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FROM THE SUTTON HALL  STOCKCROSS FEBRUARY 2017 No.100 

 FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

May 2018 No: 105 

THE ROYAL WEDDING & THE FA CUP FINAL 

 
Tiaras & Teams, 19th May 
 
As you probably already aware 19th May 2018 is a big day. We have a 
royal wedding AND the FA Cup Final. Something for everyone! 
 
The Sutton Hall Management Committee would like to invite you to a 
village event, where we will be celebrating both occasions. It’s just £1 a 
ticket from The Post Office. 
 
Doors open at 2.30pm.  Please bring a plate of food to contribute to a 
shared afternoon tea. On arrival we'll give you a free glass of Bubbles or 
Beer. A soft drink alternative will also be available.  

 
Free Tea & Coffee will be served. And if you fancy something a little stronger you can purchase beer or wine from the 
bar.  
We’ve called the event Tiaras and Teams so join the fun by wearing a tiara or come dressed in your favourite football 
team strip.  
 
During the afternoon we'll show a montage of wedding and team photos. We would love to feature as many people 
from the village as possible. To be part of this, drop your photos into the Post Office or scan and email to  
carol@accordantpartners.co.uk Please clearly label and date your photos so we can give you a name check. (All photo’s 
will be available for you to reclaim from the Post Office) 
 
If you’re feeling lucky purchase a raffle ticket. We’ll be doing the draw after tea. There will be choice of nice prizes.  
 
At 5.15pm we will turn the room around for the football. So, if afternoon tea isn’t your 
thing, do join as we beam the FA Cup live on a large screen and will keep the bar open 
until the final whistle.  
 
Keep hunger at bay by purchasing a hot dog or burger from our BBQ. And test your foot-
ie skills and win money with our betting board. 
 
Don’t miss out on a great event – you can catch up with village friends and of course 
enjoy the Wedding or Wembley or both!  
 
Grab your Tickets for the afternoon tea from The Post Office for just £1.00. No ticket is 
required for the FA Cup showing. 
 

All welcome! 
 

mailto:carol@accordantpartners.co.uk
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The Editor 

 I hope everyone 
had a great Easter 
and enjoyed their 
chocolate spoils. I 
have been blessed 
to having such a 
wonderful commit-
tee who have not 
only made my life 
easier but have 
been working very 
hard and so I can 
report on many im-
provements. 
I am pleased to say 

that we now have purchased new chairs for the hall. A big 
thank you to Brian is due for all his hard work in organising 
the exchange as we donated the old chairs to Stockfest. 
Whilst the new chairs are slightly larger and heavier than 
the originals they have deeper seat padding making them 
far more comfortable. 
 
In addition to the curtains, new blinds have been installed in 
the windows providing the added benefit of better privacy 
whilst allowing diffused light. 
 
New parking signs have been erected in the car park by 
Ron with the hope to stop unauthorised parking as we need 
to keep the car park for the sole use of hirers of the hall. 
Any persons wishing to drop their Children off at School or 
dog walkers should use the public car park situated at the 
recreation ground. 
 
Health and Safety has taken prime spot during these last 
months and through the hard work carried out (mainly by 
Brian) we have passed the audit by Stallard and Kane. We 
have been very fortunate to enrol Dawn Robins to the com-
mittee. Dawn has a wealth of experience in this complicated 
area and can hopefully help us to continue pass the yearly 
audits.  
 
As Robin Williams said, “Spring is nature’s way of saying, 
Lets party!” and so we shall. Carol Standing (another won-
derful new member) is heading up a subcommittee to run a 
non-profit ‘village event’, called ‘Teams and Tiaras’ in cele-
bration of the FA Cup final and the Royal Wedding. Please 
take note of the posters and flyers that accompany the 
Grapevine as we are hoping for a good attendance.  
Before I end I just want to thank two special people who 
have made my initiation to chair so much easier and pleas-
ant. Linda Mason and Mark Nevitt work tirelessly for the 
committee and Stockcross village and I wanted to tell them 
both how much they are valued. 
 
As I write this message, I think a quote from Charles Dick-
ens is very apt "Spring is the time of the year, when it is 
summer in the sun and winter in the shade."  
 
