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The Editor 

Firstly my thanks to Glenn for keeping the Grapevine 
going in these times and producing the very first one 
electronically . With that there is a plea - if you read-
ing this and know of a neighbour who may not see it 
as they are not in the electronic age - please print a 
copy and post it through their door . 
 
We are sadly mourning the loss of some long stand-
ing residents:  
 
Bob John - Dr Bob - was a well known figure in the 
village and a long standing  member of the hall com-
mittee . Our thoughts are with Alison and the family 
at this time and I know many people on the com-
mittee and in the wider community have many mem-
ories of him usually accompanied by a laugh and a 
joke!  
 
It was lovely to see so many villagers come out and 
pay their respects to Bob as he was driven to the 
church, also for Glenna Williams a few days after ,a 
very long standing village resident - 60 years I be-
lieve  . Maybe a new village tradition in the making ... 
 
Pre lock down we also lost John Martin , he was the 
forefather of our current 'FROTHERS'  , always ready 
to help at village events and I know Mark was forever 
grateful for him keeping the bus shelter tidy at the 
bottom of his drive !   Our thoughts are with Ruby 
and the rest of the family . 
 
Finally I just want to pay tribute to the many people 
in the village who are stepping up at this time to 
make sure our shielded neighbors are OK, whether it 
be delivering papers & shopping , collecting medica-
tion or just checking in on them to make sure they 
are OK  - it is really good to see and on their behalf I 
say thank you  
 
Keep well eve-
rybody and 
hope to see you 
in the not too 
distant future 
when we are 
able to open up 
the hall again  
 
 
Chrissie x 

Hi Grapevine readers  
 

Any contributions for the August 2020  

edition of the Grapevine, must reach 

me no later than Friday 17th July 

2020 and before 3.30 pm. Until then, 

keep safe and look after yourselves. x 

 

Well this edition has certainly caused me to think 

about what I can say ! Usually I would be reporting 
on successful events held and planned at the hall and 
all the other good things happening - but we are in 
this strange time where there is nothing happening 
and Mark has already got an article in about how the 
hall is coping with the lock down from a financial 
point of view . Anyway, here goes and apologies in 
advance if I go a little off piste in places and step out-
side my role as Chair of the hall committee  
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Stockcross Village News 

We recently had a table tennis evening in the 

small hall assisted by Duncan Campbell who is 
President of Newbury Table Tennis Associa-
tion.   We had around 15 people come along 
and there was a lot of enthusiasm for a regular 
table tennis evening in the Village Hall. 
 
I am very grateful that several people offered 
to help run the club so we will be starting it as 
soon as we can.   The club will run on Wednes-
day evenings from 6.30-7.30 (under 18’s) 
and 7.30-8.30 (over 18’s).  This will be a social 
club so gentle non competitive games for peo-
ple of all abilities.   
 
Look out for adverts for the starting date ! 
 
Best wishes and please text me if you have any 
questions  
 
Tony Hersh 
07748 
332756 

How is the village hall coping 
through the lock down ?  
 

Over the last few weeks , whilst out on my daily 

'prison release' ,  I have been asked by several con-
cerned villagers  about how the hall is coping 
through the lock down ( all questions strictly from 2 
meters of course ! ) - will our hall survive the crisis 
financially ?  
 
Well I can assure you that we will survive and  and be 
there for you when we are through this awful time . 
 
The halls income has dropped to a fraction of its nor-
mal level  as , save for one booking by a single per-
son user, the hall is shut .   
 
We can make savings in running costs though -as  the 
hall is not in use we do not incur  the costs of con-
sumables ( electricity, cleaning, bins , loo roll , soap, 
light bulbs etc )  which typically cost around £600-
£800 per month . We also had a number of capital 
projects in the pipeline to improve the hall and fur-
ther develop our legislative compliance - these have 
been deferred until income resumes . 
 
All that is not say though that we do not continue to 
have costs to meet - there are many fixed costs we 
cannot avoid even when shut but  we have always 
taken a prudent approach to the halls finances and 
kept funds in reserve - a rainy day fund . We are  re-
ceiving help with certain costs from the govern-
ment   at the present time . So, with this help, the 
delaying of  expenditure where we can and using 
some of the reserves we can maintain this valuable 
village asset for some considerable time to come  . 
 
