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On the 18th October Lucy and Harry got married at St. John’s Church , Stockcross, at 

3pm. They both moved into the village on 3rd March 2018 and have fully integrated 

themselves into village life. Lucy is on the Sutton Hall Village committee, and also is    

involved in  Stockcross’ seasonal Pantomime. Harry also works on the Pantomime 

(behind the scenes). We would all like to wish Lucy & Harry all the best for 

the future. 

There are more pictures on page 7 of their happy day. 
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The Editor 

It is all we can do really – obey restrictions because 
they make sense in order to protect ourselves and 
those around us. We are very lucky in this area that 
we have: 
 
open spaces to watch as seasons change 
lots of fresh air to breathe 
plenty of room to stay separated from each other 
while still saying hello 
home delivery of almost anything 
and conferencing via Zoom, TEAMS, etc. to work 
and party safely 
 
The Village Hall has, sadly, been closed since late 
October. It is impossible to predict when case levels 
will be low enough and vaccination levels high 
enough to begin using the Hall again. Spring is our 
hope. But your Hall committee has not been idle. We 
have been reviewing or policies and procedures; our 
risk assessments and financial planning; our mainte-
nance and health and safety compliance. What FUN 
(not)! This work had a purpose the result of which is 
that Sutton Village Hall Charity has been awarded 
Level 1 Hallmark status. The Hallmark programme is 
a quality standard scheme for the management of 
community village halls. The Level 1 that has been 
awarded confirms that the hall is being managed in a 
compliance with the requirements of its charitable 
status. Mark Nevitt deserves the praise for this – he 
has done nearly all of the work.  
 
In Mark’s treasurer’s report you will see that the Hall 
has qualified for some grants. these help us keep vital 
utilities on during the cold months to protect the Hall 
without drastically draining our reserves. We will 
keep applying for every grant we know of to stay on 
an even keel financially which will allow us to quick-
ly re-open and run events when we are allowed.  
 
However, we think it is time to reengage with the vil-
lagers and hopefully raise a little money for the Hall. 
We are delighted to announce the 2021 Sutton Village 
Hall Photo Competition. The details for the monthly 
competition are within the Grapevine and can also be 
found on the Village Hall website. Enter as many 
photos as you want – you may be a winner and help 
the Hall at the same time. We also have an under 16s 
class so the whole family can enter!!   We are also 
cooking up another fundraiser for later in the year! 
More about this in the next issue of the Grapevine!!  
 
My wish is for you all during these colder days is to 
stay well, be kind to one another and take the vaccine 
when offered.  
 

Liz Newell-Hart 

Hi Grapevine readers & 

Happy New year to all 
 
Any contributions for the May 2021 edition of the 

Grapevine, must reach me no later than Friday 

21st April  2021 and before 3.30 pm. Until then, 

stay safe, take care and all the best.  

If you would like to receive your future edition 

through your In-box, then you can; and it will also 

be in colour. In the E-edition/ PDF file it could  

also have extra pages  if we cannot fit everything 

into the 8 page hard copy.  

If you would like  an E-edition copy, then please  

contact me at my email address 

(below): 

stockcrossgrapvine@gmail.com  

Glenn  (Editor) 

 

Happy New Year 
everyone.  
 
When I wrote the 
Grapevine piece in 
October to introduce 
myself as the new 
Village Hall chair-
man the world and 
our little part of it 
was a different place. 
There was no hint of 
Lockdown 2, no 

warning about Tier 4, New Variant wasn’t in our 
thoughts, large family gatherings at Christmas were 
being organised and January was bringing vaccination 
and freedom to all! I want to commend everyone in 
area for their adaptability to the changing situation.  
 
 

mailto:stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com
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Stockcross and Surroundings History 
Association 
 
Unfortunately due to Covid and lockdown it's 
been nearly a year since S&SHA was able to 
hold monthly meetings and it will probably be an-
other few months before we will all be able to 
meet-up again.  
 
We have postponed our AGM for the time being 
but will keep you all informed of the revised date 
when available. 
 
