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 FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

November No: 115 
Special E-Edition 

 

From the Editor of the Grapevine; wishing all our 
readers, those that live in Stockcross and the sur-
rounding area a very Merry Christmas and all the 
best for the  New Year (2021). 
 

Live long and prosper… and be safe! 
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The Editor 

 
It is also important to note that in BC we started a Friends of the 
hall register whom we warmly refer to as ‘Our Frothers’.  The 
register was formed to enable anyone local who did not want to 
join the committee but expressed a willingness to help out run-
ning events at Sutton Hall.  This idea was and is ‘Golden’ and 
since launching it we have had fantastic help from delivering 
leaflets; setting u; manning the bar and clearing up afterwards.  
They really have contributed a great deal and made the Pop Inn 
far easier to run.  So, an enormous thank you to our Frothers, 
you really are STARS. 
 
The Pop Inn 2020 calendar was very exciting with us proposing 
events every two months and it began with the Chinese New 
Year celebration at the end of January. The hall looked remarka-
ble and we were even fortunate to have a Thai chi demonstra-
tion.  
 
St Patrick’s day was next due on the events list, but alas the virus 
had other ideas and so we move to the second part of the report -
AL 
 
No surprise but Lock down hit the hall badly with every booking 
cancelled and we had no idea when restrictions would lift, or 
even if the hirers would return. So, we all had a quiet time for a 
few months, except sitting among our midst resides a true hero 
Mark. Our beloved treasurer single handily scoured found,   
applied for and acquired a £10,000 grant to sustain the hall 
through these barren times. Mark also checked the news daily of 
what was or was not allowed and rather than squirrel away the 
money he assigned this for the ‘Sutton Hall Covid securing 
plan.’ Sutton hall and I will never be able to thank Mark enough 
for his dedication and hard work during this time – thank you so 
so much Mark, you are and always have been a Star.  
 
After Lockdown (AL), the national situation started to change 
and we needed to get the hall ready for re-opening on September 
1st, hence the ‘Covid 4’ task force (named by Brian) was formed. 
This team met every 2 weeks in order to plough through all the 
regulations. Linda and I dealt with the terms and conditions of 
hire, which were being altered constantly, whist Liz and Mark 
worked on the how the hall should follow these new terms and 
conditions. 
 
It can be said that things always seem impossible until it is done, 
and thank God we managed it, so on September 1st, 2020 we re-
opened the doors of the Hall and I am proud to say – Covid se-
cure. 
 
We have had compliments from hirers relaying that they felt the 
hall was so well prepared and that all the signage put up was 
clear and informative. So, another huge thanks go to the Covid 4 
team Mark, Linda and Liz.  
 
Sadly, not all the bookings in BC have come back as restrictions 
and concerns are still in place, so unfortunately, we are still los-
ing money, but not to the rate previously seen.  
 
As some of you know, I now have other commitments, so I am 
stepping down from being chair but I am not bowing out.  I will 
remain on the committee and support them as much as I can, and 
as regulations still keep changing, I am sure the Covid 4 force 
will soon resume. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank my whole committee who have 
supported me during my reign, and I look forward to supporting 
the new and improved chair. Thank you  
 
Chrissie x 

Hi Grapevine readers  
 
Any contributions for the Feb 2021 edition 

of the Grapevine, must reach me no later 

than Friday 22nd  Jan 2021 and before 

3.30 pm. Until then, keep safe and have a 

nice Xmas & a happy New Year.  

.When I think back to the last 
AGM, no one would have 
guessed the world we are living in 
today.  For the first time in history 
we can save the human race by 
lying in front of the TV–and it 
seems were screwing that up.  
 
