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A Post Office and Village Shop is the 
lifeblood of any community. In Stock-
cross, we have one of the finest in the 
country. Stuart and Heather have a wide 
range of goods for all tastes. Cakes, con-
fectionary, cereals, bread, milk and much 
more, which  they offer in their shop. 
They also have a fine wine selection to 
serve every sort of palate. Or you might 
want a smoothie, coke or some other sort 
of refreshment. Or do you fancy your 
chances? Then try your luck with the  
lotto. Heather and Stuart have it all for 
you. 
 
Fancy a quick snack and a cup of tea/ 
coffee etc., then check out their food 
board to see what freshly made sand-
wiches/ banquettes they have for eating 
in or just to take away. It’s all in the vil-
lage shop/ Post Office, so pop in and see 
what Heather and Stuart can provide for 
you or your family’s needs. 
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The Editor  

 

Welcome to another edition of the Grapevine. I hope 

you all had a great Christmas, followed by an even 

greater New Year’s celebrations. I know I did (I ate 

too much, and then had to pay for it with extra hours 

in the gym). 

We start this edition with our very own Village shop/ 

Post Office and what they have to offer us all in so 

many ways. So thank you, Stuart & Heather. 

A quick word from our new Sutton Hall village com-

mittee chairlady. This followed by news, photos and 

events. So, what more could you ask for, just as 

Christmas and New Year’s celebrations dwindle from 

our minds. Yes, I know, a copy of the latest edition of 

the Grapevine. It really doesn’t get any better than 

that! (No, I am not on any medication… just happy to 

present you with the this latest edition… now, what 

to do before the next edition comes out at the begin-

ning of May?). 

Please remember that the next issue will be out, as I 

said, at the beginning of May. If you have anything 

you wish to put into the Grapevine (which will cover 

May to July) then please forward it on to me at; 

stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com 

Your contributions’ should be no later than Friday 

20th April, and before 4 pm on that date.  

Until next time, enjoy! 

A new year has come along with 
a new Sutton hall committee 
Chair and whilst I am sure Angela 
will be a difficult act to follow, or 
be easily matched, I ask for pa-
tience and understanding as I try 
to find my feet. I would like to 
give a massive big thank you to 
Angela who left the committee in 

good shape.  With the Rising Sun closing its doors, it 
makes us all realise how important the community spirit is 
and the need for villagers to work together to try and 
bridge the gap the best we can. 
 
For those who do not know me, my name is Christine 
Rickards (Nigel’s wife) and we moved to Stockcross over 
21 years ago, with our eldest daughter Elizabeth then 8 
months old. Shortly after arriving Nigel became a member 
of the Sutton hall committee and we found this a great ve-
hicle for quickly getting to know the village and its resi-
dents. I mention this because we were welcomed very early 
on into the village ‘spirit’ and felt part of the community, 
so much so that we laid down roots and extended our fami-
ly with Abbie. It would be fantastic if other villagers (new 
or old) would consider joining our committee and so, if 
you have some spare time every second Tuesday of the 
month– at 8pm, then please consider joining. We meet in 
the small hall and all new members will be warmly wel-
comed (just e mail me prior) 
 
However, if you do not wish to join, but have Ideas or sug-
gestions for a village event or improving the hall then 
please E mail me on  Christine.rickards@yahoo.com as I 
would love to hear your views and the committee will dis-
cuss your suggestions at one of our meetings. 
Last year, we were blessed to have one of the best Panto 
performances ever (The Good, the Bad and the Panto) and 
I wish to thank Claire Mingo for directing such a marvel-
lous show. I would also like to pay tribute to the Actors 
and backstage production staff who performed brilliantly 
and worked tirelessly. The panto is our main fundraising 
event and so finally a big thank you to all the people who 
worked to make this a success. This includes front of house 
people and those of you who provided raffle prizes.  
 
A huge thank you is also due to Tony Hersh. He worked 
wonders last year setting up and running the local lottery 
that resulted in the installation of the defibrillator (in vil-
lage hall doorway) and raised an extra £700 that will fund 
some new benches on the recreation field. Sadly, it was 
decided that the lottery would be wound up until we have 
another justifiable project, so watch this space! 
My final note is just to wish you all a fabulous New Year, 

and I hope your favourite celebrity comes up with an easier 
diet to follow this Year, and that we can all finally imple-
ment the plan to use the stairs instead of the escalators or 

lifts! 

