
 

1 THE GRAPEVINE—May 2017 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL  STOCKCROSS FEBRUARY 2017 No.100 

 

FROM THE SUTTON 
HALL 

STOCKCROSS 
May  2016 No: 101 

On your left is an article 
that appeared in the NWN 
edition, February 23 2017, 
for our 25th year (100 edi-
tion) anniversary. I would 
like to thank the NWN & 
the journalist Chris Ord for 
allowing the Grapevine to 
reproduce this article. 
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The Editor  
 

 

Welcome everybody to May’s edition of the Grape-

vine. We are again jam-packed with loads of goodies. 
On the front cover, we have a reproduced article/ 
photo that appeared in the Newbury Weekly News to 
celebrate our 25 years of successful publishing. The 
picture features three past editors (Jane Batt, Felicity 
Merchant and Viv Wilson), with the current editor 
(yours truly) showing past editions of the Grapevine. 
  
Stockfest is just around the corner (August 16th to 
25th), more inside. So make sure you put these dates 
in your diary. There are loads of other events 
throughout May’s edition of the Grapevine (May to 
July), so please join in where you can. We also must-
n’t forget our Shop/ Post Office and local Pub (The 
Rising Sun); so again, please show your support and 
visit.  
 
The Swan Inn, in Great Shefford, has closed down 
and the local residents are not very happy (they say 
the heart has been taken out of their community). We 
must make sure that the same doesn’t happen to our 
great pub, the Rising Sun (we’ve already lost the 
Lord Lyon from our village and 30 years ago we lost 
the Cricketers pub), so please show your support and 
give them a visit, take your family and friends. We 
don’t want our pub to be one of the many pubs that 
are closing down throughout the country. A pub is 
where villagers can meet; where new arrivals can get 
to know community folk. So please; come along and 
sample Chrissie (landlady) and Dave’s hospitality. 
 
Deadline for the August edition will be on the 21st 
July. The reason for this – instead of at the end of the 
month – is to give me more time to prepare, and that 
you (hopefully) will get your August Edition by the 
1st August. So if you have anything for the August 
Edition (August to October) then please get it to me 
by 21st July. 
 
Please note the Grapevine’s new email address:  
 
stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com 
 

Until we meet again, enjoy! 

I would like to say Well 

Done to Tony (Hersh) who, 

on behalf of the Sutton Hall 

Management committee has 

put the wheels in motion to 

raise £1700 for a village 

defibrillator. To help fund 

this and other good causes in 

the future Tony has also got 

our new monthly village lot-

tery off to a fine start with 

£150 being distributed in prizes and the balance going 

towards this project. Elsewhere in the Grapevine you 

will be able to read how you can help towards this 

very worthwhile cause and also about our new Table 

Tennis club which is starting in May. Finally, I would 

personally like to thank all those who bought any of 

my greeting cards at the STOCC February meeting 

(picture below) where we raised £160 for the Bay 

Nyay La School in Myanmar after the slide show of 

my trip.  Angela Tyler.  

Ange.sunflower@gmail.com. 

Stockcross is raising money for a  
Village Defibrillator 

 
Please help by buying 
Lottery Tickets in the 
Post Office or Pub ! 

 
Each £1 ticket will 
have a one in eight 
chance of winning a 
cash prize ; miles bet-
ter odds than the Na-
tional Lottery ! 

At least 80% of the 
money spent on tick-
ets will be paid out 
in prizes drawn at 
the Rising Sun on 
the last Friday of 
each month  at 9pm.   
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Stockfest 2017 
  
Now in its 5th year Stockfest will take place again this summer from Wednesday 16th to Friday 25th August. Many 
thanks to Greenham Common Trust, Friends of Stockfest, our venues, volunteers and sponsors for their support. 

There are over 20 events planned. Many are family friendly and free. 

  

Highlights this year include: 
  

A concert from Phil Beer, one half of the duo Show of Hands, and acoustic music royalty. Those in the know will love 
this intimate solo gig at the church and if you have never seen Phil Beer than do yourselves a favour and book a ticket, 

you won’t be disappointed. 

