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The Pop-In-Pub is the place to be on a Fri-

day night at the end of every month. The 

next one will be on 30th November. The last 

two were huge successes with villagers and 

people from surrounding areas coming to-

gether for drinks, chats, food and entertain-

ment. Support your village, support you 

local Pop-in-pub, your enthusiasm/ partici-

pation may help reopen the Rising Sun 

Pub, which is sadly missed. The Editor. 
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The Editor 

Draft Chairs report – 2018 

As my first year as Chair draws to a 

close I am happy to report on both a busy 
and successful year for the hall. 
The hall itself has traded well and Mark 
will report more fully on that shortly. 
This has allowed us to continue to invest 

in this valuable village facility and importantly support various 
village groups by continuing to allow them use of the hall with-
out charge (STOCC, SaSHA, Book club & Billiard club) 
This year we invested in a redecoration of the toilets, kitchen 
and rear hallway most of which has not been decorated for over 
10 years. We also purchased blinds for the windows which have 
proved popular, shading the sun shine without blocking it out 
with the curtains. 
Our primary focus however was to continue working through the 
Health & Safety audit report actions and the Fire safety audit 
report actions. These arose from the committee’s decision in 
2017 to appoint an independent consultancy to audit our perfor-
mance and act as our competent person.  This work has included 
much administrative input updating and making relevant our risk 
assessments and COSHH. We have made more vigilant and fre-
quent testing of our fire safety systems, improved instructions to 
hirers and updated fire procedures for our users.  We have heavi-
ly invested in improving our fire protections including enhanced 
emergency lighting in and around the hall, extending the fire 
alarm system to include the billiard club and improving our fire 
extinguisher provision together with treating the stage curtains 
with a fire-retardant product. 
It was pleasing that at our annual audit in the summer by our 
retained consultants, Stallard Kane we were complemented on 
the significant progress made.  
Part of the fire risk assessment was identifying that our chairs 
were old and in a poor state of repair leading to a higher fire 
hazard. The decision was taken to replace them rather than try 
and repair and we were grateful to the Find Me a Grant service 
run by Greenham Trust for a generous grant towards this capital 
out lay. Our new chairs are more comfortable and less of a fire 
hazard. 
This year has seen an increase in event activity driven by new 
committee members. We had a successful (if not hungry for the 
servers!) harvest supper last October, another great Pantomime 
season in December plus the Christmas drinks and Children’s 
party at Christmas. Into 2018 we had the Teams and Tiaras event 
celebrating Prince Harry’s wedding and also the FA cup final. 
We supported Stockfest running the teas on two days and also 
the BBQ for the car boot sale. Finally, more recently we 
launched the Pop Inn, a pop up pub which we will run once per 
month while the village is without a permanent pub. This was 
well supported, enjoyed and financially beneficial for the hall  
This year we were joined on the committee by some new and 
enthusiastic members who have been willing to take the strain 
and relieve myself, Linda, Brian and Mark of some of the pres-
sure particularly surrounding the Health & Safety requirements.  
 More importantly, they have brought new enthusiasm and impe-
tus to the events and they have worked tirelessly together with 
the rest of the committee and several other villagers to make the 
events we have had memorable and a success.    
My thanks go to all the members of the committee for their sup-
port and hard work, but I particularly thank Dawn and Carol for 
all the work they have put in since joining us. Likewise, thanks 
to Glenn for editing and issuing the Grapevine – we appreciate it 
– thank you.                                                        (Continued…) 

 
Welcome to the latest edition of the Grapevine (November edi-
tion). 
 
Since the August edition of the Grapevine, we have had some 
great successes. Stockfest was a great demonstration of what 
can be achieved by village members. Many people from, not 
only Stockcross, but from around the country and even abroad 
turned up and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. So full credit to 
Tony Hersh and his team. Just a year to wait until the next one 
(but don’t worry, time goes so fast that before you even know it 
you’ll be a year older and back into the land of Stockfest, 
doesn’t that thought cheer you up?). 
 
Harvest Festival was another event that was put on by our Vil-
lage hall committee, which was another huge success, again, 
like every year, it was packed out. 
 