Please let’s get out of the shade 
 
Best regards 
Christine 
 

 
Welcome to the May edition of your Grapevine.  

 
Between May and July, we 
have a lot going on in Stock-
cross. 
 
On the 19th May, we have the 
Royal wedding and more im-
portantly (to some) the FA Cup 
final.  
 
Stockcross has decided to turn 

that day into a special event.  
 
For those that like weddings then the place to be will be in 
this village, if you like football and support either Man-
chester United or Chelsea then the village will also be the 
place to be. In other words, we are 
holding a double event (a sort of 
Pick’n’Mix). 
 
Also in this edition there is news 
about Stockfest (August), a sum-
mer fete (June), hosted by Stock-
cross school and so much more.  
 
If the weather is going to be like it 
has been in April (or the end of it) 
then there will be no better place 

to be than 
Stockcross. 
Village. 
 
All this news and much more is in 

this edition of your very own mag-

azine. 

Please remember that your next 

issue will be out at the beginning of 

August (which will cover August to 

October). If you have anything you 

would like to contribute to this 

magazine then it must reach me no later than the Friday 

20th July 2018, and before 4 pm on 

that date.  

Please forward your contributions 

to:  stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com 

Until we meet again, enjoy! 
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Stockcross news/ events 
                                      

Stockfest 2018 

Keep August 12th – Au-
gust 19th clear in your 
diaries because Stock-
fest will be running on 
those dates !    
 
This year, we have the 

best Jazz band locally.  
 
A packed and varied schedule ranging from tast-
ers of Pilates, Acupuncture and Table Tennis to 
films. Opera, hog roasts, wine tasting, a classic 
car show, tours of the Dogs Trust and Benham 
Estate.   
 
We will have a ‘pop up pub’ on the Glebe and lots 
of other events and activities !   To finish, we 
have Stewart Hofgartner  (as seen on ‘ Real 
Deals’) to hold an auction for us. You will have a 
chance to bid for numerous items and promises 
of skills, trade and facilities. Such as ‘A day trip 
in a Motor yacht along the Solent for 6 people, 
champagne / lunch included – Diving experience 
for 4 people with Divestyle from Aborfield, along 
with many other experiences. 
 
This year we are supporting a local charity, New-
bury Cancer Care Trust and a portion of the mon-
ey we raise from Stockfest, will be donated to that 
organisation.     
 
Tickets for events will be on sale online from 
June and will be cheaper if bought in ad-
vance.   We are looking for volunteers, to help run 
certain events and are also looking for donations 
of items and promises of a skill/ service/ - an ex-
cellent way to advertise ‘your business’ we can 
auction or put in a raffle.   If you can spare some 
time and/or have items to donate please 
email chairman@stockfest.co.uk 
            

Stockcross Two O’clock Crowd (STOCC) 
 
Thanks to an increased interest in our monthly events we 
have had excellent attendance over the last year. This has 
enabled us to put on some interesting events and to book a 
good selection of speakers so we thank you for your sup-
port. If you haven’t yet been along on the last Wednesday 
of the month do give us a try – you can make some new 
friends, meet your neighbours, and have a cuppa and piece 
of cake. Check out the notice board outside the shop to see 
what’s on or keep your Grapevine advert handy! Everyone 
welcome, no annual subscription just £2 entry on the door. 
Looking forward to seeing you! 

Lockdales 
01473 627110 
  
A special antiques 
and collectables val-
uation event will be 
taking place soon in 
your area. The ex-
perts of Lockdales 
Auctioneers will be 
providing free valua-
tions to the public on Monday 21st May, 11am to 3pm at Sutton 
Hall, Church Road, Stockcross, Newbury, Berkshire, RG20 8LN 
(free car parking on-site subject to availability). 
  
There will be experts providing valuations on the following 
types of collectables: Coins (including British & World, sover-
eigns, Krugerrands, Royal Mint commemoratives & proof sets), 
stamps, banknotes, medals & militaria, antiques, clocks, watch-
es, jewellery, gold, silver, pre-1900 documents/books & maps, 
cigarette-cards, postcards, pre-1960 sporting programmes & 
tickets, pens, vintage toys, vintage comics, scientific instru-
ments, swords, bayonets, de-activated and antique firearms. No 
appointment is necessary at this event, simply turn up with your 
items and the valuers will be happy to see you. 
  