This report is split into 2 parts, 
BC (before Covid) and AL (after 
lockdown)  
 
Firstly- BC; In the last quarter of 
2019 the hall was in a great posi-

tion– we had a wonderful ‘Harvest Supper’ with a terrific band 
called ‘Open Mike’ and we were fortunate as they debut a young 
singer/ songwriter who blew us all away.  
We organised a Halloween themed Pop Inn with family games 
that made it a very enjoyable night, and so a large thanks to all 
who worked hard organising and running this celebration. I par-
ticularly look to Carol Standing, Thank you so much for all your 
hard work. 
 
One of the most successful Panto’s was staged in December, 
with the whole village taking an active role in the performance 
and what a fantastic show we all witnessed.  The writer of Bah 
Humbug also attended the first night, and he thought it was one 
of the best performances he had seen and on such a small stage!  
It’s difficult to list everybody whom we need to tribute thanks, 
but I must mention Claire Mingo & Claire Ralphson-Cook who 
directed and, Jane Seaton the producer. Putting on a panto takes 
a huge amount of time from rehearsals starting in September and 
the creation of the sets/ props /music/lighting/choreographers /
makeup/front of House and not least the Actors.  The whole cast 
did us all proud with outstanding performances from everyone, 
and the panto has been praised by many.  Thank you to each and 
every one of you.  
A huge thanks also needs to go to Rachel Thistlethwaite for or-
ganising the Children’s Christmas party year in year out, and 
even though there will not be one this year, we hope that her new 
successor will follow Rachel’s high standard. 
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Stockcross Village News: Treasurers Report for the Village hall 

Treasurers Report 
for 12 months ended 30/6/20 
  
 The hall continued to trade well for the first three quarters with income from hiring's more than covering the 
day to day running costs .  Quarter 4 was impacted negatively by Covid 19 with the hall closed and only mini-
mal hire income received.  The income was supplemented by events held in the first three quarters and further 
by the receipt of a Retail, Leisure & Hospitality grant under the Governments covid economic response. 
  
Total income was £30,370 split between : 
  
Hiring fees £17,101   ( £23,759 the previous year) 
Events       £2962     ( £2,660 the previous year ) 
Donations  £50         ( £9  the previous year )   
Interest      £57         ( £15 the previous year ) 
Grants       £10,000   ( £1415 the previous year )  
  
The hall continued this year to allow village community groups to use the facility free of charge . This policy 
was reviewed prior to re-opening the hall and the decision taken to start charging again until such time as the 
halls finances can sustainably support free use 
  
  
Events income was dominated by the Pantomime and the Pop Inn .There was also a good result from the 
moon landings 50th anniversary event held in July.These village events have been a consistent fund raiser for 
the hall and add considerable value to the local community . The dedication and effort of all involved to make 
these events happen is to be applauded - thank you   
  
The hall running expenses were £21,152 ( £28,880 the previous year )   . The lower expenses reflect the re-
duced payroll costs plus electricity and consumables reduced through the hall not being used.All capital 
works were suspended until the 20/20 year to conserve cash . 
  
Maintenance and improvement costs mainly related to the annual redecoration, purchasing a new floor polish-
er on Health & Safety grounds, various repairs to plumbing and the dishwasher and works required in the cot-
tage to ensure compliance with the Homes ( fit for habitation) legislation .  
  
The hall continues to be a high quality and popular venue with all our regular users indicating they wish to 
return once government restrictions are eased . Income in the 2020/21 year will be negatively affected as the 
hall only reopened on September 1st and further it is expected social distancing and continued government 
restrictions will see a reduction in hall use for the foreseeable future.  As at the time of writing hall events in 
the autumn and run up to Christmas are cancelled thus event income from the Pop Inn and Pantomime will 
not be generated. However, the financial position is such that the hall can remain operating for some consider-
able time and with care remain a permanent asset for the benefit of the village 
 

M C Nevitt 
Treasurer 
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Stockcross Shop & Post Office 
STOCKCROSS VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE 

 
Deborah and Sally are glad to have been able to remain open during the 
Covid 19 crisis serving the community during this difficult time and con-
tinue to ensure the safety of our staff and customers alike.  
 