The Pop-In-pub: after the Rising Sun Pub closed – the hub of 
community life – thoughts turned to finding another way in 
bringing the community together. It was decided to create a pop
-in-pub (ingeniously called “Pop-in-Pub”), and it is being held 
at Stockcross community centre. This was on the back of the 
Pop-in-pub in the Glebe for Stockfest. That was a huge success 
and brought the village together.  
 
On the 28th September (Friday) our very own pub (Pop-In Pub) 
was opened. It was a massive success. Food was served, drinks 
galore and happy chattering villagers – and people from further 
afield – joined in on this momentous day.  
 
At the end of every month, the Stockcross Village hall will be 
open to the residents and friends to greet and meet each other 
over a few pints, glasses of wine or even soft drinks. Children 
welcome. So come along to our next evening (30th Nov– Fri-
day), bring the family and food will be served.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Carol Standing and her team for 
organising a much-needed community-pub-get together. This 
will last until (hopefully) the Rising Sun pub reopens.  
 

Happy Christmas and New Year to you all! 
 
Please remember that your next issue will be out at the begin-
ning of February (which will cover February to May). If you 
have anything you would like to contribute to this magazine, 
then it must reach me no later than the Friday 18th January 
2019, and before 4 pm.  
 

Please forward 
your contributions 
to:   
stockcrossgrape-

vine@gmail.com 
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News/ Christmas 2018 
Continued….. 
Some special thanks also go to Mark, Linda and Brian who 
have supported me enormously during the year and I literally 
could not have done this without them 
I also want to extend and formally record our thanks to the vil-
lagers who get involved without necessarily joining the com-
mittee. They play a huge part in making the hall a success and 
the village a lovely place to live. I particularly would like to 
thank Claire Mingo, Jane Seaton & Sheilagh Brown together 
with all the Panto team for the huge effort that goes into pro-
ducing what has become an important institution and tradition 
in Stockcross – the Panto. Similarly, thanks also to Rachael 
Thislethwaite and her team for taking on the Children’s Christ-
mas Party, Maureen & Carolyn for organising this year’s Har-
vest Supper along with all the villagers & their families for the 
effort they put in to all our events. 
The Hall is a busy venue involving more administrative work 
with continuous cleaning and maintenance. We receive numer-
ous complements from hall hirers about the facility and how 
well it is presented and for this I pass on our thanks to Jay, our 
caretaker. 
Finally, I wish to record a special thanks to Ernie Preece who is 
retiring from the committee this year. Ernie has been a member 
of the committee for 26 years including serving as Chair. He 
has been endlessly supportive at committee meeting & events, 
always willing to participate and help.    On behalf of the com-
mittee, past and present thank you Ernie. 
People might complain that I don’t do anything until the last 
minute, but I say those people should be thankful because if 
there was not a last minute, I would never do anything! 
 
Chrissie Rickards  

Stockcross Panto Players, Proudly Present… 

Puss in Boots 
6th to 8th December 

 
Your local thespians have got togeth-
er again to bring to the Sutton Hall, 
Stockcross, the Pantomime Puss in 
Boots (written by Lorraine Mason).  
In their own unique style, they have 
taken a traditional fairy story and 
corrupted it beyond belief.  Packing it 
with corny jokes, a raunchy dame 
and a dreadfully, fearful ogre.  Get 
ready for an evening like no other!   
This has become a regular family 

favourite for many, tickets can sell out quickly for certain 
dates. Put it in your diaries now to avoid disappointment.  
Get your tickets from the Post Office from 1st November. 
 
Thoroughly looking forward to welcoming you all, Sheelagh 
& Jane 
 
PS. Every year, we welcome new people to the Stockcross 
Panto Players, be it actors, painters, directors and producers. 
If you think you might like to be part of the fun next year 
and are unsure of what is involved, feel free to contact Jane 
and come along (email janeseaton@hotmail.co.uk).  No ex-
perience necessary.   
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Stockfest18 
 
Stockfest18 has run its 
course this year and I be-
lieve, based on the feed-
back we have received, we 
can declare it a success.  
The key aim of Stockfest18 
was to bring our communi-
ty together and provide a 
range of interesting and 
enjoyable events and I 
think this was especially 
important this year during 

the closure, hopefully temporarily, of the Rising Sun. 
 
