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The Editor 

 Summer is here and I am 
in the process of moving 
all my bad habits out-
doors! We have the 50th 
Apollo moon landing cele-
brations on the 19th and 
20th July and I particularly 
like to thank Carol Stand-
ing, Stephen Mullaly, Lin-
da Mason and Liz Hart-

well- for the huge amount of organising that they 
have put in. Also these events takes huge effort from 
all of the committee who will be manning stations  
over the two days to ensure a success. Further thanks 
should be extended to Cam Vickerage, Jane and Da-
vid Seaton for their contribution which shows it has 
been very much a community effort. As I write, this 
event is still to happen but with the speed Summer is 
working to, it will be over before we know it. 
Looking ahead, we are extremely lucky to have 
Stockfest19 coming up and whilst this is not being 
organised by Sutton Hall, we do love to support this 
Festival by helping out and attending many of the ex-
citing events. There will be a Village pub opening on 
the Glebe from 9th – 11th and then from the 14th – 18th 
August. Please see the leaflets in the Post Office 
which outlines Stockfest19 at a glance. 
I am very excited to say that Claire Mingo will be 
directing the Panto this year with Jane Seaton as Pro-
ducer and I believe auditions will commence in Sep-
tember. (Dates to be confirmed by Claire Mingo)  
On October 5th there is the yearly Harvest Supper, 
which is and event where all of the Villagers are wel-
come. Everyone brings along a plate of food to share 
(Sweet or Savoury) and we provide entertainment and 
a bar. It is a great time to meet your neighbours and 
have a good meal in the process. Tickets will be 
available from the Post office closer to the date, so 
please put this in your diary, 
Also I am pleased to announce that the ‘Pop Inn’ will 
open its doors again on the 25th October which will be 
a themed event and we will leaflet everyone closer to 
the date. 
As I said in the last Grapevine, the committee is real-
ly in need of new members, so please, consider step-
ping forward. We meet once a month on the second 
Tuesday of the month. You can email – Chris-
tine.rickards@yahoo.com or ring on 07787825459, or 
just simply turn up at 8.00pm at the village hall – you 
would be very welcome. 
Unfortunately due to recent set- backs, my summer 
beach body will be postponed another year, as usual 
your patience is appreciated… 

 

Hi Grapevine readers, 
 

Well, three months went quite quick – 

time does travel fast when you are having 
fun – and now we’ve arrived at that critical 
month in Stockcross’ calendar, yes, Stock-
fest (but then again, aren’t they all important 
months in the life and tribulations of Stock-
cross life!). 
 
We start off with the front cover, which 
needs no explanation (as it is a hugely antic-
ipated event in the life of our village and 
Berkshire has a whole), yes, Stockfest, the 
one that needs no explanation. Then our 
Chairlady at Sutton Hall Committee, Chris-
sie Rickard, gives us an update on what has 
been happening and will happen in the com-
ing months. 
 
I won’t go through everything that is hap-
pening, as I don’t want to spoil your enjoy-
ment – and I know you’ve been waiting 
three months for the Village Grapevine to 
pop through your door (yes, I know, it 
doesn’t get any better than reading your 
much-awaited copy of the Grapevine). So, 
I’ll leave you to it, enjoy! It has been a 
pleasure, as it has been for all the previous 
editors of this wonderful magazine. 
 
Any contributions for the November edition 
of the Grapevine must reach me no later 
than Friday 18th October 2019 and before 
3.30 pm. Until then, enjoy the joys of what 
Stockcross life brings you. 
 

mailto:Christine.rickards@yahoo.com
mailto:Christine.rickards@yahoo.com
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Stockcross news 
LILIAN EDITH NORRIS  
30-09-1918  - 10-06-2019 

 
 Lilian was born in Spring Cottage, Stockcross towards 
the end on WW1. She was Christened at St. John’s 
Church,  Stockcross. After the war the family moved to 
Upper Basildon where Lilian attended school and later 
moved to Grazeley, near Reading, where she met her hus-
band to be Bill Norris. They married in 1941 whilst Bill 
was in the RAF. In 1945 they had their first child Jane. In 
1948 Bill applied for work at Sir Richard Sutton’s Settled 
Estates and moved to 103 Marsh Benham and then to 43 
Stockcross where Andrew was born in 1951. They then 
moved next door to 44 Stockcross which was a bigger 
house. Lilian worked at The Lord Lyon and also Foley 
Lodge. Bill worked on the estate for almost 50 years in-
cluding some of his retirement making the five bar gates 
you see dotted around the estate. 
  