Members of the public will have the option, if they wish, to con-
sign their goods to auction (subject to terms & conditions) Cash 
purchase offers are also available. Valuations will be provided 
free of charge, with no obligation. High quality illustrated cata-
logues from previous auctions will be given away on a compli-
mentary basis in order for the public to get a better idea of the 
services available. 
  
We recently broke the British record for a Rolex Submariner 
watch sold at auction. On 11th October 2017 we sold an example 
made c.1964 with orange numerals for nearly £280,000 includ-
ing premium. This achievement was reported in the national 
media. The owner consigned the watch to auction at one of our 
valuation events in the east of England. Many other star items 
have turned up at our events. 
  
If you have any questions feel free to contact Lockdales’ 
Martlesham offices: 01473 627110, sales@lockdales.com.  For 
further information see our website www.lockdales.com 

mailto:chairman@stockfest.co.uk
mailto:sales@lockdales.com
http://www.lockdales.com
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Stockcross & Surrounding History Association (SASHA) News 

Stockcross & Surrounding History Association (SASHA) 
 
We meet on the last Monday of the month in the small hall. Membership is just £10 pa and for that you can come to all meet-
ings, including talks, for no extra charge. 
 
We also have a ‘members’ only’ section on our website that currently gives you access to the following data: 
 Transcription of Census returns for the area 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871,  1881, 1891, 1901, 1911.  
 St John’s Church Marriage Banns 1847 – 1986 
 Confirmations in Stockcross, Shaw, Speen and Kintbury Most years  1878 - 1899  
 St John's Church baptisms register 1855 -1873 
 St John's Church funeral register 1855 -1871 
 Monumental Inscriptions in St John's Churchyard 
 
Have a look at our website at www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk.  There is now a brief history on the now long gone Bowling 
Club and Mothers’ Union. We aim to add more items in due course so keep checking back. 
 
Our oral history project is continuing and several interviews have now been recorded and transcribed. We hope to make 
these available to a wider public as soon as possible. If you would like to get involved by allowing us to record your memo-
ries please get in touch with Jane Batt 01488 608762.  

Here are a couple of items found regarding the introduction of school dinners in 1932.  Menu sounds filling! 
 

http://www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk/
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Stockcross News 

Watercolour Workshop 
  
On Saturday 17th March 
a day's watercolour paint-
ing class was held at Sut-
ton Hall organised by 
Jane Batt. It was taught 
by Claire Warner who is a 
well known local profes-
sional artist, who paints 

freely in watercolour, oil & acrylic.  Claire 
has taught at Stockcross several times in 
the past few summers during " Stock-
fest" events. She provides all materials 
needed by the participants. Her gentle 
step-by-step approach enables students 
to produce first class finished pictures in 
just one day. 
 
As the  sky was grey and snow fell out-
side, the mood inside the hall was en-
gaged with a calm sky of pink and yel-
low. The choice of subject for March was 
"Sunset in Norfolk" done with a limited 
palette of colours. The group of 14 had 
varying experience with watercolour 
painting but enjoyed a very satisfying 
day each produced pleasing painting. 
 
There will be an art workshop with Max Hale during Stock-
fest18 so look out for details nearer the time. 

History in the Making   
 
For the first time in living memory, when Keith Phil-
lips retires this summer after 14 years on Speen Par-
ish Council there will be no councillor from any of 
the 150 or so dwellings within the Stockcross village 
envelope, unless…. 
 
Being a councillor is not onerous.  This is “the grass 
roots” level.  It facilitates the interests of Stockcross 
to be properly represented on the local council by 
someone who is closest to what is going on in our 
immediate community.   
 
