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The Editor 
counts and made events a success. Whatsoever has been put for-
ward as an idea, they all rose to the challenge and triumphed. 
In alphabetical order; Carol, Glenn, Liz, Joan, John, Maureen, 
Ron and Tony - Thankyou from the bottom of my heart, I really 
appreciate all that you do and have done and hope you all contin-
ue. (Sadly, Maureen has since left but she made a big impact 
whilst with us and has agreed to continue background support)  
 
It must be noted that we get many comments from hirers of how 
well the hall is presented and in particular how helpful Jay is. 
She is a great ambassador for Sutton Hall and is very obliging 
which results in many returning regulars. Jay will shortly be on 
maternity leave and we are looking forward to soon congratulate 
her and Dan to their new family addition. Whilst Jay is on  ma-
ternity leave, we are blessed to have Maureen prepared to step 
into the caretaker’s shoes to ensure the hall facility is kept clean 
and safe. Maureen you simply are a star 
 
Coming to the hall, we have had a number of well attended 
events that has raised valuable funds and bearing in mind the 
year end results run from July  to June ( Apollo anniversary will 
be in next years figures)  and a huge expenditure of  the boiler in 
the caretakers cottage we are happy to maintain a healthy bal-
ance  
 
The Pop Inn has been well received and is hopefully providing 
the Village with an occasional meet whilst offering the hall fi-
nancial gain. Although we have tried to make this regular, our 
somewhat small committee becomes exhausted with the prepara-
tion and weary during the execution. We desperately need new 
members so that we could put this on more regularly, and so I 
plead with anyone in the village to support and join us in our 
efforts.  
 
We are happy to report once again that we provide a great facili-
ty to the village maintaining a free hire service to STOCC 
SaSHA, Book Club and the School PTA. It should be noted that 
due to the added cost incurred for maintenance, the Billiard Club 
have agreed to support us with paying rent.  
 
Last year we took a different tack to the entertainment of the 
Harvest Supper and paid for a professional folk singer, Mike 
Hawthorn, and received many positive remarks. 
 
Sheilagh Brown directed last year’s Panto ‘Puss ‘n Boots’ which 
went down well with a storm (John – you have something to do 
with that) and we should also thank the production team for all 
their efforts. The Panto has always provided the Sutton Hall as 
its best fund-raising activity and to put a show on for our enjoy-
ment is quite wonderful – thanks Guys 
 
Each year ends with the Children’s Christmas party and Christ-
mas drinks. These are non-profit events and we in the committee 
are truly thankful for the people assisting to make them wonder-
ful experiences 
 
We are extremely lucky to live in such a vibrant Village, where 
people work tirelessly for the good of others. The village hall 
committee is just one of those groups who have interest for bet-
tering our lives in Stockcross and it’s surrounding areas. We 
would welcome anyone to join our crew, it’s the best way to 
meeting your neighbours and we hope to continue bringing fun 
events for you to enjoy. 
 
Stockcross is a great village with lovely inhabitants, let’s do 
what we can to ensure no-one is left behind or on their own.  
And as Ricky Gervais said ‘Where there is a will, there is a rela-
tive’ 
 
Chrissie Rickards 

Hi Grapevine readers, 
 
Don’t forget; Panto 5th 6th and 7th Dec. 
A children's Christmas party on the 
14th December. And finally Christmas 
Drinks on the 22nd Dec, at  the Village 
Hall (it starts a 6pm). 
 
Any contributions for the February 2020 edi-
tion of the Grapevine,  must reach me no lat-
er than Friday 17th January 2020 and be-
fore 3.30 pm. Until then, enjoy the joys of 
Stockcross life. Merry Christmas &  
Happy New Year.  
 

Chair report as read out at AGM on 16th Oct 2019 
 
Now being in position for two years as Chair, I am happy to re-
port another very good year for the hall with many events organ-
ised and attended. Being the Chair was not a position that I 
sought but since taking the helm it has become apparent that we 
should take time  to acknowledge the great work Sutton Hall 
committee have achieved of this last year 
 
Mark will be reporting next on how healthy our accounts are but 
at this juncture I would like to express my gratitude for all the 
work Mark ‘churns’ through. He’s not only the Treasurer but 
also our Health and Safety representative. If ever there was a 
foundation stone that the hall works from then Mark is that block 
of Gold. I am never quite sure if people from the Village com-
pletely understand the time, work and effort Mark puts in, but 
we on the committee do and we’re forever grateful that he came 
forward to become our ‘treasured’ Treasurer  (not to be said too 
quickly) 
 
Of course, following Mark’s tribute we must applaud Linda Ma-
son too, her cheery disposition and willingness is quite extraordi-
nary with the added skills of being a first-class Secretary. Linda 
would fulfil any OTIF requirement (On Time In Full) which has 
contributed greatly to successful fund raising events. Linda 
works extremely hard in her role from minute taking, organizing, 
leaflet dropping, collecting raffle prizes, setting up and disman-
tling the Pop Inns’ and it’s from her commitment that our com-
mittee runs smoothly. 
 