Chrissie 

If you like to 

join us for a 
few drinks, nib-
bles and chats, 
then Deanwood  
Park  Golf 
course club 
house is the 
place to be in 
Stockcross. 
Open late Fri-
day nights’. 

mailto:Christine.rickards@yahoo.com
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Stockcross news 
Stockcross & Surroundings History Association (S&SHA) 
 
2017 has been a productive year. 
All the available censuses for Stockcross, Marsh Benham, Hoe 
Benham and Wickham Heath have been transcribed and mem-
bers may access them via the members’ area on the website. 

 
After many 
hours of pains-
taking work 
Tom and Leigh 
Darling pre-
sented the 
group with a list 
of the monu-
mental inscrip-
tions on the 
graves in St 
John’s Church-

yard together with a beautifully hand drawn map of the church-
yard done by Tom. This project has now been completed and we 
hope to make the information widely available in the coming 
year. 
 
Dr David Peacock returned in November to give a talk on Nor-
man churches in our area. A visit to some of those churches is in 
the pipeline for the summer. 
 
Jane Batt and Carole Throup have made good progress on the 
oral history project with several interviews recorded. The tran-
scriptions and editing of each interview is a lengthy task but a 
worthwhile one that ensures memories of Stockcross in times 
past are kept for posterity. Please contact Jane (01488 608762) 
if you would like to be part of this project. 
 
We are a small group and welcome new members. You may join 
via our website www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk or by coming along 
to a meeting. Annual subscription is just £10pa. We also wel-
come visitors to any of the talks at £3pp per talk. 
 
S&SHA Talks February – April 2018 
 
Mon 26th Feb Talk by Phil Wood ‘The History of Pubs 
in Newbury’ 
 
Mon 26th Mar Talk by Penny Stokes ‘The Common Good –
The Story of Greenham Common’ 
 
Mon 30th Apr Talk by Mike Relph of the Kennet Bally at War 
Trust ‘The Kennet Valley at War’ 
 
All meetings are held in the Sutton hall, small hall 7.30pm – 
9.30pm. 

 
Viv Wilson Chair 

Stockfest 2018 ! 
I am delighted to announce that 
Stockfest will be running this 
year, with numerous events 
being planned during weekdays 
leading up to a grand finale the 
weekend of 18th and 19th Au-
gust !   We have an experienced 
and enthusiastic committee 
comprising myself as chairman,  

Edward and Sue Vandyk,  Dawn Robins,  Steve Kirby,  Felicity 
Merchant,  Venetia Dunlop and Maryon Lawry.   A photo of our 
first Committee meeting is shown !     We would welcome help 
from people in the Village to help run the numerous events dur-
ing Stockfest so if you would like to suggest an event or are hap-
py to help run an event, please contact us on in-
fo@stockfest.co.uk 
Tony Hersh 

 

This group has  been going for 16 years and we are always 

delighted to see so many new faces turning up to our meetings. 
We originally planned to appeal to those people at home during 
the day within the Grapevine distribution area but it seems word 
has spread and we now welcome people from Boxford, Newbury 
and other local villages.  
 
The increase in numbers and the fact that we now have the hall 

free of charge, 
courtesy of the hall 
committee, means 
that the entrance 
fee (normally £2 ) 
can be kept low 
whilst still allowing 
us to book a varie-
ty of speakers. 
 
One of the favour-

ites was ‘The Tootler’ who gave a talk on the history of coaching 
and a demonstration of the various coach horn calls and tunes. 
 
The annual Christmas lunch was held at the Hare & Hounds 
again this year. Thanks to Angela Tyler for organising. 
 
By the time you read this we will have had our first meeting of 
2018, a talk by Tony Hadland on Famous Belgians. We have a 
full and varied programme in place for the rest of the year. De-
tails of which can be found at the shop and on the Noticeboard.  
If you have never been before do give us try in 2018.  We wel-
come anyone free from 2pm – 4pm on the last Wednesday of a 
month. Come when you can – no membership required. 
 

Viv 

http://www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk/
mailto:info@stockfest.co.uk
mailto:info@stockfest.co.uk
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Panto pictures from December  2017 

The traditional Stockcross Pantomime, 
which has been held every Christmas 
time, was another runaway success. The 
director, crew, actors etc., excelled 
themselves yet again. It was held over 
three nights and each night it was a sell-
out (so make sure you book early for the 
next one). 
 
The Panto made the audience laugh, 
clap along, and play their traditional 
part in making it an overwhelming suc-
cess. On top of that, there was drinks, 
food and raffles to give that extra tingle. 
What more could one ask on such mo-
mentous occasions. 
 
We thank the production team for giv-
ing the Villagers and its guests such a 
fantastic evening. Can’t wait to see what 
the next instalment has for us this com-
ing December. 
 