We ran over 40 individual events and most were very well at-
tended.  The Inn of the Glebe was extremely popular and provid-
ed a perfect hub for the festival in line with our objectives and it 
was clear how much the villagers enjoyed having a pub again.  
The classic car show gets bigger every year and again we saw 
the Glebe filled with unusual cars.  A particular highlight of 
Stockfest18 was the Gospel Choir where feedback from at-
tendees was especially positive.   Our music offerings at Jazz on 
the Glebe and the car show were well received and it was partic-
ularly pleasing that local groups such as Kennet Opera and the 
Wessex Harpists also participated.   
 
Although Stockfest was primarily a community, rather than a 
money making event, we were also able to fulfil another objec-
tive we had to support Stockcross and local charities.  With the 
surplus we made we donated £1000 to Newbury & District Can-
cer Care Trust and £250 to the Dogs Trust, these being our two 
nominated charities.  We also donated £250 to St John’s Church 
and allocated another £250, on top of the £1,000 allocated from 
Stockfest17, towards the repair of the church clock.  In addition 
and in recognition of the ongoing situation regarding our pub, 
we also gave £250 to help the Sutton Hall Committee create 
their own pop-up pub in the Village Hall on a regular basis 
whilst the village is pub-less.   I was also very pleased that vari-
ous local community based groups used Stockfest18 to raise 
funds.   The Church raised over £1000 from their events, the 
Sutton Hall raised over £500 and Stockfest18 supported local 
performers and gave money to Kennet Opera and the Wessex 
Harpists.   
On behalf of the whole organising committee, I would like to 
thank our many helpers and supporters without whom staging 
the numerous events, large and small, would not have been pos-
sible.    I am very grateful for financial support from The Green-
ham Trust, the Village Hall Committee, Speen Parish Council 
and West Berkshire Brewery.   I especially want to recognise the 
work of the Stockfest Committee who put in countless hours of 
their time organising the festival ; Felicity Merchant, Maryon 
Lawry, Venetia Dunlop, Dawn Robins, Steve Kirby, Edward 
Vandyk and Sue Vandyk.     
 
Stockfest holds an Annual General Meeting each January to 
elect a committee including the Chairman.  Next year the meet-
ing will be held at 8pm on Monday 7th January in Sutton Hall 
where I will be handing over the reins to another chairman and 
we will elect a new committee.   The continuation of Stockfest 
depends on people volunteering to help so please attend, partici-
pate and volunteer as both Stockfest and our community needs 
you !   
 
Tony Hersh 
Chairman of Stockfest18 
 

Please join the congregation on Sunday 
11 November 10.55am for a service of 
Remembrance. The SASHA exhibition 
will be available to view after the ser-
vice. 

 



 

5 THE GRAPEVINE— November 2018 

Stockcross News/ Events 

 

At The Sutton Hall, Stockcross 

From 2-4pm unless stated  
ALL WELCOME 

For details call Jane: 01488 
608762 

  
Wednesday 31 October 

The Art of the Magician 
By Tony Griffith 

Cost £2 
  

Wednesday 28 November 
The History of the Bicycle (new 

event) 
With Tony Hadland 

Cost £2 
  

Wednesday 19th December 
12.30pm  

Christmas Lunch  
At The Watermill Theatre Restau-

rant    Price: £21.95  
Details from Angela Tyler, book 

by the October meeting 
  

Wednesday 30 January (new date) 
The Art of Basketry 

With Erica Adams 
Cost £2 

 
 

 
A special tea for 
Stockcross Two 
O’clock Crowd 

We enjoyed a more 
formal afternoon tea 
than usual at our Sep-
tember meeting since 
we were to be in-
structed in the eti-
quette of taking tea in 
the 1950s entitled 
‘How do you Take 
Yours?’ Jane Glennie 

gave an amusing talk in the style of the era and, from 
her gloves to her table cloth and tea set, she was very 
convincing. A couple of ladies present also dressed 
for the occasion and Viv was asked to be the ‘guest’ 
at Jane’s table. She passed the high standards required 
remarkably well and a discussion on various teas fol-
lowed. We brought along several very pretty tea pots 
to ‘be mother’ for our tables to mark this occasion.  
 