My vice Chair has been amply filled with Brian Palmer, and 
whilst his sight is not the best, his mind is shaper than a cooking 
knife. Brian has been a valued member of the committee remem-
bering all past discussions and solutions. Brian has constantly 
worked behind the scenes and contributes greatly to our commit-
tee and again I would like to extend my thanks to him 
 
I might have singled out the elected positions as I hope they are 
all tirelessly this last year to bring financial benefits to our ac-
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Our exhibition at 

St John’s church 
was well received 
and gave people the 
chance to listen to 
extracts of record-
ings from local peo-

ples’ memories of schooldays in Stockcross 
from the 1930s to the 1960s.  We are looking 
for more people to tell us their personal memo-
ries of the village and become part of our oral 
history project. Please contact Jane on 01488 
608762 for more information. 

 
We intend 
to share 
more of 
these mem-
ories over 
time and 
now have a 
YouTube 
channel for 
that pur-

pose and our Facebook page also adds inter-
est. 
 
The website is regularly updated and there is a 
member’s area with access to the SASHA ar-
chives and census transcriptions.   Membership 
is just £10pa and you can join online at our 
website.www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk .  
 
Thank you to those who responded to Mar-
garet’s appeal for information on their house 
history. Recently we also invested in historic 
maps of the area to help with this. More infor-
mation on this project will be released in due 
course. 
 
We enjoyed a talk from Roger Day at the end of 
October on the history of the Automobile Asso-
cation, maybe you came along? 
 
Our last meeting of the year will be in Novem-
ber. On Monday January 27th 2020 we will hold 
our AGM to which all are welcome. Do come 
along, perhaps join us and discover more of 
your village history. 
 

Stockcross Church 

http://www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk/


 

4 THE GRAPEVINE— November 2019 

From Stuart, Heather & 
family 
 
As most of you know Stu and I have decided 
to move on and we would like to take this op-
portunity to thank all of you for your support 
throughout our stay in Stockcross  We have 
met so many amazing people and were so 
lucky to have been a part of this lovely vil-
lage.  

 
The new  owner 
is Deborah  
Wilson and I 
hope that you are 
able to support 
her as much as 
you did us. 
  
Just to let you 
know that she is 

still doing the Turkeys and Ham as per usual 
for Christmas, so if you could get your orders 
in as soon as possible that would be a great 
help. 
  
We would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a prosper-
ous New Year.   
  
Best wishes 
  
Stu, Heather, Ryan and Brandon 

Heather, Stuart & 
Family. 
 
 

On behalf of myself, the Sutton Hall Village commit-
tee and everybody else; that is those living in the vil-
lage, outside it and all those that have used the shop/ 
Post office, I would like to thank Stuart, Heather and 
family for their contributions, hard work and friendli-
ness over eight years. Thank you. 
 
Stuart & Heather are originally from Zimbabwe but 
now have made their home in the UK. Stuart and 
Heather Gilmour and their sons Ryan and Brandon 
took over at the shop in April 2011 and from that day 
onwards received the usual Stockcross warm wel-
come from the villagers. One immediate change has 
been an extension to opening times and the stocking 
of newspapers. They hit the road running.  Not only 
that, they gave that extra touch, not only to the visi-
tors but also were helpful to the elderly, no matter 
what the weather or conditions were. Nothing was 
too much trouble for them. 
 
In addition to their workload, they supported various 
events (selling tickets, etc.) that was going on in the 
village, such as the Pantomime, Harvest Festival, 
Stockfest and other happenings.  
 
Every time somebody came into the shop, they wel-
come them with their friendly and cheerful manner 
(always smiling). 
 
When they weren’t working behind the counter (and 
that alone took up most of their days; five and a half 
days, Monday to Saturday), they could be found join-
ing in village activities (where possible).  
 
In fact Stuart, Heather and family are part of the 
Stockcross Village family. They will be missed, but 
will always be welcomed when returning to the Vil-
lage. 
 
Wherever they go (and I believe they won’t be going 
too far), we all wish them good luck and happiness in 
their future endeavours.  
 

The Editor 

Thank you Stuart, Heather & Family 
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Deborah Wilson 
 

Our new Village shop/ Post Office owner 
 
I grew up in west Surrey and started my early work-
ing years with Barclays Bank in the City of London. 
This gave me a good foundation upon which to set 
up my own businesses. I established an Interior De-
sign business in the late 90’s and moved abroad to 
the Algarve in 2003 where I ran a very successful 
real estate business.  
 
