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FROM THE SUTTON HALL  STOCKCROSS FEBRUARY 2017 No.100 

 

FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

November 2017 No: 103 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st January 2018 (all books from 
16/10/17 to 01/01/18 to be at new rates) 

Minimum hire 2 hours 
 

         Small   Large     Both 

                                           

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident 7.50      10.50 13.50 
Non resident 11.00    16.00 19.00 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

The Good, 
The Bad 
And The 

Panto 
by Paul Barron 

 

  at Sutton Hall, Stock-
cross 

 
Thursday 7th December, Friday 

8th December 
and Saturday 9th December   

 
Tickets available from:  Stock-

cross Post Office  
Thursday  £5.00  Friday & Satur-

day £6.00 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com
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The Editor  
 
 
Dear all, 
 
A lot has happened since the last issue. Stockfest has been a 
great success (again) and in these pages there are many pictures 
for your enjoyment. 
 
It is Panto and Christmas season (yes, winter is coming) and  
that means a lot is going on in Stockcross. So plenty to keep you 
happy over the cold winter months. 
 
Angela Tyler is stepping down as Chairman of Stockcross Vil-
lage committee. I would like to thank her for everything she has 
done for us/ the village and wish her all the best in whatever she 
turns her hands to next,  Or maybe she just wishes to put her 
feet up and enjoy whatever Stockcross brings her (and us). 
 
Whatever you are doing this Christmas and New Year, enjoy 
and be safe. 
 
The next deadline for articles and pictures is on the 19th Janu-
ary 2017 (Friday). 
 
stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com 
 

Merry Christmas & a happy new year 

AGM Chair’s Report 2017 

 
Over the years I’ve met and spoken with many people who 
were visiting Sutton Hall for the first time. Many were 
pleasantly surprised to find this hall has character, is com-

fortable, well maintained, clean with excellent facilities and 
free wifi.  We have received many compliments throughout 
the year and it’s because we have such a lovely hall that 
bookings remain high, and this has resulted in the Sutton 
Hall having yet another successful year.  

 
But to keep this hall in tip-top-condition takes a dedicated 
and enthusiastic team of volunteers and a good caretaker. 
We have such a team in the Sutton Hall Management 

Committee and Jay Chandler our caretaker. 
  
So to all our committee members and to Jay I would like to 
say a big thank you on behalf of our village and our hirers. 

With all your hard work you make this a nicer place to     
Continued…. 
 
celebrate birthdays and weddings, practice yoga or pilates 
and generally meet with fellow villagers.  

 
I would like to say a special thanks to Tony Hersh,  who 
raised enough money for us to purchase and install a de-

fibrillator in the front porch. Hopefully never needed but 

could be a life saver.   
Four times a year we produce and distribute  ‘The Grape-
vine‘ ,  our village magazine.  Glenn Renshaw does a great 
job finding and editing material to fill these issues. It’s full of 

local information and always well received.  
 
Hall Maintenance The usual maintenance and general 
repairs had been carried out throughout the year where 
necessary. In addition the hall ceiling has been repainted 

and new drainage installed outside to deal with the damp. 
We’ve also renewed the storage area floor, and replaced 
the basin taps.  
 

Earlier in the year we employed the services of a specialist 
commercial company to carry out a full assessment of the 
Sutton Hall and advise us, where necessary, on all aspect 
of Health & Safety and Fire Risk. This is to ensue the hall 

is completely up to date with all the latest regulations, that 
are required by law for this type of venue. 
  
A  long and comprehensive report threw up many issues. 
Some needing immediate attention, which have been com-

pleted  and some not quite so urgent. It’s still a work in pro-
gress but we have more boxes ticked now than blank ones. 
This has proved quite costly, in terms of money and time, 
and I would like to thank Mark, and all the other members 

of the committee for their hard work, to enable us to imple-
ment these recommendations.  
 