A big Thank You and presentation was made to Viv 
Wilson as she is standing down after 16 years from 
organizational duties for STOCC prior to her and 
Roger moving from the area and she in turn gave a 
little speech about how we got started in 2002 and 
grew to where we are today. She will still be amongst 
us for a while however which is lucky for us. 

 
The speakers booked for the coming year, many of 
them professional, are all great and some have enter-
tained us before so I hope you can join us for an after-
noon. Details of events are on the village notice board 
and in this Grapevine.  
 
Jane Batt 
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Nick’s “London 100” charity bike 
ride – Thank You !! 
 
Unpleasant !    Challenging !   Exhilarat-
ing !    Awesome ! 
 
In the August edition of the “Grapevine” I 
mentioned that I was intending to cycle 100 
miles for charity in the “London 100” bike 
event. Here is my brief report on how things 
went.  
 
You will of course remember that this year’s 
summer was glorious with end to end sun-
shine for ten weeks. All of my serious training 
for the London 100 was effectively in hot and 
cloudless weather conditions – my biggest 
problem being hydration (ie taking in enough 

water to be comfortable). My last 30 mile 
training ride 3 days before the event was in 
temperatures of 31 degrees – lovely ! 
 
Well, the weather had to break at some time, 
and it just so happened that this was on July 
29th – the date of the London 100. So instead 
of nice sunshine, the 35,000 participants had 
to endure heavy rain, strong winds (directly in 
our faces for the first 50 miles), and very seri-
ous wind chill. Unfortunately, the weather 
forecasters hadn’t mention the wind chill, 
which meant that many cyclists (including 
me) didn’t start with enough weatherproof 
layers, meaning that as well as being thor-
oughly drenched, many riders suffered hypo-
thermia. I just about managed to avoid this by 
adding a further layer after 25 miles, but I 
wasn’t properly warmed until the half way 
stage when the wind was more in our favour.  
 
Due to the conditions, progress was relatively 
slow – it was more a matter of just finishing 
rather than trying to complete the event in a 

good time. Another hazard was the increased 
number of crashes as a direct result of the 
conditions – in fact we had to take an alterna-
tive route around the iconic Leith Hill in 
deepest Surrey due to a serious incident re-
sulting in road closure, the air ambulance and 
a very unfortunate fatality.  
 
The second 50 miles were, in fact, relatively 
pleasant – by then the worst of the rain had 
abated, and we were encouraged to know the 

finish line was becoming within sight. The 
crowds, who were pretty well absent in the 
first half, now started to line the route to help 
us along, and were very supportive on the ride 
through Kingston, Wimbledon, Putney and to 
the finish in The Mall. At the finish all three 
of us experienced a great sense of achieve-
ment – a job well done in spite of the condi-
tions !   
 
Enough of all that – I now give a huge VOTE 
OF THANKS to everyone who sponsored me 
to do the bike ride. You may remember it was 
my intention to try to raise £1,200 each for the 
two hospitals that sorted out my stroke prob-
lem last year. However, we did much better – 
RAISING  £1,770 FOR THE ROYAL 
BERKS STROKE UNIT, and £1,783 FOR 
ST. GEORGE’S, TOOTING, THROM-
BECTOMY UNIT – TOTAL £3,553.  
 
All I did was to have an exhilarating bike ride 
in challenging conditions – the real thanks 
goes to everyone for their fantastic sponsor-
ship and support !! 
Many thanks for reading this, 
 
Nick Drewe, Stockcross  
 
 
Photos: (1)   Will, Nick & Tom at the 
finish outside Buckingham Palace 
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 Head Teacher’s Update 
 
 

Happy New School Year! It is incredible to think that this issue of the Grapevine will reach you as we start 
the second half of our Autumn term and thoughts are turning to Christmas!  