  

Classic Car Show, Vintage & Craft fair with live bands & bar all afternoon on the Glebe.  

  
Rock n Blues with Chicago9 (last year’s headliners) with a full bar provided by Goldbars 

  

Classic British Film Night ‘I’m Alright Jack’ 

  

Mozart’s Last year with Kennet Opera 
  

Watercolour Workshop with Claire Warner 

  

Have a go workshops in creative writing, origami, chocolate discovery, 
sewing, cartoons, pilates and singing. 

  

Talks, walks and how about a bit of geocaching or wheelbarrow racing with all the family? 

  

Mustn’t  forget the old favourites, the pub quiz and tour of the Benham Estate. 
  

Full details of all the events and our online box office is already available at  www.stockfest.co.uk . 

A brochure with event details will be available shortly. 

  
This year, thanks to Stuart and Heather. tickets are also being sold at Stockcross Village Store. 

Start booking now and spread the cost.  

Some events have limited availability so pre booking is essential. 

  

Stockfest Scarecrows  - 

FREE workshop July 8th at The Sutton Hall 10am 

- 4pm 
  

This year’s Stockfest theme is nursery rhymes and before the  

festival there will be a  scarecrow making workshop.  
Families  are welcome to come along and have a go at making a group 

of  scarecrows which will go up during Stockfest.   

The workshop is free and you will have the chance to learn some tech-

niques and glean ideas for your own scarecrows.  

Stay all day or just drop in and out. If you are staying all day please 
bring a packed lunch, drinks will be provided. 

http://www.stockfest.co.uk/
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Stockcross news etc. 

The Rising Sun PubThe Rising Sun PubThe Rising Sun Pub 
"The Big Quiz was 
a Big Success!" 
 
"The Big Quiz was 
held in the Sutton 
Hall on 25th Feb in 
aid of Stockcross 
Primary 
School.  All the 
money raised will 
go a long way to 
help the children 
enjoy extra curricu-

lar activities such as class trips, games at break time and equip-
ment, including  a new shed in our blossoming conservation 
area. 
 
Congratulations to the winning team - the imaginatively named 
'Donald Trump Ate My Hamster' - winners by a small margin 
over 'Screen Stars and the Stockettes and 'Team Poldark'.  
 
There were some 
fantastic fancy dress 
costumes on the He-
roes and Villains 
theme - politicians, 
pirates, knights, film 
stars and children's 
favourites from The 
Incredibles, Hog-
warts, Danger 
Mouse and more.  
 
A huge thank you to 
all the quiz teams.  We were delighted to have teams not only 
from the school but from the village too. Thanks to The Sutton 
Hall for enabling us to host the quiz in the hall and for their 
support. And not forgetting our quiz masters; Gavin This-

tlethwaite (The Green Cross 
Code Man) and John Vickerage 
(Darth Vader) - both of whom 
are villagers and dads at the 
school and did a great job of 
setting and asking the ques-
tions. Thanks to Fiona & Steve 
from the Tutti Pole, who are 
parents at the school, for sourc-
ing the food for us. And  thank 
you to the PTFA for all their 
help on the night.  
 
If you have any feedback on 
the event we'd love to hear 
it: stockcrossptfa@gmail.com 

If you 
are 
bored 
and 
want a 
night 
out; 
some-
thing to 
sparkle 
up your 

life then you won’t find a better place than 
your local pub, The Rising Sun. There are 
bands, folk nights, quizzes, good pub food, 
drinks, social gatherings etc., all supplied to 
you by your hosts Chrissie and Dave. So come 
along and let your hair down – or anything 
else you want to let down – to Chrissie and 
Dave’s public house. 

 
The dates for the folk sessions in the next 

three months are; May 14, 28, June 11, 25 

& July 9, 23. 

mailto:stockcrossptfa@gmail.com
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Stockcross Lottery/ Table Tennis club 
Village Defibrilla-
tor 
 
The Sutton Hall 
Management 
Committee recent-
ly agreed to make 
raising money for 
a Village Defibrilla-
tor our focus this 

year.   We have done a lot of research into types of defibrilla-
tors and spoken to the Royal Berkshire Hospital and several 
charities which supply defibrillators to find the best mod-
el.   The unit we decided upon is suitable for adults and children 
and costs £1700 including the cabinet it is stored in and we will 
probably site it in the porch of the Village Hall.    When it is in-
stalled there will be a training session for everyone who is in-
terested although the unit is extremely easy to use and com-
pletely automatic. 
 