Keep well everyone  
 
Mark 
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Stockcross Shop & Post Office 
STOCKCROSS VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE 

 
We are working 
very hard in sup-
porting the local 
community with 
food supplies and 
postal services, 
essential during 
the current Covid
-19 crisis.  

 
Some supplies have been difficult to obtain, but 
we have the majority of basic provisions in store, 
together with a wide range of fresh fruit & vege-
tables, milk, butter and bread, delivered daily. We also continue to stock pies, quiches and 
traybakes. 

 
We have added to our services, to include ordering 
by email before midday for next day collection, 
any of our daily delivered items.  
 
Please email info@stockcrossvillagestores.co.uk 
with your name and phone number and order, be-
fore midday for collection after 10am the follow-
ing day. 
 
You may order fruit, vegetables, milk, butter and 
bread.  
 

If you would like other products we stock, these can also be ordered but would be supplied 
subject to availability.  
 
 
Temporary Opening 
Hours- during Covid-19 
crisis 
Monday to Friday 8am to 
5pm 
Saturday 8am to 12 noon 
Early May Bank Holiday  
Closed Friday 8th to Sun-
day 10th May inclusive. 
 
With best wishes, 

 
Deborah & Sally.  

mailto:info@stockcrossvillagestores.co.uk
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OBITUARIES 

Stockcross Pays Tribute to Dr Bob 
 

Many Stockcross villagers lined the pavements to see Bob John on his 
way to his final resting place in St John’s churchyard. The funeral  
director said he had never seen so many people line the route for a  
funeral.  Because of the lockdown there was just a private service at 
the graveside for only close family.  

 

Dr Bob John 

Dr Bob was certainly one of life’s characters. William Robert Brangwyn John 

was born in South Wales on 19th May 1944.  He attended Bristol Cathedral 

School from where he went on to qualify as a doctor from Guy’s in 1970.  He    

joined the Royal Navy between 1971 and 1978 and saw action in “The Cod 

War”.  He was the Principal Medical Officer at the Commando Training Cen-

tre RM at Lympstone and left the Royal Navy as Surgeon Lieutenant Com-

mander to join a GP Practice in Cardiff.   

 

In 1972 Bob married Alison and together they raised two sons Ceri and Gareth.  After leaving GP prac-

tice he joined the pharmaceutical industry. Having moved to Newbury with Eli Lilly based in Basing-

stoke as a Medical Advisor, he went on to pursue a successful career becoming a Medical Director with 

Squibb Europe, Bristol Myers Squibb and Syntex Pharmaceuticals where he directed Medical Affairs in 

Iceland, Ireland, Israel and Turkey. Eight or nine years after coming to Newbury Bob and Alison made 

the admirable decision to move to Newlands where Ceri and Gareth could flourish better in the fine, clear 

air of Stockcross. 

 

Bob was a much-appreciated keen amateur painter and enjoyed gardening, though probably his first love 

outside of his family were his dogs. Many will remember Bosun, Compo and finally, but by no means 

least, Baggins, each of whose many walks would inevitably include visits to the several hostelries we 

once enjoyed in Stockcross.  That is where we best remember Bob, in full flow, chatting to all and sun-

dry, always wanting to know how you are and what you’ve been up to, and always with an opinion on 

everything.  And of course, Bob was passionate about rugby; the Welsh team could do no wrong!  He 

was also a keen supporter of Newbury, helping with junior teams usually as MO during matches often 

resulting, it is said, in remarkably swift recoveries once an injured lad realised Dr Bob was ready to pro-

vide treatment…. 

Bob departed on 5th April after a long and painful illness, at home, leaving Alison, Ceri, Gareth, daugh-

ters-in-law Anna and Zeta and three grandchildren, Isabella, Scarlett and Oliver.  We shall all miss him 

dearly. 
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John Alwyn Martin 1933-2020 
 
When John died on February 25th aged 86, he has except for a short break lived all his life 
on the Sutton Estate. Born at Marsh Benham and the eldest son of Florence and Sidney 
Martin who was a keeper on the estate, later moved to the keepers cottage at Elcot. John 
attended Wickham School, walking through the fields in all weathers with his sisters and 
other children from the hamlet.  
Called up for National service he served in Germany and Egypt spending four and a half 
years in the Devonshire Regiment. Returning home he became a painter and decorator 

with Newbury council and Sovereign Housing until his retirement in 1994.  
 