We had reduced our opening hours to enable us to handle the increased 
work load as a result of supplier shortages during the lockdown, however 

we will be reverting to our normal opening hours of 7.30am-5.30pm Monday to Friday and 
8.00am-12.30pm Saturday, from the 26th October 2020. 
 
This Christmas we will be selling the popular Walter’s Turkeys again, available to order and 
the Hams, together with our English Cheeses and Sparkling wine! We also have in stock our 
delicious pates, chutneys and savoury biscuits and other Deli products, including the indulgent 
Truffle Hunter range. 
 
We continue to stock all the necessary basic provisions for every day, in-
cluding a wider range of pharmacy products and our wonderful fresh 
bread from Priors Court Bakery, a huge favourite with everyone! 
 
Our Showroom in the room behind the front shop continues to stock 
many gifts including soaps, hand creams, candles and photo frames, per-
fect for Christmas, Birthday’s and special occasions, or that little treat. In 
addition, we have some stunning and distinctive designer lights and mir-
rors, all at very reasonable prices. We have also introduced some exclu-
sive Jewellery from Paris and Lisbon.  
 
CHRISTMAS – 2020 

 
This year we will be holding out late night Christmas shopping evenings again 
from 6-8pm on Thursday 26th & Friday 27th November with personal in store tast-
ings.   
 
In order to enable safe distancing, we are arranging time slots every 20 mins over 
the 2 evenings and will provide timed invitation cards to choose and collect from 
the shop. You are also welcome to arrive on the evening but may have to wait, if 
the shop is full.  

 
We will be closed on the following dates: 
Thursday 24th Christmas Eve at 12 noon to Monday 
28th December 2020 (inclusive) 
and Friday 1st January to Sunday 3rd January 2021 
(inclusive) 
 
With best wishes, 
Deborah & Sally.  
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Inside the Shop & Post Office 
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The Footpath Project Update  
 
The idea of a footpath across Stockcross Rec to ease the pressure on parking around 
Stockcross Primary School has been talked about for many years.  Currently cars crowd 
into Chapel Road and Church Road at drop off and pick up. This causes a lot of prob-
lems and is very dangerous with children frequently at risk of being run over. This ten-
sion around the school is a pressing concern to parents and residents alike.  
 
The Rec carpark is the nearest safe parking to the school, but children in school shoes 
can’t cross the grass when it’s wet. 18 months ago, a team of five parents at the school 
took up a proposal worked out with Speen Parish Council to fundraise for a footpath 
which will give the school community all-weather, buggy-friendly access to the carpark. 

 
The footpath will be tarmac with 
timber edging, 150m long and 1.5m 
wide and run along the edge of the 
Rec, connecting the carpark to the 5-
bar gate. The Parish Council agreed 
to contribute 15% of the total cost of 
the project up to £3000 and the team 
of parents would fundraise for the 
remaining 85%, £17 400.  
 
We have been working hard to raise 
the funds as you can see on our 
Footpath-o-meter below, we have 
done it mainly through the extraor-
dinary generosity of external grant 
making bodies and the family and 
friends of the children of Stockcross 
School.  
 

The footpath is due to be built this 
autumn ready for the winter. It will 
significantly reduce pressure on the 
limited parking around the school as 
families will be able to park there all 

year round. We hope this will also benefit Stockcross as a whole, residents of Bayford 
House and Newbury Football Club, who may also find it useful.  
 

If you have any questions please send them to Glenn and he can forward them on to 
me.  
 
Ellen Hunter Smart (Parent at Stockcross School and leader of the Footpath Fundraising 
Team) 
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FOOTPATH FOR THE RECREATION GROUND 
 

To avoid the danger 
to children and par-
ents walking along 
the narrow pave-
ment and crossing 
the B4000 at the be-
ginning and end of 
the school day 
Stockcross School 
Footpath Fund Rais-
ing Team has raised 
funds for a footpath 
to run from the Rec-
reation Ground car 
park to the gate by 
the school.   

