-
freshments) from www.stockfest.co.uk, the village 
shop or on the door  
Venue: The Sutton Hall, Church Road, Stockcross 
RG20 8LN 
A week after the 50th anniversary of the implementa-
tion of the Marine Broadcasting Offences Act, which 
outlawed the radio pi-
rates, we invite you to 
trace the story of the 
offshore pirate radio 
stations of the 1960s, 
including ‘Big L’ and 
Radio Caroline.. The 
talk is brought to life 
with numerous audio 
clips. 
 
We are also delighted 
that directly after his talk 
Tony will chat with Pete Brady who was one of the 
original five DJs on Radio London and went on to 
Luxembourg, Radios 1 & 2 and to host the children’s 
TV show Magpie.  A chance to get an insider’s view 
of the days when pirates ruled the airwaves! 
 
 
A History of the Kirby Estate – a talk by James 
Saddler  
Monday October 30th 7.30pm Tickets £3 (inc re-
freshments) on the door 
James has been Head Gamekeeper on the Kirby 
Estate, owned by the Astor Family, for over 25 years. 
During this time he has built up one of the most highly 
regarded pheasant and partridge shoots in the coun-
try - and has also been on a mission to bring back the 
wildlife to the Estate. 
 
This talk is farming related and will be interesting be-
cause so much has happened on the estate over the 
last few hundred years 
 
 

The Theme 
for August 
at Bayford 
House Care 
Home 
Stockcross 
is ‘Summer 
holidays’. 
The staff 
will be 
wearing 

summer holiday clothing on the 10th and a Theatre 
Company will be visiting the Residents with Holiday 
themed entertainment. Residents are  also 
busy  preparing a Scarecrow for the Stockfest Com-
munity Festival.’  

http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
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Village store 

The Rising Sun PubThe Rising Sun PubThe Rising Sun Pub 

Ken Stands Down 
 

Retirement is not quite the 
word to use as Ken Sulli-
van stands down from 11 
years serving the commu-
nity on the Parish Council.  
Previously he had spent 
many years working hard 
on the Sutton Hall Com-
mittee, playing a major 
part in winning the Lottery 
funding that provided the 

significant improvements to the hall.  Those who 
know Ken can be certain he will continue to play an 
active role in the community.  In a letter, the Council 
gave Ken a “standing ovation” - “Your commitment to 
making Speen Parish a better place to live and work 
cannot fail to impress”.  Certainly the councillors will 
miss Ken’s contribution on the Council, and so will we 
in the community. Well done Ken! - we know you’re 
not retiring and will still be helping the community as 
you continue to work full time running your business. 
 
Meanwhile…. Stockcross needs at least one more 
representative on the Parish Council…. 
 
Keith Phillips 

Summer is here and we thought we 
would make an addition to our oth-
er offering at the shop. Shmoo has 
arrived!!!! A tasty thick shake in var-
ious flavours. It has proved a hit al-
ready. Pop in a try one. 

Stuck for lunch for the kids over the 
holidays. Come in and get a freshly 
made roll /baguette.  We also have 
some Quiche and the ever popular 
Chicken and Ham pie. 

AS we have had some decent weather over the past 
weeks, we are pleased to say our outside garden area has 
been used well. Pop in and make use of it while the 
weather lasts. 

We have tried to improve on our wine variety and have a 
decent selection in at the moment, as well as some of the 
West Berkshire and Ramsbury Ales. 

We have tickets for some of the events coming up over 
the Stockfest, they are as follows: 

Classic British Film Night – ‘I’m Alright Jack’ 
Pop Pirates of the 1960’s 

Discover Chocolate with Tilly’s Treats 

Rock ’n’ Blues with Chicago 9 

Phil Beer in Concert 
Mozart’s Last Year – Kennet Opera 

Wild Writing Workshop 

        The Hills Are Alive 
 

Come in and get your ticket now or through the Web-
site.  We are also selling raffle tickets with amazing prizes 
to be won, only £1.00 per ticket. 

Enjoy your summer holidays. 