When Bill died in 1997, Lilian moved into warden assisted 
housing in Newbury and then to Walnut Close, Residential 
Care Home, Thatcham until she died. She reached the 
wonderful age of 100 in September 2018 which was cele-
brated with her family. Lilian is now at rest with her hus-
band Bill in St. John’s Church, Stockcross. Her Father and 
Mother  Henry and Mary Jane Mitchell and her Grand 
Mother Jane Winter are also buried there. 
  
  
Andrew Norris 

 

STOCKCROSS   CHURCH 
CAN YOU HELP? 
 

St. John’s Church is an integral part of the vil-
lage of Stockcross. Even if you don’t go to 
Church (and most people don’t!)  it would be 
a terrible shame if one day it had to close. 
That day, sadly, might not be too far away. 
Currently the Church’s annual income (from 
collections, donations, fund raising events and 
fees for weddings and funerals) exceeds its 

annual expendi-
ture (utilities, re-
pairs, graveyard 
maintenance, in-
surance etc.) by 
some £6000. So 
far so good! 
BUT we need to 
pay our clergy to 
take the Church 
services. Stock-
cross’s share of 

this cost is about £10,000 per year so we have 
a shortfall of some £4000 per year.  At the 
moment we are fortunate in that our neigh-
bouring villages are subsidising us- but we 
have been warned that this can not continue 
for much longer. 
If you would like to help the Church pay its 
way, no matter how small a contribution, 
please contact Charles Prior ( Church treas-

urer ) on 01488 608636 or write to him at 
The Mill House, Woodspeen, Newbury, 
RG208BT. 
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STOCC & S&SHA News  
At The Sutton Hall,  

Stockcross 
 

From 2-4pm unless stated  
  
Cost £2    Contact Jane: 
01488 608762 
  
Wednesday 31 July 
Art Nouveau and Art 
Deco: their differences 
An illustrated talk with 
Robert Kidner 
  
Wednesday 28 August 
Opera - it’s not just 
shrieking ladies and fat 
tenors! 
A talk with James Mitchell 
of Kennet Opera 
  
Wednesday 25 September 
Putting your best face for-
ward! 
WW2 has started! With Jane 
Glennie.  
  
Wednesday 30 October 
Singapore Sights 
Angela Tyler   

Linda Warren has a background in radio, 
writing and public speaking so her presentation on 
the history of words and sayings in April was spot 
on. The backgrounds full of folklore and history - 
were well researched and the explanations some-
times varied from what we expected but were just 
as interesting and often hilarious. There was plenty 
of interaction from a large group and we were all 
enlightened and amused. A very good afternoon. 
 

Hilary Phillips of BBOWT, who is Living 
Landscapes Community Engagement manager for 
Berkshire, came to talk to us, in May, about the 
dramatic history of Greenham Common describing 
how that led to the beautiful nature reserve we have 
today. She talked about the varied and often rare 
wildlife that depends on the habitats found on the 
common and how the Wildlife Trust works to 
maintain and improve those habitats in the context 
of a Living Landscape. 
  

The Whale and Dolphin Conserva-
tion talk was in June. Sharon Stevenson de-
scribed some recent achievements which have 
made a difference and how they work internation-
ally with local communities to make sure the tech-
niques used are as uninvasive as possible. Whales 
and dolphins face threats each day but their sup-
porters, volunteers and partners make an invaluable 
contribution to the work of Whales and Dolphin 
Conservation. 
 

We were saddened and angered by the state of the 
seas and the use of plastics was at the forefront of 
the discussion. Sharon brought along useful litera-
ture and reusable veggie bags to sell. We were able 
to make an additional donation by having a raffle. 
  

We are planning next year’s events now and wel-
come any suggestions. We have had excellent 
speakers over the last year and are lucky to be able 
to have our meetings in such a lovely hall. Thank 
you to the Sutton Hall committee and to those who 
continue to help and support our group.  
Jane Batt 
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We had a very enjoyable evening visiting The Kennet Valley at War Trust Museum at 

Littlecote in April. We began our tour at the memorial to those men who were based in 
the area. Our next stop was The Aldbourne Stable.  During the Second World War the 
stables at Hightown were used as quarters by American soldiers. We then moved in-
side Littlecote House and were given a guided tour of the great hall, library and other 
rooms and were told with how each room was utilized during WW2. The museum itself 
is on the first floor and contains an excellent collection of artifacts.  We found a couple 

of doors donated by Sir Richard Sutton’s Settled Estates from Bradfield Farm. Troops were based at Benham and some 
of our members can remember the old cricket pavilion on the Benham Cricket Ground (now gone) being used as a mess.  
 
Thanks to the volunteers of the Kennet Valley at War Trust for a thoroughly enjoyable evening. You can find out more at 
their website http://www.kennetvalleyatwar.co.uk/ 
 
In May we hosted A Talk with Dr Nick Young – ‘Newbury vs Thatcham – a Duel’ a tongue in cheek comparison between 
the relative merits historically of Newbury and Thatcham.  
 