 

This will also remove the need to park in Chapel Road by the School.  Speen Parish 
Council, which owns the Rec., granted permission for the path and is managing its 
construction which, weather permitting, should be underway by the time you read 
this. Completion is due by the end of November. 
 
In 2018 the Parish Council extended the Rec. car park which now provides ample 
parking for parents and carers to leave their cars safely without having to squeeze 
into Chapel Road by the school or park in the roads around the village.  Some par-
ents already use the car park but their numbers understandably decrease in wet 
weather.  Wet or dry, pushing a buggy with a pre-school child on board across the 
grass is no fun at any time…..except for the child maybe. 
 
The money for the path was raised by parents and friends through a variety of activi-
ties, with some matched funding from The Greenham Trust and a small contribution 
from the Parish Council. 
 
The Parish Council apologises for the inconvenience of having to close the Rec. 
“school gate” during the construction period except at the beginning and end of the 
school day which the contractor, CJM, has kindly agreed to accommodate whilst still 
keeping all safety precautions in place.  The Council very much hopes that once 
completed everyone will enjoy the benefits of the footpath for many years to come. 
 
Maybe, in time, we could see a path extending around the whole perimeter of the 
Rec. to enable wheelchair users and others to enjoy the full benefit of our wonderful 
recreation ground. 
If you have any queries please contact the Parish Council Clerk at: 

clerk@speenpc.org.uk. 

mailto:clerk@speenpc.org.uk
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Village news 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme     October 2020 
For Glebe Lane and Church Road, Stockcross 

 
It has been on my mind for quite some time 
to re-activate Neighbourhood Watch in our 
area of Stockcross. I have been receiving 
THAMES VALLEY ALERT emails from 
TV Police and Neighbourhood Watch for 
some time now, and  have been notified of a 
quite considerable number of incidents not 
only in the wider Newbury area, but also 
more specifically in the more local Stock-
cross, Boxford, Kintbury and Lambourn 
Valley areas.  
 
These have included various incidents, for 
example burglaries, forced entry into garag-
es and outbuildings, the theft of garden 
equipment, shed contents and bicycles, farm 
theft (including the theft of tractors, machin-
ery and livestock), as well as instances of 
criminal damage, and details of frauds and 

scams, and so it goes on. Indeed, whilst writing this article I received a mobile call from “HMRC”, informing 
me that …”I was under investigation for tax fraud, and will be prosecuted for tax evasion, with bailiffs being 
sent in, unless I dial 1 immediately”…. Of course I rang off immediately!!   
 
All this has led me to believe that there are a large number of burglars , con artists, scammers, and general 
wasters out there at large waiting to take advantage, particularly of older, more vulnerable persons. In other 
words, it is becoming increasingly difficult to trust anyone, unless you know them personally.  
 
So, these are the reasons I thought it good to set up a new Neighbourhood Watch scheme covering, at least 
initially, Glebe Lane and Church Road, the roads immediately adjacent to our own house. I notified neigh-
bours of this in the Spring, but am now taking things one stage further.   
 
I have been set up as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator of this scheme, the main role being: 

To act as a liaison distributing information to members 
 
To receive Thames Valley Alert messages, passing any relevant information to members. 
If preferred, members can log on to   www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk  to receive these messages directly.  
 
To encourage neighbours to be observant, and report suspicious events to the Police (999 for emergency; 

111 for non-emergency), or to the What’s Ap Group (see below).  
In addition: 

Four new bright yellow NW signs have been installed in Church Road and Glebe Lane 
Discounts are available to NHW scheme members by quoting various codes that can be given. Eg  A-Plan 

Insurance 15%, Co-op Insurance 10%, Jewsons, and various security companies (Yale, ERA Security, 
Praivo CCTV, etc).  

 
I have set up a “What’s Ap Group” where members names can be added so that information, including 

alerts and suspicious activities, can be easily circulated.  
 