The picture on your left was 
the summer music garden fes-
tival event, which featured Joe 
Dooley, which was hosted by 
Chrissie and Dave at their pub, 
the Rising Sun. There will be 
much more over the summer 
and beyond. And of course, the 
beer/ wines etc. (not forgetting 
the food) is the best. So pop 
into the Rising Sun, you won't 
regret it. 
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The end of the academic year! 
 
As always the school has been at full speed and this summer term more so than ever.  
 
The start of the summer term kicked off with a trip to Lithuania for some staff as part of 
the Erasmus project that we are leading. Lithuania is a fascinating country and our visit 

even made it onto their television news! The Erasmus 
project will continue next term with a trip to Estonia. 
As well as the experience of sharing best practices and 
broadening our horizons this initiative was identified as 
a distinguishing feature of our school in a recent in-
spection.  
 
 
This term Y1 has sat their Phonics tests, Year 2 their 
Key Stage 1 SATs and Year 6 their Key Stage 2 SATs. I 

am very proud of how everyone has performed and particularly how Year 6 managed the 
pressure that these tests can put them under – you are all remarkable! 
 
 
Special mention should be given to the PTFA (Parents, 
Friends and Teachers Association) who have been very 
active and supportive of the school this term. This team 
has run a Grandparents’ Day, sold ice lollies once a 
week, contributed towards the village’s defibrillator, 
enabled the school to fund a new oven, run a Summer 
Fair, hosted a New Parent Lunch for those joining us in 
September, and financially supported the school in 
many areas. 

 
 
So what have the children been up this term? I wonder if there’s enough space to tell you! 
Pupils have visited The Benham Estate, Sheepdrove Farm, Tesco’s, Marwell Zoo, Highclere 
Estate and The Ridgeway; they have played cricket at Elstree, Bradfield College and Falk-
land CC; they have participated in the Swimming Gala at Northcroft and danced at St Ga-
briel’s; the whole school has performed Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits in front of 300 peo-
ple at Arlington Arts (photo below); Y2 has spent a night away in Wantage; Y4 has spent 
two nights away at Ufton Court; one pupil has met Richard Benyon to discuss the ‘Fairer 
Funding Formula’; and 18 children have performed ‘The Miller’s Child for four consecutive 
evenings at The Watermill’.  

 
In addition to all this the children have contin-
ued to put in their best effort on a day-to-day 
basis at school for which I thank them. 
 

It has been another successful and enjoyable 
year for Stockcross and I look forward to wel-
coming our new fifteen children in Reception in 
September amongst whom we have four sets of 
twins! 

It is only left for me to say good-bye and good luck to our Year 6 leavers. Our aim is to give 
you roots and wings, so enjoy flying and come back to visit! 
 

Katie Dickens 

Executive Head Teacher 
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COMING EVENTS 
Church  
Services 

 

 August 
6th    Family Service   11am 
13th  CW  Holy Communion 
11am 
27th  CW   Holy Communion 
11am 
 

September 
3rd   Family Service  11am 
10th CW Holy Communion  
11am 
24th   Holly Communion 11am 
 

October 
1st Harvest Festival  6 pm 
 8th  Holy Communion  11am 
22nd   Holy Communion  11am 
 

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.30 to 11.00am 

 

 
August 

 
September 

 
October 

10th 
31st 

21st 12th 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  
7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 
pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 
10.15             & 11.15 pm
   
Friday Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall    1.30pm 
  
Monthly 
 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book 
Group 8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee 
meeting 
2nd Tuesday -Quiz Rising Sun 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sut-
ton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  
 
The Acoustic music nights in 
the Rising Sun are 
August 6th and 20th(Stockfest) 
September 3rd, 17th 
October 1st, 15th and 29th 
 

Quiz nights (Rising Sun) are  
Sept 12th 
Oct 10th 

Tennis 
After a successful term of junior 
coaching, Ignition Tennis are hop-
ing to run a further term of classes, 
starting in September. Please let us 
know if you are interested. It may 
be possible to run some further 
adult classes, but the darker eve-
nings may make it difficult to find a 
convenient time. 
Felicity Merchant 