Why not find out more?  Meetings are monthly usu-
ally at 7.30: the AGM Tuesday 29th May, then ordi-
nary meetings on Mondays June 11th and July 16th 

(venues to be decided).  You will be made very wel-
come.  Keith will of course also be delighted to tell 
you more about it (keith.phillips@speenpc.org.uk, 
01488 608249), or indeed the clerk or any of the 
councillors (http://www.speenpc.org.uk/

council.php). 

mailto:keith.phillips@speenpc.org.uk
http://www.speenpc.org.uk/council.php
http://www.speenpc.org.uk/council.php
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Above a school fete poster, everyone is very welcome to attend the biggest fundraiser of the year - including 
past, present and future pupils, all villagers and anyone connected to the school or Stockcross itself. So 
please come along. A great time will be had by all. 
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Stockcross Village News 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st January 2018 (all books from 16/10/17 to 

01/01/18 to be at new rates) 
Minimum hire 2 hours 

 
         Small   Large     Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident 7.50      10.50 13.50 
Non resident 11.00    16.00 19.00 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

  Rising Sun 

Musicians 

From the 
1990's there 
was a music 
session that 
moved be-
tween the Ris-
ing Sun and 

Lord Lyon as the tenants changed.  This fin-
ished in the early 2000's when the Lord Lyon did 
not want to continue and the Rising Sun closed.  
West Berks Brewery took over the Rising Sun 
and Joan, the first of their tenants, decided to 
run a folk club on a Sunday night.  When Joan 
and Keith left and Glen arrived, we persuaded 
him to allow a session to follow on from Joan's 
club.  Ever since, with each new tenant, we 
managed to re-start the session until the latest 
closure.  Having looked around for another ven-
ue, we eventually decided to follow the lead of 
other clubs/sessions and book the small Sutton 
Hall once a month.  We have decided to call 
ourselves the Rising Sun Musicians after our 
former venue.   

We have now held the inaugural session and 
will continue on one Sunday a month, charging 
£3 to each visitor and musician to cover costs.  
The future dates will be in the diary.  Everybody 
is welcome, so come along and either play or 
just listen. 

For further information call 01488608707 or e-
mail at aharrygill2000@yahoo.co.uk 

Andrew Gill, photo by Ken Rutterford. 

                          

The dates for the next three meetings 
of the Rising Sun Musicians are:- 
 
20th May 8:30 pm 
17th June 8:30 pm 
8th of July 8:30 pm 
 
All in the small hall 
 
regards Andrew Gill telephone 01488608707 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com
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COMING EVENTS Church  
Services 

 
 May 
 
6th   Family Service   11am 
13th Holy Communion 
11am 
27th Holy Communion  
11am 
 
June 
 
3rd  Family Service  11am 
10th  Holy Communion 
11am 
24th Holy Communion 
11am 
 
July 
 
1st Family Service  11am 
 8th  Holy Communion  
11am 
22nd  Holy Communion  
11am 
 

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.30 to 11.00am 

 
May 

 
June 

 
July 

10th  
31st 

21st 12th 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  
7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 
pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 
10.15             & 11.15 pm 
  
Friday Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall    1.30pm 
  
Monthly 
 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee 
meeting 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sut-
ton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At The Sutton Hall, Stockcross 

From 2-4pm unless stated  
otherwise 

 
Wednesday 30 May 
Exeter, cruiser of the  

medium size 
A personal account of the  
Battle of the River Plate. 

An illustrated talk by Patrick 
Cogswell 

Cost £2 including refresh-
ments 

 
* 

Wednesday 27 June 
Growing 2Gether 

Local gardening initiative visit 
us. There will be some plants 

to buy 
Cost £2 including refresh-

ments 
 

* 
Wednesday 25 July 

Garden Party at Bagnor 
At the home of Viv and Roy 

Lovell. Details nearer the time 
or from Viv and Jane - see be-

low 
 
 

*** 
ALL WELCOME 

For details call Viv: 01635 
523963 

Or Jane: 01488 608762 

Tennis Club  
 
The new season has started and 
subscriptions are now due.  They 
are unchanged from last year with 
a single adult membership standing 
at £45 and a family membership at 
£70.  This must be the cheapest 
membership fir tennis in the coun-
ty. 
 

On Sunday 13th May we will 
be holding a maintenance 
morning at the courts from 
10 am onwards.  Many 
hands make light work! 