Fund Raising - 2016’s Pantomime , our 10th, was our 
main fundraiser. It was great fun and very successful, be-

ing a sellout on all 3 nights.  A special thank you to Jason 
Palmer, the Director and Viv Wilson the Producer.  Con-
gratulations to the Stockcross Panto Players for their bril-
liant performances and to the committee who took on the  

 
front of house responsibilities.  The event raised over 
£2000.   
I’m pleased to announce rehearsals are underway for this 

years production and tickets will be on sale from next 
week.     “Oh yes they will!” 
The Harvest Supper proves as popular as ever and we 
also continue to support the Children Christmas Party and 
Christmas Drinks and Slide Show for the villagers.  

 
As many of you know I am standing down as chair and al-
so from the committee. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Chair, and I like to 

think I'm made a reasonable job with the help and support 
of my fellow officers and I would like to say a special thank 
you to them.   
 

To Ron Cummings, Joint Chair, for your help and guidance 
over the last 3 years, for taking on the responsibilities of 
the maintenance and for stepping in when I’m away on one 
of my jaunts.  
 

To Mark Nevitt, who works tirelessly as Treasurer, deals 
with the day to day running of the hall and this year has 
taken on the role of Health and Safety Officer. Mark you 
have been a great support to me and made the job of chair 

a lot easier. Both the committee and myself really appreci- 
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Christmas & Village news 

Village Lottery 
 
The Lottery is still going strong and we have raised £740 
to date !    Tickets cost £1 each and are available from the 
Post Office and Pub.   Draws of winners take place at 9pm 
on the last Friday of each month and everyone is welcome 
to attend !   Half the money raised is paid out in prizes and 
the rest kept toward the Lottery fund.    Please support 
this valuable initiative by buying Lottery tickets ! 
 
September winners were ; 
 
First Prize £20 ;  J. Foster  
Second Prize £10 ; C. Rick-
ards 
Third Prize £5 ;  N. Rick-
ards 
Fourth Prize £5 ;  M. More-
wood 
 
The idea is to use this mon-
ey to benefit the Village, 
for example to buy more 
benches for the Recreation 
grounds or for Christmas 
lights etc   You are more than welcome to send me any 
suggestions you have for how to spend this money and 
the final decision of what to buy will be made by the Vil-
lage Hall Committee.   
 
We were originally considering using the money raised by 
the Lottery to pay for speed slowing mechanisms in the 
Village.   Unfortunately we have now had final confirma-
tion from the Highways Agency that we are not allowed to 
install any other traffic calming measures even if the Vil-
lage pays for them.   However another area that we are 
still exploring with the Parish Council and Stockcross 
School to improve road safety is the possibility of creating 
a footpath from the Recreation grounds car park to the 
corner of the field near the school.   Then parents could 
park in the newly expanded Rec car park to drop off and 

pick up their children from 
school and avoid having to 
cross the B4000 or walk 
along the road to school.   
 
Comments and sugges-
tions ;  to-
nyhersh@hotmail.com 

Continued…. 

 
ate all the hard work you put in to make this place run so 
smoothly.  
 

And to Linda Mason, for accurately recording and distrib-
uting the minutes and other necessary information to com-
mittee members.  
 
Last but definitely not least, I’d like to thank our Trustees 

Alex Winn, Keith Phillips and Ken Sullivan for their contin-
ued support and the Sutton Settled Estates for generously 
allowing the village to continue benefiting from the Hall 
rent free, and  for their very kind donations towards our 

fund raising events throughout the year.  
 
Angela Tyler.   
 

mailto:tonyhersh@hotmail.com
mailto:tonyhersh@hotmail.com
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Stockfest Photos from August 17 
Stockfest 17 
 
Better than ever! Ten days of events this August engaged 
both the village and the Stockfest habitués the festival 
has attracted from the wider area. From Viv Wilson’s orig-
inal vision a format for the annual event has evolved and, 
after organising Stockfest for the last five years, she now 
feels she needs step back. More of this later but first 
Stockfest 17. 
 
There were 23 events this year which included some old 
favourites, such as the ever popular tour of Benham Es-
tate, and some completely new ones such as an origami 
workshop and geocaching. There was music galore rang-
ing from blues rock through to opera. The festival man-
aged to attract the likes of Phil Beer and bring Pete Brady, 
the ex-Radio London and Radio 1 DJ and ITV children’s 
programme presenter, out to support Tony Hadlands ex-
cellent talk on Pop Pirates of the 1960s. The car show was 
lucky to benefit from the sunshine not often seen this 
August. 
 