June was a members’ meeting and a chance to catch up on what research has been done so far. 
 
We have a busy summer with ongoing projects taking up member’s time.  Some of you will have received a request for 
information on your houses for our ‘house history project’. Thank you in advance for completing them where you can.  
 
Oral history is ongoing but our first attempt to make this available to a wider audience will be at St John’s Church on the 
afternoon of Sunday 18th August when we will be showing a slide show ‘School Days’ using old photographs and ex-
tracts from our recordings.  
 
We meet on the last Monday of the month in the small hall. New members are always welcome and you can now join 
online at www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk 
Look out for future events on the village FB page and posters around the village. 

 

http://www.kennetvalleyatwar.co.uk/
http://www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk/
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Stockfest is Back! 
 
14th to 18th August will see the return of Stockfest. And this time 
is comes with warm-up weekend to get you ready for the main 
event. 
The Stockfest warm-up weekend runs from Friday 9th August 
until Sunday 10th August.  On Friday the Inn on the Glebe will 
open a 6pm for a chance to catch up with friends and neigh-
bours. 
 
Saturday 10th August the Inn opens at lunchtime and in the even-
ing there will be live music from Chicago 9 and a chance to en-
joy hand-made woodfired pizza from Ranch Pizzas.  
 
Sunday 11th August the Inn is open from 12 noon to 3pm. 
 
On Wednesday 14th August Stockfest kicks off with two favour-
ites, the summer ramble and Viva Verdi! with Kennet Opera. At 
7.30pm Newbury’s very own grand opera company will present 
a selection of Verdi’s best-loved arias and choruses in the Sutton 
Hall. 
 
There is also a new event at 3pm ‘Think you know the Arch-
ers?’. This is a chance for Archers fans to listen to aficionado 

Oliva Vandyk’s light-hearted presentation on the long running Borchester based sage. Then over tea and cake 
test your knowledge with an Archers-based trivia quiz.  
 
Thursday 15th August is a day for quizers, questers and artists. At 10am, Sarah Moorcroft is running a Painting 
Fun For Kids workshop. At 2pm it’s the adults turn. Spend a relaxing afternoon with local artist Tessa Kirby in 
her Paint A Landscape in watercolours or pastels workshop. 
 
From 10am to 4.30pm is The Great Stockfest Quest! Collect your Quest sheet form the Post Office and explore 
Stockcross following the fiendish clues.  
 
And the evening sees the return of a Stockfest tradition – the pub quiz in the Inn on the Glebe. 
On Friday 16th August, the fun starts at 12.30pm. Bring a picnic and enjoy the music of Wessex Harpers on 
Stockcross House croquet lawn. 
 
And Friday night is film night. At 7.30pm enjoy one of the greatest British films The Lavender Hill Mob in the 
Sutton Hall. 
 
Saturday 17th August offer the chance for the young and young-at-heart to watch Paddington 2 at 10am in the 
Sutton Hall.  
 
Jazz on the Glebe kicks off at 6.30pm when the Apollo Big Band make a welcome return.  
 
Sunday 18th August is the final day, but as ever Stockfest will go out in style with the Stockfest Classic Car 
show. There is also music throughout the afternoon from Phoenix Jazz and The Doolally Experience takes us 
into the evening with their popular covers set.  
 
Mixed in is an art exhibition in the church, stalls in the Sutton Hall and a chance to explore the beautiful gar-
dens of Stockcross House.  

The Inn on the Glebe will be open from 12 noon and into the evening. As is traditional, it will stay open until 
the beer runs out and we say farewell to Stockfest for another year.  
For more details visit the website www.stockfest.co.uk. Many of the events have limited numbers of tickets so 
book early to avoid disappointment. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Church Services 

 

 August 
 

4th Family Service   11am 
11h Parish Communion 
11am 
25th Parish Communion  
11am 

 

September 
 

1st Family Service  11am 
8th Parish Communion 
11am 
22nd Parish Communion 
11am 

 

October 
 

6th Harvest Festival   6 pm 
13th Parish Communion 11 
am 
27th Parish Communion 11 
am 
  

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.00 to 10.20 am 

 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  
7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 
pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 
10.15             & 11.15 pm 
  
Friday Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall    1.30pm 
  
Monthly 
 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meet-
ing 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sut-
ton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  
 

 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1

st
 January 2019 (all books from 16/10/17 to 01/01/18 to be at new 

rates) 
Minimum hire 2 hours 

 
         Small   Large     Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident 8.5      11.5 14.5 
Non resident 12    17.00 20 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

 
August 

 
September 

 
October 

15th 5th & 
26th 

17th 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com