PS The raffle prizes were donated by 
Stockcross residents, so on behalf of the 
organisers I would like to thank those 
generous people for their donations.  
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News about The Rising Sun Pub 
As you all will probably be aware, The Rising Sun pub had to close its doors on the 31st 
December, last year. This is a sad event for the village of Stockcross. It wasn’t that long 
ago that The Lord Lyon also closed its doors (now being converted into flats) and before 
that The Cricketers in 1987 (now houses occupy that site). 
 
Chrissie and Dave Payne kept the pub open for two and a half years – as the landlady and 
landlord – trying to make it work, unfortunately, it wasn’t to be. A lack of custom didn’t 
make it viable, therefore it was with great sadness that Chrissie and her husband decided to 
close the doors for the last time. 

 
Even though the doors have closed it doesn’t mean that another landlord couldn’t come in and 
try to revive the pub. 
 
In the meantime, Councillor Phillips is trying to get a working party put together to try to save 
the pub. A Speen Parish council meeting was held on the 15th January and one of its topics 
was about this issue. In attendance was Chrissie Payne, Tony Simms and myself. Councillor 
Phillips and other councillors raised matters, then giving the chance for Chrissie, Tony and 
myself to ask questions. There were some disagreements and another meeting was decided for 

22nd January (the Grapevine went to press before the outcome could be reported). 
 
In the meantime, I am sure that we all would all like to wish Chrissie and Dave all the best for the future. 
Editor 

On the 31ST October 2017 myself and Chrissie took the difficult decision to close “The Rising 
Sun”, a decision that was not taken lightly given that it’s the last pub standing in the village. 
At this moment in time it is more cost effective for us to close the pub than to keep it open, 
based on its current viability, our plans are to regularly review this unfortunate situation.  
On this note, you may be aware that a working party of local residents, Cllr Phillips, Cllr Newell
-Hart, Tony Hersh and Edward Vandyk has been formed, they propose “The Rising Sun” pub 
becomes an Asset of Community Value. 
 
We are opposed to this proposal and as stated recently on the “Stockcross Village Facebook” 
page, it was at best an afterthought, at worst a deliberate underhand attempt to exclude us 
from any discussion that may affect our business, that the working party did not feel it neces-

sary to inform ourselves, or the landlord of the property, about the proposal until after the initial Speen Parish Coun-
cil meeting on the 11/12/17, this is definitely not in keeping with the values we believed this community holds. 
 
The working parties’ recommendation seems to suggest that the expectation is for the Landlord and Landlady to run 
a business operating at a loss, just to appease the desire for a minority of villagers who can boast of having a “Village 
Pub”; the proposal will not generate new trade, it will not entice prospective buyers to take on the business, in fact it 
will have the adverse effect, it will be viewed as a constraint rather than an opportunity to any prospective buyers or 
tenants. 
To conclude, two large breweries have owned and closed the remaining two pubs in the village citing they were un-
sustainable, West Berkshire Breweries closed “The Rising Sun” in 2014 describing it as a “loss-making venue” and it 
stood empty for 12 months, “The Lord Lyon” was sold for development by Arkells, one of the biggest breweries in 
Wiltshire, it was allowed to disappear without so much as squeak and no one considered preserving it with an Asset 
of Community Value proposal, but now with the closure of “The Rising Sun” it seems the devil really does make work 
for idle hands!! 
 

We would like to thank all those who have supported us in the past and I hope, will support us now and in the future. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Dave & Chrissie. 
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Stockcross Village News 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st January 2018 (all books from 16/10/17 to 

01/01/18 to be at new rates) 
Minimum hire 2 hours 

 
         Small   Large     Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident 7.50      10.50 13.50 
Non resident 11.00    16.00 19.00 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

New Therapy Business 
in Stockcross 

 

You can’t fail to notice the exten-
sive building work going on at 
the Lord Lyon, but some of you 
may not have noticed the house 
next door has also undergone 
some changes.   
 

Sheelagh Brown and her family have been part of the vil-
lage for more than ten years.  Many of you will know them 
from their involvement in the village panto every year. 
However, you may not know that 
Sheelagh is also a chartered prac-
tising psychologist, having worked as 
a business psychologist with organi-
sations across Europe for twenty 
years, and most recently as a therapist 
for the NHS for the last two years.   
 
Sheelagh is using her many years of 
professional experience to open a 
private practice from home in Stock-
cross. ‘My aim is to give people a 
private space to talk, to address issues 
such as stress, anxiety, low mood, or any other personal 
challenges. I believe people are more likely to achieve 
what they set out to do if they are more self-aware. They 
have more productive relationships and a more positive 
impact on the people around them’, she says.  
 