The Church, S&SHA and the Two O’clock Club organised 
events as part of Stockfest 17 and benefitted directly. 
 
To recite and give the appropriate credit to each individu-
al event at Stockfest 17 would take more space than I sus-
pect the Grapevine could allocate. You can see more at 
www.stockfest.co.uk or on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/Stockfest2017/?ref=bookmarks.   
The Stockfest 17 committee would like to put on record 
our appreciation to all the people, from event organisers 
to those who attended and those who helped, who gave 
their time, effort and knowledge to make Stockfest 17 the 
success it was. 
 
What is Stockfest? It is a not for profit voluntary organisa-
tion where surplus funds are either donated to local caus-
es or reinvested in next years festival. Stockfest 17 made 
a surplus of just over £1,100.  
 
Our thanks go to Greenham Common Trust who support-
ed us this year with a grant of nearly £1,000 and to our 
Friends of Stockfest and business sponsors. Despite offer-
ing free entry to half of our events this year our income 
was up 20% on the previous year. It is anticipated that 
after making a donation to local causes there will be suffi-
cient funds to begin planning for Stockfest 18. 
 
However the big news has to be Viv stepping back from 
Stockfest. Viv is Stockfest and she will be a hard, if not 

impossible, act to follow. No praise is too great in ac-
knowledging Viv’s vision, energy and commitment.   
 
In the coming weeks the Stockfest committee needs to 
review the options available including whether or not 
Stockfest should continue and, if so, what changes could 
or should be made. There is of course a desire by the cur-
rent committee to build on the amazing start that Viv has 
given Stockfest. At the same time there is a recognition 
that an event like Stockfest needs a leader and that the 
festival will necessarily evolve, as it has done over the 
years under Viv’s direction. 
 
Stockfest is your festival and the committee would wel-
come your views on its future. The committee recognises 
it needs refreshing so why not volunteer? The AGM, at 
which a new committee will be elected, will be held early 
in the new year and in the meantime the existing com-
mittee will try to formulate the practical options to put to 
the AGM ensure the continuation of the festival. 
 
To make your comments or to volunteer please contact us 
by e-mail at info@stockfest.co.uk or via our website 
www.stockfest.co.uk/volunteering 
 
Edward Vandyk 
On behalf of the Stockfest 17 Committee  
 

http://www.stockfest.co.uk
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Thank you for the glowing tribute in the 
Stockfest 17 report. Luckily my mum left me 
a poem that I'd like to share with you. It sort 
of keeps things real. Thanks mum x  
Viv Wilson 
  

Sometime when you are feeling important 

Sometime when your Ego's in bloom 

Sometime when you take it for granted 

You are the best qualified Man in the 

room: 

Sometime when you feel that your going 

Would leave an unfillable hole, 

Just follow this simple instruction 

And see how it humbles your soul. 

Take a bucket and fill it with water, 

Put your hands in it up to your wrists: 

Pull them out - and the hole that remains 

is the measure of how you'll be missed. 

You may stir up the water galore; 

But stop, and you'll find in a minute 

That it looks just the same as before. 

The moral of this is quite simple.... 

Just do the best that you can, 

Be proud of yourself, but remember.... 

There is no Indispensable Man. 
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Village store & Rising Sun news 

STOCKCROSS VILLAGE STORE  
& POST OFFICE 

 
DON’T FORGET THAT WE ARE 
STILL DOING THE  
ORDERS FOR YOUR LOCAL 
TURKEY AND HAM FOR 
CHRISTMAS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL PRICES AND SIZES OF  
THE TURKEYS , CROWNS AND 
TURKEY BREASTS, WILL BE 
AVAILABLE TO  
SEE IN THE SHOP. 
 
PLACE YOUR ORDERS AS  
SOON AS POSSIBLE TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TELEPHONE:  01488 657602 
 
 

 
NEW TO THE VILLAGE STORE – 
we are now stocking some delicious 
locally made Frozen Meals made by 
Janes Kitchen who is from Kint-
bury.  These are all prepared in her 
kitchen using locally sourced ingredi-
ents as much as possible.  If we don’t 
have in stock what you are looking 
for, please let us know and we will see 
if she has it on her menu. 