In 1955 their family moved to Shepherds Farm Stockcross when his father became head keeper and John 
played for the village football team.  
 
In 1968 he married Ruby at St Johns Church and they made a home at 36 and later at no 56, before mov-
ing to Hanover Green. Johns garden was his pride and joy especially the hanging baskets and roses. 
 
John didn’t like cars preferring to travel by bike, but enjoyed every other form of transport, enjoying hol-
iday each year travelling by train, coach, plane and ship to all parts of the world from Antarctica to the 
Artic, Canada and America, Europe, New Zealand, the China south seas and Pacific Islands.  
 
He was a ardent follower of Swindon Town football club and a member of Newbury Race course for 
45years.  
 
John enjoyed a pint or two and a good laugh with his friends in the village pubs and joined so many vil-
lage activities and also spent many years keeping the village bus shelter clean and tidy. John would live 
nowhere else except in Stockcross and died five days after returning from a short stay in hospital, he is 
now buried in St Johns Churchyard. 
R.J.M 

Remembering Glenna Williams  
 

We mourn the loss of Glenna, a long time Stockcross resident and regular 
Grapevine reader who passed away at her home, Foley Cottage on April 9. 
Her very early years were spent in Central London   where she was born but af-
ter war was declared the family moved to Newbury to be closer to family in East 
Woodhay and they took up the tenancy of the Craven Arms in Enborne where 
she spent her early years.  

 
Her schooling was at St Gabriels and in addition to working in the family business she trained as a hair-
dresser. 
In 1955 she married Allan Snook and they set up home in Boxford whilst renovating Deanwood Farm in 
Stockcross. They had six children and over the years the family expanded to include seven grandchildren 
and six great grandchildren. 
 
Allan and Glenna divorced and in 1979 she went to Hong Kong to work in the Bull & Bear and made a 
permanent move including continuing a love of travel including visits to China, Borneo, Macau, Thailand 
& The Philippines  
Whilst in Hong Kong she met and married, in 1986, Michael Williams. After partition they decided to 
return to the UK and settled into Foley Cottage in Stockcross where she spent her retirement creating a 
beautiful garden and supporting her grandchildren whom she loved. 
Her funeral was held in Stockcross amongst the Covid-19 restrictions but the family have expressed their 
gratitude to the villagers who turned out to celebrate her life as she was driven through the village to the 
church .  
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Head Teacher’s Update 
 

We finished our Spring Term two weeks early to enter into lock-down so I 
write this update to you from home where I, and my pupils, have been 
since.  

 
I am delighted to report that home learn-
ing is going extremely well. All pupils 
have access to a system called Class Dojo 
and their teacher posts each day’s activi-
ties on there for them to do at their own 
pace. It gives the staff great pleasure to 
receive photos and examples of work 
back from pupils – we miss being at school 
with them so much. 
 
It has been very important to me to re-
mind and encourage families to take 

home learning gently. We live in strange times where anxiety and worry 
are all around us and simply co-existing at home together can be enor-
mously exhausting. I urge you all to slow down, to appreciate this time 
together, to get fresh air, to stay in contact with family members and 
friends that are out of sight and to reduce the pressure on yourselves to 
be doing something all the time. It simply isn’t possible. 
 
In other news, on the 1st April Stockcross Primary and Welford & Wickham 
Primary formally came together to create The Kite Primary Federation. 
Both schools retain their own identities and names under a joint Govern-
ing Board. I am in my fifth year as Executive Head Teacher of both 
schools; I am very proud of all that has been achieved so far and I am 
very excited about our future. 
 
I would like to end by sending all the readers of The Grapevine my best 
wishes during this extraordinary time. I hope you keep well and I look 
forward to returning to our bustling, vibrant, noisy and loving environ-
ment at Stockcross Primary as soon as we are allowed. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Katie Dickens 
Executive Headteacher 
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Joke page (hopefully it will lift some 

of the gloom that one is experienc-

ing while in lockdown mode). 
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Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st January 2019 (all books 
from 16/10/17 to 01/01/18 to be at 

new rates) 
Minimum hire 2 hours 

 
         Small   Large     

Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         

Hall 

Resident 8.5      11.5 14.5 
Non resident 12    17.00 20 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

Please be warned: at present the Hall is in lock-
down because of the  Virus so check the Sutton 

Hall Website for further information 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com