 
Looking back to the end of last term, the Leavers’ Service in July was a happy 
but emotional time when we said farewell to our Year 6 children and wished 
them good luck at their secondary schools. They have gone to Park House, St 
Barts, John O’Gaunt, The Downs and Abingdon Boys and we hope they will 
come back to visit us soon. 
 
Since then, the start of our Autumn Term has got off to a flying start with two 
new members of staff, fifteen new children starting in our Reception class 
and twelve of our Year 6 children on a residential course near Weymouth for a 
week.  

 
Year 6 pupils on their residential trip in Weymouth. 
 

Children have participated in several netball and rugby matches since the start 
of term. Driving rain doesn’t put us off and whether it is a Stockcross team or 
a combined Stockcross and Welford & Wickham team the players have demon-
strated excellent sportsmanship. 
 
The Stockcross netball team 
 
The Harvest Festival in October was a wonderful occasion and we have two 
more services this term to look forward to: Remembrance and Christingle. We 
will also have our two Open Mornings, the Infant’s Nativity play, the Mummers’ 
Play, the Save the Children Carol Concert, a whole school trip to Hampton 

Court Palace and a rather special Christmas treat of Robin Hood at The Watermill. Wow – I feel exhausted 
already! 
 
My thanks, as always, to our pupils, parents and staff for their support. We are a lovely school and I feel 
proud to be part of it. 
 
Best wishes, Katie Dickens Executive Headteacher 
 

 Thank You! 
 
 

 
Firstly, and most importantly we wanted to say a BIG THANK YOU to all of you that were able to support us over the 
last academic year. We had an excellent year of fundraising for the academic year 2017-18, allowing us to support 
the school in a variety of ways including contributions to the school budget, essential maintenance and class trips. 
We are feeling re-energised following the summer break to build on our progress to date to allow us to maintain the 
levels of support for the new year. This year we are setting ourselves a rather significant goal to supply the school 
with computer tablets. We are already at half-term, and have been busily organising lots of fun activities for all in-
volved… 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
Please do come and join us for our annual Christmas Bazaar Saturday 1st December 4-6pm – the perfect 
point in the calendar to get that festive feeling! You can expect stalls, games, food & drink, lots of general merri-
ment, and of course a chance to see Santa too!  
 
If you would like to run a stall, or know anyone who would, the charge will be £15 per table + 1 raffle prize donation.  
 
Are there any other ways you can help?  
 
Are you a keen gardener? Do you have an appreciation of delicious home-grown food? Do you have any time you could 
spare maybe once a month or even once a week? We are looking for some help either to maintain our garden once a 
month, and/or spend time with our children in the garden. We would love to be able to offer them the chance to 
understand how to grow their own fruits and vegetables, and to appreciate where their food comes from. This will 
help to reinforce the strong healthy eating ethos we are already proud of throughout the school.  
If you think you would like to run a stall at the Bazaar, or could offer any help at all with the garden, then please 
contact the school office. You can email us at: stockcrossptfa@gmail.com, call: 01488 608356, or just drop-in to say 
Hello!  
 

Stockcross PTFA (Parents, Teachers, Friends Association) 

mailto:stockcrossptfa@gmail.com
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COMING EVENTS Church  
Services 

 
 

 November 
 
4th  Family Service   11am 
11th Parish Communion with Re-
membrance 10.55 am 
25th Parish Communion  11am 

 
December 
 
2nd  Family Service  11am 
9th  Parish Communion 11am 
23th Carol service  6 pm 
24th Crib service 5 pm 
25th Christmas day communion 
11 am 
 

January  
 
6th Family Service    11 am 
13th Parish Communion 11 am 
27th Parish Communion 11 am 
  

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.30 to 11.00am 

 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  
7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 
pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 
10.15             & 11.15 pm 
  
Friday Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall    1.30pm 
  
Monthly 
 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee 
meeting 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sut-
ton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  
 

 

 
Nov 

 
Dec 

 
Jan 

15th 6th 17th 