XMAS OPEN-
ING HOURS at 
the Rising Sun 

Pub 
 

SUN 24th Decem-
ber. Normal hours. 

MON 25th December. 12- 2pm 
TUES 26th December. Closed 
WED 27th December. Closed 
THUR 28th December. 7- 10.00pm 
FRI 29th December. Normal hours. 
SAT 30th December. Normal hours. 
SUN 31st December. 12- 3pm / 9pm 
till late. 
MON 1st January. Closed 
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At The Sutton Hall, Stockcross 

From 2-4pm unless stated  
otherwise 

 
Wednesday 25 October 

Unusual Prisoners at  
the Tower 

by Tony Strafford, Yeoman Warder 
Cost £2 including refreshments 

 
* 

Wednesday 29 November 
Coaching & Coachhorns: their his-

tory 
by Colin Pawson (The Tootler!) 
Cost £2 including refreshments 

 
* 

Wednesday 13 December 
Christmas Lunch 

The Hare & Hounds 
12.30 for 1pm  

3 course lunch £22.50 
2 courses £18.50 

Menu and order forms from  
Angela Tyler 

 
*** 

ALL WELCOME 
For details call Viv: 01635 523963 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stockfest Report on St John’s Church. 
 

St John’s church was open on Sunday 20th with some 
local artists’ work on display. Visitors were wel-
comed by Jane Batt and other volunteers and were 
invited to look around the church. There was a drop 
in children’s workshop run by Sarah Moorcroft 
which was well supported. 
In the Sutton Hall Jeni Robinson and Olive Thorne 
ran their Tombola stall and the ever popular Plant 
Stall, with plants provided by Norman Heath. Re-
freshments were available from 11-5pm, provided by 
a rota of willing helpers and generous donations of 
cakes from many people. 
On Tuesday August 22nd the church was host to Phil 
Beer, the celebrated musician who delighted a full 
audience with his music and tales. A barrel of beer 
was provided by The Five Bells at Wickham, and 
wine and soft drinks were locally donated. 
The proceeds from all these events made over £1,400 
for the church heating and grateful thanks go to all 
who contributed so generously. 
 
Carolyn Preece. 

S&SHA at Stockfest 
 
We were delighted to have such a large turn 
out for our ‘Pop Pirates of the 1960s’ talk 
given by Tony Hadland. Special guest was 
Pete Brady one of the original pirate DJs on 
Radio London (‘The Big L’) who went on to 
Radio 1 & 2 followed by a stint as presenter 
on the 1970s children’s TV show ‘Magpie’. 
It certainly took us all back to our teenage 
years. As a bonus S&SHA made £70 which 
will help fund our small group and enable us 
to recruit more speakers in the new year. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Church  
Services 

 

 November 
5th   Family Service   11am 
12th HC with Remembrance 
10.55am 
26th  CW  Holy Communion 
11am 
 

December 
3rd   Family Service  11am 
10th Carol Service 6pm 
24th  Crib Service 5pm 
25th Christmas Day Holy Com-
mon 11am 
 

January 2018 
7th Family Service 11am 
 14th  Holy Communion  11am 
28th   Holy Communion  11am 
 

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.30 to 11.00am 

 

 
November 

 
December 

 
January 

2nd 
23rd 

14th 4th 
25th 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  
7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 
pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 
10.15             & 11.15 pm 
  
Friday Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall    1.30pm 
  
Monthly 
 
1st Tuesday Rising Sun Book 
Group 8pm 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee 
meeting 
2nd Tuesday -Quiz Rising Sun 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sut-
ton Hall 

S&SHA  
 
Monday 27th November 7.30pm 
at The Sutton Hall 'Norman 
churches in the Newbury Area' 
an illustrated talk by David Pea-
cock, local  
historian. £3pp members free. 
  
There is no S&SHA meeting in 
December 
  
Monday 29th January 7.30pm at 

The Sutton Hall S&SHA AGM 

open to all. 2018 subscriptions 

of £10pa due. New members 

welcome. 