Sheelagh’s approach to therapy uses psychometrics and 
spans two different specialities: Cognitive Behavioural 
Therapy (CBT) and Business Psychology.  She has worked 
with people to overcome their anxiety, both at work and in 

general, helping them to successfully 
develop coping strategies. By combin-
ing specialisms Sheelagh is able to 
identify personality issues at the root 
cause of anxiety that are being trig-
gered and in turn provide a more holis-
tic understanding of individual’s con-
cerns.  
 
In addition to adults, Sheelagh is keen 
to help families with children experi-

encing anxiety, having discovered that people were travel-
ling to Southampton or Winchester to get help for their 
children.  ‘I can offer families something closer to home, 
that’s more accessible and can involve family members 
where appropriate. This ensures parents and guardians are 
able to support their child in between sessions’, she says.  
 
If you have a specific area of concern you would like to 
work on, or are interested in developing yourself and gain-
ing more insights, call or email Sheelagh for an informal 
chat or to book a session.    
Tel:  07884 234 022 
Email: Sheelagh@fathom.me.uk 

Bayford House was awash with Christmassyness dur-
ing the festive season. Our decorations are something 
to behold. When the year 6 Choir from Stockcross 
Primary visited to sing us their Christmas Carols they 
were given a quick tour after the residents had en-
joyed their repertoire. 
 
We also had visits from St Thomas’ Handbell Ring-
ers, the Peasmore Ukulele Band and Harmony who 
are an Adult Choir from Thatcham. 

We are now looking forward to celebrating Burns 

night and the Chinese new year as well as our regular 

coffee mornings on the last Wednesday of every 

month at 11:00 which local people can attend. We 

look forward to seeing you. 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com
mailto:Sheelagh@fathom.me.uk
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COMING EVENTS 
Church  
Services 

 
 February 
 
4th   Family Service   11am 
11th CW Holy Communion 
11am 
25th CW  Holy Communion 
11am 
 
March 
 
4th  Family Service  11am 
11th Mothering Sunday 
Family Communion 11am 
25th Palm Sunday HC 11 
am 
 
April 
 
1st Easter Sunday Family H 
C 11am 
 8th  Holy Communion  
11am 
22nd  Holy Communion  
11am 
 

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.30 to 11.00am 

 
February 

 
March 

 
April 

15th  8th 
29th 

No dates 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  
7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 
pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 
10.15             & 11.15 pm 
  
Friday Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall    1.30pm 
  
Monthly 
 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee 
meeting 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sut-
ton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  
 

 

 

 

 

Coming up at The Sutton Hall 
ALL WELCOME 

Details: Jane 01488 608762  
or Viv: 01635 523963 

 

Wednesday 28the February 
‘Views from a Campervan’ 

Road trip across  
Spain, France & Italy 

An illustrated Talk by Angela Tyler  
2:00-4:00pm in the large hall. 
Cost £2 includes refreshments 

 

Wednesday 28th March  
‘Peru’ 

Learn more of this fascinating country 
and its history 

An illustrated talk by Mike Braide 
2:00-4:00pm in the large hall. 
Cost £2 includes refreshments 

 

Wednesday 25th April 
A visit from 

Guide dogs for the Blind 
Meet the team who transform lives  

 

2:00-4:00pm in the large hall. 
Cost £2 includes refreshments 

 

Kennet Opera Open Evening 
Calling all singers!  Kennet Opera 
invite you to an Open Evening on 
Wednesday, 14th February at the 
Majendie Hall Speen.  Enjoy a tast-
er session, with refreshments.  No 
previous experience necessary, just 
a chance to try singing some of the 
world’s greatest  music with other 
enthusiastic amateurs.  Kennet 
Opera has been putting on live 
opera in Newbury for 25 years and 
hopes to continue to offer shows 
and concerts for many years to 
come. Be assured of a warm wel-
come. 
 
14th February at 7.30 in the 
Majendie Hall. 
 
For further information phone 
01488 608672 or email secre-
tary@kennetopera.co.uk 

 
Nick Drewe is standing down after 
many years as treasurer of the tennis 
club.  Great thanks are due to Nick 
for all the time and effort he has put 
in.  The club will be looking for a 
replacement treasurer to take over at 
the next AGM and will welcome 
new members to the commit-
tee.  The date and venue of the 
AGM will be announced as soon as 
it has been confirmed. 

mailto:secretary@kennetopera.co.uk
mailto:secretary@kennetopera.co.uk