Our annual subscription, normally payable in 
January, is currently suspended due to so many 
meetings being missed. The subject will be  dis-
cussed at the AGM. 
 
You can find out more about our group on our 
website: 
 
www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk or our Facebook 
page. 
 
In the meantime, if you would like to read the in-
teresting stories of past villagers who fought but 
sadly lost their lives in WW1 we still have  copies 
our book for sale.  Priced at £5.00, you can pick 
up a copy from either Stockcross PO or knock 
my door Sunflower Cottage (2 doors from the 
Rising Sun). All the monies will be donated to our 
local church.  
 
Keep Safe and hope to 
see you all soon.           
Angela Tyler  
 
 

Once again, the hall is closed due to government re-
strictions and has been since mid-December when West 
Berkshire moved to Tier 4 and then into Lockdown 3 . 
 
For the current financial year starting July 1 the hall has 
only been able to trade for 2.5 months out of 6 and even 
when open revenues have been a fraction of the norm. 
The period of closure included the Christmas season when 
significant revenues are usually generated .  At the half 
year the hall had a deficit of just under £10,000 . This has 
been funded by grants received so at the time of writing 
our reserves remain intact. 
 
On a positive note, the hall will receive government fund-
ing for closed businesses which will cover the monthly 
running costs - currently tracking at £750-£1200 per 
month just to stay closed !   The committee have contin-
ued with the halls maintenance  and improvement pro-
gramme taking advantage of the closure to complete 
some essential works and also create secure storage for 
the Pop Inn stocks - one day......   
 
I would like to record a note of thanks to our local council-
lor, Lynne Doherty who has been very supportive in as-
sisting with the grant applications and also awarding a 
member's recovery grant to the hall .   
 
The new web site has now gone live with improved func-
tionality for smart phone users   - already proving its 
worth with bookings being received for functions later in 
the year . Our thanks to the Parish council and support of 
the Stockcross coun-
cillors Anthony  New-
ell-Hart & Keith Phil-
lips - the Parish 
Council awarded a 
grant for 50% of the 
costs of developing 
this .  
 
Here's to a magnifi-
cent Pop Inn night 
when Boris gives us 
the green light ! 
 
Mark 

http://www.stockcrosshistory.org.uk
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Village Post Office & Shop news 
STOCKCROSS VILLAGE STORES & POST OFFICE 

 
As the 3nd Lockdown continues, Deborah and Sally are 
glad to be able to remain open as a key service. We are 
still providing our Order & Collect service. You can 
pick up an order form in store or print off the one be-
low. No minimum order! 
 
We continue to stock all the necessary provisions for 
every day, including a good range of pharmacy prod-
ucts. Our Ham and wonderful fresh Bread from Priors 
Court Bakery are still a huge favourite with everyone, 

together with our English Cheeses and Sparkling wine! We also have in stock our delicious 
Pates, Tracklement Chutneys, Fine Cheese Company Savoury biscuits, and other Deli prod-
ucts, including the indulgent Truffle Hunter range. 
 
Our Showroom in the room behind the front shop continues to stock many gifts including 
Soaps, Hand creams, Candles, Photo frames and exclusive Jewellery, perfect for Birthday’s 
and special occasions, or that little treat. In addition, we have some stunning and distinctive 
Designer Lights and Mirrors, all at very reasonable prices.  

 
Sadly this year, due to Covid 19 and Lockdown, Welford Park has been 
unable to open for their incredible display of snowdrops and we have 
just taken delivery of their full range of snowdrop products for the shop, 
so please do pop in and have a look when you are here buying your es-
sentials.  
 
We are also delighted to introduce some new local suppliers of beautiful, 
handcrafted items included painted glass and silk by Kath Carter, gor-
geous wood turned bowls from Derek Prout and delicate Pottery from 
Hilary Reem.  
 

Our range of greetings cards for all occasions, including Valentines coming up soon, now in-
cludes a local range of photocards from Karen Bennett and Country Living Photography. 
There will be some yummy chocolate items coming up for Easter too! 
We look forward to seeing you soon.  