I returned to the UK in June 2016 and over the last 

few years have been looking for the right business opportunity incorporating my 
love of food, working in the community and utilizing my financial and interior de-
sign skills. I am delighted to have finally found this at Stockcross Village Stores.  
 
In March this year I married Revd Mark Wilson the Priest in Charge at Walbury 
Beacon Benefice, covering 6 local parishes including Kintbury and I help part-time 
with their administration.  
 
Sally Edwards will be joining me to help with the running of the Post office, café 
and shop.  
 

We intend to increase the range of local and English produce 
with regular food tastings in store. We will be offering Tur-
keys, Ham and other seasonal produce for your Christmas or-
ders, including an excellent selection of Cheese, Wine, Gifts 
and a few exclusive 
Interior Design 
items. 
 
We are having late night 

Christmas Shopping 
evenings on Thurs-
day 5th & Friday 6th 
December until 
8.00pm and look for-
ward to seeing you 
all there.  
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STOCC News  

At The Sutton Hall, Stockcross 

from 2-4pm  
 

ALL WELCOME Cost £2 includes re-
freshments     
For details contact Jane: 01488 
608762 or Irene: 01635 820765 
  
Wednesday 30 October 
Singapore Sights 
Angela Tyler’s wonderful photos   
  
Wednesday 27 November 
Cakes with Secret Ingredients! 
Demonstration with tastings   
By Kate Saunders  
  
Wednesday 18 December 
Print, Stick and Stitch   
Cards and decorations by Karen 
Carter 
  
Wednesday 29 January  
Scams and Fraud Awareness  
Angela Money of Neighbourhood 
Watch 
  
Wednesday 26 February 
Seven (Plus One) Wonders of the 
World - A New Look 
Mike Braide 
  

Stockcross Two O’clock Crowd 
We are continuing our wide variety of talks and 
demonstrations by booking well recommended and 
professional speakers and, thanks to Penny Webb, we 
have enjoyed some delicious home baking too. 
  
In July we learnt about the differences between 
Art Nouveau and Art Deco and the origins of these 
popular art forms. A slide presentation with images of 
beautiful buildings, objects, textile designs and interi-
ors as well as posters and art from those periods were 
selected and discussed by history of art lecturer Rob-
ert Kidner who will be returning to us in March next 
year. 
  
Opera – it’s not Just screaming ladies and fat ten-
ors! An intriguing and challenging title for our talk In 
August by James Mitchell, a professionally trained 
singer and Chairman of Kennet Opera. James demon-
strated and explained, through the use of recordings 
and by singing himself, the classification of the dif-
ferent voices in opera singers and it was a wonderful-
ly musical and entertaining afternoon. Thank you to 
Felicity Merchant for helping arrange this for us. 
  
Putting Your Best Face Forward! In September we 
discovered that truffles during wartime rationing 
weren’t too palatable when made with mashed potato 
– even with the addition of rum! Thank you to Tom 
and Ron for being ‘guinea pigs’ – see photo – and to 
Jane Glennie for her often hilarious re-enactment of a 
WRVS lady. She gave make-up and clothing tips too 
– amazing what you can achieve with burnt cork from 
faking stocking seams to ‘big eyebrows’. Jane also 
had a collection of wartime literature, cookery books 
and memorabilia for us to look at. It was all great fun. 
  

 
Our list of speakers for the next few months is in The 
Grapevine, do join us for some friendly and entertain-
ing afternoons. Also the village notice board outside 
the shop gives details of all events. All welcome. 

‘Tom Darling and Ron Cum-
mings giving Jane Glennie’s 
rum truffles a low rating’ ‘Leigh and Ann found it funny’ 
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Head Teacher’s Update 
Happy New School Year! The weeks are flying past 
and by the time this issue of the Grapevine reaches 
you we will be rehearsing the Nativity play and the 
Mummers’ play getting ready for our Christingle ser-
vice. 
Term started in September with fourteen children 
joining us in Reception bringing our numbers to 103. 
They have all settled in beautifully and enjoyed go-
ing for an autumn walk around Stockcross village at 
the start of term.  
 
At the senior end of the school the Year 6 children 
had an amazing time on their residential trip to Wey-
mouth in September. The weather was on their side 
so they enjoyed dragon boating, keel boat sailing, 
the giant swing, lots of other activities and some de-
licious food as fuel!  
 
Looking back to the end of last term, the Leavers’ 
Service in July was a happy but emotional time when 
we said farewell to our Year 6 children and wished 
them good luck at their secondary schools. They have 
gone to Park House, St Barts, Trinity and The Downs 
and we hope they will come back to visit us soon. 
 