We are making efforts to raise the money for the defibrilla-
tor.    There was an Astronomy talk given in March which raised 
£110 and we have also raised £555 in donations so far.    We 
are also raising money via our Village Lottery with which resi-
dents can win cash prizes and at the same time raise money for 
the defibrillator.   The first draw took place at the end of March 
and of the £200 raised we paid out £150 in prizes and saved 
£50 towards the defibrillator funds.    Lottery tickets are availa-
ble from the Post Office and the Rising Sun and cost £1 
each.  You can also set up a standing order and tickets will be 
assigned for you (contact tonyhersh@hotmail.com for de-
tails).    Future draws will pay out 80% of the takings in prizes 
and there will be a 1 in 8 chance of a ticket winning a prize so 
please support this initiative !   The draws will be held at the 
Rising Sun at 9pm on the last Friday of each month.    

On your right  is a photo of 
Heather Gilmour pre-
senting John Foster with 
his Lottery prize.  John won 
first prize in the Lottery in 
March and won 
£50.  He bought his win-
ning ticket from the Post 
Office. 

We will put a graph showing how we are progressing towards 
our target in the Village noticeboard and keep it updated each 
month 

Stockcross  
Table Tennis Club 
 
We are pleased to announce the start of a Village Table Tennis 
Club !    The Village Hall Management Committee assigned some 
funds to buy some bats and balls and we were very grateful for 
the donation of a table tennis table from Kintbury table tennis 
club.     
 
The club will run in the small hall in the Village Hall on Monday 
afternoons from 2-4pm and on Wednesday evenings from 7-9 
pm.    The club will be free, at least to start with.   
 
The duration of each session can be extended if lots of people 
are interested in playing.    Everyone is welcome ; just turn 
up !    Depending on how many people attend we can also or-
ganise some coaching.   The Club will start on May 10th. 
 
Any questions please contact Tony Hersh 
(tonyhersh@hotmail.com)   

The winners in the March draw were as follows ; 
 
1st Prize  £50  John Foster 
2nd Prize  £20  Mick Wilson 
3rd Prize  £10  Bill Foster 
4th Prize  £10  Mark Nevitt 
5th Prize  £10  Mick Wilson 
6th Prize  £10  Mick Wilson 
7th Prize  £10  Mick Wilson 
8th Prize  £10  Lynn Pope 
9th Prize  £10  Margaret Lovegrove 
10th Prize  £10  Tony Sims 

mailto:tonyhersh@hotmail.com
mailto:tonyhersh@hotmail.com
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The office of Churchwarden dates 
from the 13th Century. Today they 
remain the legal guardians of the 
church’s moveable goods including 
the church plate and their work is 
not just the maintenance of the 
church building. They are generally 
responsible for the day-to-day func-
tioning of the parish and in many 
parishes, Churchwardens have the 
authority to officiate at Morning and 
Evening Prayer if a priest or li-
censed lay person is unavailable. In 

this capacity, wardens are considered the leading lay 
members of the congregation. 
 
In April Mrs Shirley Wernham retired from her post as 
Churchwarden of St John’s, Stockcross after almost 20 
years service.   Those who are regular attendees will know 
how much work goes into keeping the church looking so 
lovely. Those of us who visit the church for weddings, 
christenings, funerals and the annual carol service surely 
would like to thank Shirley and her predecessors for en-
suring that St John’s church remains part of our village 
community. 
 
Her retirement leaves the post vacant….any takers? 