 
We will be closed for EASTER from: 

Friday 2nd to Monday 5th April (inclusive) 
With best wishes, 
Deborah & Sally.  
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Stockcross News  

Stockcross Photography Competition 
 
The Sutton Hall Management committee are 
delighted to launch a new photography com-
petition. Launching on 22nd January, the com-
petition will run until the end of 2021. Each 
month will have a different theme and you are 
welcome to enter as many times as you wish. 
We will have 2 categories; Adults and Under 
16s. 
Our team of judges, Jane Batt, Harry Darling-
ton and Angela Tyler will pick a winner every 
month. The lucky photographer will win £5. 
All entries will feature on the Sutton Hall 
website.  
 
In the Autumn we will selected 12 of the best 
photographs and produce a calendar for 2022. 
Funds raised will go towards the running 
costs of the Sutton Hall. The Hall, like many 
businesses, has been hit by the Covid epidem-
ic and urgently needs funds to cover its over-
heads until it is possible to open for business. 
 
The themes for the first quarter are: 
January – Lockdown, 
February – Love,  
March – Flora & Fauna,  
April – Pets 
 
Photos for January will be accepted to 14th 
Feb. After that the theme will run for the cal-
endar month 
 
How To Enter  
 
You may submit as many photographs as you 
wish at £2 per photograph  
Photos must be in Hi Resolution 
 

We welcome 
Andy, Britney 
and their son 
Arlo ( 4 
months )  to the 
village following 

their move into Pinewood.  They have relocat-
ed from Chiswick and we wish them the very 
best for their future in Stockcross  

 
If you are new to the village and would like to 

introduce yourself, could you please send me 

your photo and some information (it doesn’t 

have to be too detailed). My email address is: 

stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com  Glenn 

(Editor) 

Please send your photographs 
to suttonhallcomp@gmail.com  with your 
name, payment reference and which category 
you in (Adult or Under 16) 
 
Please remit payment using reference ‘photo 
your name’. (for example: photomnevitt )  to : 
Sutton Hall 
Account number   02958398 
Sort code 30-95-89    
 
Electronic payments are preferred but if that is 
not possible please send a cheque payable to 
Sutton Hall to M Nevitt, Wenlock House, 
Stockcross, RG20 8LH  
If your picture wins Mark Nevitt will be in 
touch to arrange payment of the prize  
Details will also be on the Sutton Hall web-
site. 
We look forward to receiving all your entries! 
Good luck. 
 
 

mailto:stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com
mailto:suttonhallcomp@gmail.com
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COMING EVENTS 

TENNIS CLUB 
 
Tennis Club News 
For the past season we have 
been allowed to play tennis 
intermittently between lock-
downs.  When permitted it has 
been a good resource for the 
village, with several families 
enjoying the courts. 
 
During the past year the com-
mittee has finalised a new 
lease with the parish council, 
taken out a new insurance pol-
icy, and had the courts cleaned 
and other maintenance.  As 
soon as restrictions are lifted, 
the courts can be used again. 
 
We were not able to hold an 
AGM last year.  The present 
committee were looking to 
stand down.  We have all put 
in several years of service and 
have a number of other com-
mitments. Nor are we getting 
any younger.  It would be a 
pity if the courts were to re-
main closed if there is no one 
to take on the management, 
but at some point the current 
committee will no longer be 
able to continue. 
 
Felicity Merchant 
Tennis Club Secretary 

Hi everyone,  the hall has been invited to participate 
in the Amazon smile programme. This means that 
the hall will receive a donation from Amazon every 
time someone makes a purchase through 
smile.amazon.co.uk ( this has the same product 
range and prices as the main amazon website ) When 
making a purchase just select Sutton Hall from the 
list of charities and make your purchase as usual . 
Please see the link below  
 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1071688-0 
 
So, if you are shopping on Amazon please do it 
through Smile.amazon.co.uk - you will be helping the 
hall . 
 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1071688-0