Children have participated in football, netball and 
rugby matches already this term with many more 
planned. Driving rain doesn’t put us off and whether 
it is a Stockcross team or a combined Stockcross and 
Welford & Wickham team the players have demon-
strated excellent sportsmanship. 
 
The Harvest Festival in October was a wonderful oc-
casion and we have two more services this term to 
look forward to: Remembrance and Christingle. Our 
Open Mornings this term have been very well attend-
ed and it always gives us great pleasure to show our 
school to visitors.  
 
In early October we recognised World Mental Health 
Day by encouraging pupils to look after a hard-boiled 
egg for a day. It is the second time we have done this 
and it is a great success, exploring the emotions in-
volved in caring for others. Our grateful thanks to 
The Sutton Estate for supplying us with all the eggs. 
 
My thanks, as always, to our pupils, parents and staff 
for their support. We are a lovely school and I feel 
proud to be part of it. 
 
Best wishes, 
Katie Dickens 
Executive Headteacher 
 
The Footpath Project  
A team of school parents are launching a fundraising 
campaign to enable Speen Parish Council to build a 
footpath across Stockcross Recreation Ground. This 
will create all-weather access to the carpark there 
and relieve pressure on the limited parking available 
around the school.  The footpath will be smooth tar-
mac, suitable for wheel-chairs and buggies. We hope 
this will not just be useful to the school, but also to 
the wider community in Stockcross. For more infor-
mation or to donate towards this project, please 
contact Ellen on 01635 40326 or find us on The Good 
Exchange website. 

STOCKCROSS RESIDENT PAUL HARGRAVE JOINS 
PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Paul moved into Stockcross a couple of years ago and has now 
joined the Parish Council along with recent additions Paul Pugh 
and John Black both of whom live just outside the parish bound-
ary on the Newbury side. 
A retired Police Detective and having served all over the coun-
try investigating serious and organised crime he was stationed at 
Newbury in the early 1980s. He says returning to his old haunts 
has shown him how much Newbury has changed.  Clearly his 
knowledge of the area is extremely beneficial.  
After retiring from the Police, Paul became Head of Security for 
British Car Auctions across the UK and Europe and after several 
years decided to move into semi-retirement. He now works part-
time as an estate worker/gardener, a job, he says, is the best he's 
had, and far less frantic and dangerous. 
He is a keen golfer, playing at West Berks Golf Club for the 
past three years. He and his wife can often be seen around 
Stockcross walking their labrador.  
 

Your Parish Councillors 

 

 
We still have five vacant positions, so anyone is welcome to 
apply to join us by contacting Jean Lindsell our Clerk at 
clerk@speenpc.org.uk or PO Box 6221, Newbury, RG14 9JS.  
But any of us can be contacted using the format below, except 
Antony who is chair@speenpc.org.uk. 
 
Keith Phillips 
keith.phillips@speenpc.org.uk 

mailto:clerk@speenpc.org.uk?subject=Contact%20from%20the%20Speen%20Parish%20Council%20website
mailto:chair@speenpc.org.uk
mailto:keith.phillips@speenpc.org.uk
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COMING EVENTS 
Church Services 

 

 November 
 
3rd Family Service   11am 
10th Parish Communion with Remem-
brance 10.55 am 
24th Parish Communion  11am 
 

December 
 
1st Family Service  11am 
8th Parish Communion 11am 
15th Carol Service 6 pm 
24th Christmas Eve Crib Service 5 pm 
25th Christmas Day Parish Commun-
ion 11 am 
 

January 2020 
 
5th Family Service   11 am 
12th Parish Communion 11 am 
26th Parish Communion 11 am 
  

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.00 to 10.20 am 

 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  
7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 
pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 
10.15             & 11.15 pm 
  
Friday Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall    1.30pm 
  
Monthly 
 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee 
meeting 
Last Monday  S&SHA 7.30pm Sut-
ton Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  
 

 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st January 2019 (all books from 16/10/17 to 01/01/18 

to be at new rates) 
Minimum hire 2 hours 

 
         Small   Large     Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident 8.5      11.5 14.5 
Non resident 12    17.00 20 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

 
November 

 
December 

 
January 

7th 
28th 

19th 9th 
30th 

Carols with harps 
 

The count down to Christmas 
has started. The Wessex Harp-
ers will be performing a Car-
ols with Harps concert again 
this year.  This will be on De-
cember 8th at 2.30pm in the 
church, followed by mince 
pies.  Do come along and sing 
some of your favourite carols 
as well as hearing some in-
strumental arrangements.   

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com