Stockcross Two O’clock Crowd - STOCC 
 
At our February meeting Angela Tyler gave a highly 
professional presentation of her recent photographic 
tour of Myanmar, formerly Burma. With the help of a 
local guide and professional photographer, the small 
group visited some beautiful and sometimes remote 
areas. Angela’s stunning photographs were all the 
more interesting because of her obvious pleasure in 
meeting and befriending the local people: from 
young trainee monks, local fishermen on Lake Inle 
and long-necked ladies bearing the weight of many 
neck bands to the schoolchildren whose English les-
son she and a friend took part in.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sadly our speaker booked for the March meeting had 
’flu but James Saddler kindly stepped in to talk about 
the history of the Astor family. As head gamekeeper 
at Kirby Farm in Inkpen, he has a wealth of Astor fam-
ily knowledge and we were to learn about a family 
with a fascinating but often sad history: from how the 
original Astor fortune was made in America from fur 
trading and from owning land along the shoreline of 
Manhattan, and about the Astor family today. A do-
nation was made to The Alzheimer’s Society as 
thanks. James will be returning during Stockfest17 to 
give an illustrated talk alongside nature writer Nicola 
Chester entitled ‘The Hills are Alive’, about nature 
conservation locally. 
We have just been presented with another outstand-
ing talk and slide show in April by Mike Braide on 
travelling the Russian waterways from Moscow to St 
Petersburg, complete with historical background . 
Mike was brave enough to venture out on his own in 
Moscow so we got an insider’s view of experiencing 
Russian public transport too. 
For details of forthcoming STOCC meetings please 
refer to Advert next to this article or the village no-
tice board.  
Jane Batt 
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COMING EVENTS 
Church  
Services 

 

 May 
 
7th    Family Service   11am 
14th  CW  Holy Commun-
ion  
11am 
28th  CW   Holy Commun-
ion 11am 
 
June 
 
4th    Family Service  11am 
11th  CW Holy Communion  
11am 
25th   Holly Communion 
11am 
 
July 
 
2nd   Family Service  11am 
9th    Holy Communion  
11am 
23rd   CW Holy Commun-
ion  11am 
 

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.30 to 11.00am 

 

 
July 

 
August 

 
September 

20th 10th 
31st 

21st 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Vill/ Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 10.15          
   & 11.15 pm   
Friday Toffs Bridge at Vill/ Hall 
   1.30pm 
  

Monthly 
 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book Group 
8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meeting 
2nd Tuesday -Quiz Rising Sun 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sutton 
Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  
 
 
Rising Sun folk nights every fortnight, 
starting from Sunday 5 February. 

 
April 

 
May 

 
June 

27th 18th 8th 
29th 

 

We meet on the last Monday monthly in 
the small Hall 

Membership £10 pa  
Join at any meeting or visit our website 

www.stockcrosshistory.co.uk 
 

Monday 29 May 
General members meeting  

 

Monday 26 June  
'The Good, the Bad & the Ugly – 

Preserving your Family Memorabil-
ia 

An illustrated talk by 
Sue Hourigan 

Senior Conservator  
at the Berkshire Records Office 
7.30 – 9.30pm in the small hall.  

Cost £3 on the door  
Includes refreshments  

(S&SHA MEMBERS FREE) 
 

Monday 31 July 
General members meeting 

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 21 August  
Pop Pirates of the 1960s – 

An illustrated talk by 
Tony Hadland 

Writer & historian based in Oxford-
shire 

7.30 – 9.30pm in the large hall.  
Cost £3 includes refreshments 
(S&SHA MEMBERS FREE) 

Book online at 

 Tennis 
The 2017 tennis season is now under-
way.  Subscriptions continue to be held at 
the same level as last year.  Those mem-
bers who have paid their subs will be is-
sued with the new code for the courts at 
the end of April.  The code will be 
changed on Sunday April 30th.  For fur-
ther information please contact Felicity 
Merchant on 01488 608672. 
 

Kennet Opera 
Kennet Opera are about to start working 
on the autumn production of The Mar-
riage of Figaro.  Rehearsals are now being 
held in the Majendie Hall, St Mary's 
Church Speen on Wednesday evenings at 
7.30.  It's not far to go and the evening 
usually finishes with a drink in the Hare 
and Hounds.  New singers are always 
welcome. 
 
Kennet Opera has to find some new stor-
age space for scenery as our temporary 
residence is in a barn at Holtwood which 
is about to be demolished. If anyone can 
help us out, we would be most grateful. 