If residents of Glebe Lane or Church Road would like further information, please contact Ann or myself 
(details below). There is a brief form to be completed to become a member, available from ourselves.  
 
Nick Drewe & Ann Drewe 01488 608332 

http://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk
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Hello from Liz Newell-Hart the 
new chairman of the Sutton Hall 
committee 
 
Hello to all in Stockcross. After 
serving on the Sutton Hall commit-
tee for 3 years I have now become 
its chairman. I know some Stock-
cross residents, but certainly not 
all, so I thought a short introduc-
tion might be in order.  
 
My husband Anthony and I have 
lived at Deanwood House for 21 
years. While some don't consider 
Deanwood House "in the village" I 
can honestly say that Stockcross is 
the only village I want to be-
long to.  
 
 
I am retired from a career of scien-
tific and technical management 
roles in industry. So I am no 

stranger to committees. The Sutton Hall committee has the added appeal and reward of 
achieving things for the community good. During the last 3 years we may have met or seen 
one another at The Pop Inn, the Harvest Supper, Christmas drinks party, whilst painting Panto 
scenery, at Panto rehearsal, at the Book Club or in the Post Office!  Oh how I wish this year 
had been different and we could have met in any or all of these places and events.  
 
I'd also like to welcome everyone who has recently moved to Stockcross. It is a pity that 2020 
could not provide you with more opportunities to meet new neighbors and make more friends 
in the wider village community. Fingers crossed for 2021.  
 
I give thanks to Chrissie for setting a fine example as chairman during the past 3 years and for 
remaining on the committee to set me straight if I take a wrong turn! And bless Mark, Linda 
and Brian for knowing everything about the Hall and everyone in the village.  
 
BTW - Brian has decided to step down as vice chairman but I am grateful, as are the rest, that 
he has agreed to stay on the committee. He has done a great deal for the Hall for many years 
and continues to be the font of all knowledge about how everything works. The number of 
times I have heard - "Ask Brian, he  will know" is uncountable.  
 
This may be my only chance to wish everyone Happy Holidays. So... 
  
Be kind, be careful and be happy for the remaining part of 2020.  
My wish for 2021 is that we can all again meet at Stockcross village events. 
 

Our new Sutton Hall village chairperson 

Liz with her husband Anthony 
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Joke page 
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Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st January 2019 (all books from 

16/10/17 to 01/01/18 to be at new 
rates) 

Minimum hire 2 hours 
 

         Small   Large     Both

                                            

                              Hall          Hall         

Hall 

Resident 8.5      11.5 14.5 
Non resident 12    17.00 20 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

Please be warned: at present the Hall is in lockdown 
because of the  Virus so check the Sutton Hall Web-

site for further information 

 

Ignoring the One Way System in 
Chapel Road 

 
When we first moved to the village 
many years ago the one-way system at 
the junction between Chapel Road and 
Ermin Street (B4000), was usually 
obeyed by drivers, with about one vehi-
cle a week going out against the traffic. 
Over the years there have been a con-
siderable number of near misses, but 
thankfully no actual crashes. However, 
over the years I have noticed an in-
crease in the number of drivers exiting 
against the restriction. 
 
This year the number has increased to 
one or two a day, including Brake Bros 
who recently used a very big vehicle 
that had to back in to the school from 
the B4000 then exited through the one-
way system.  It is obvious that some 
drivers are aware of the signs but 
choose to ignore them, such as the DHL 
driver who I suprised when putting the 
bins out and who then turned round in 
Hanover Green and went out the correct 
way. 
 
The one-way system is in place to pro-
tect drivers on a very difficult junction 
and ignoring it is illegal. Please inform 
anyone who is visitng or delivering that 
the way out is down through Rookwood 
and not through  the one-way system.  It 
is only a matter of time before we have 
a crash at this junction if this carries on. 
 
regards Andrew Gill 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com

