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FROM THE SUTTON HALL  STOCKCROSS FEBRUARY 2017 No.100 

 FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

November 2022 No: 123 

Hi all, we are the Davies family, the 

new owners of the post office/

store. We would love to start by 

saying we are very happy to be 

here and look forward to meeting 

you all  

My name is Peter Davies. I'm a car-

penter by trade, but for many 

years worked as a youth coordina-

tor and had my own football 

school. For the last 3 years since 

moving back to the UK, I've had 

my own painting and decorating 

company.  

My wife of 25 years name is Sigal, a Montessori teacher. Originally she also 

had her own Montessori school for many years until we moved back to the 

country. We have 2 sons, Tom-19 and Itay-17, who will be helping us occa-

sionally in the store. Also, we have 2 small Hungarian puppies, Bella and Molly.  

We have ideas of how we want the store to be run, and we hope it is some-

thing that will suit everyone. It will still be the post office 

and village store with a small coffee shop.  

We want to change the times the shop is open to make 

it more accessible for everyone, but we will keep you all 

informed about any changes. 

 

Thank you from  Peter, Sigal, 

Tom, Itay Bella and Molly. 

(More on Page 6) 
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The Editor 
 
Any contributions for the  February 2023 edition 

of the Grapevine must reach me no later than 

Thursday day the 19h January 2023 and before 

3.30 pm.  

If somebody would like a PDF file/ email copy of 

the Grapevine and regular updates then please email 

me  (Glenn) at :  

stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com  

Village Hall Chairman’s piece 
for Grapevine July 2022 
 
Greetings to Autumn 2022! I hope 
your Summers have been great - 
hot, but great. Time now to pre-
pare for the inevitable dark eve-
nings, fires and the Holidays. 
 
This summer several further im-
provements have been made to the 

village hall to update it for all users and to prepare it for 
the upcoming energy squeeze. The Hall’s excellent treas-
urer, Mark, summarizes these within this issue of The 
Grapevine. 
 
Last month began the more regular events in Stockcross 
starting with the North/South Rounders showdown!  I 
missed this match again but I am told it was almost too 
close to declare a winner. Better plan to turn out for next 
year’s match to secure victory for your side of the village! 
It was lovely to see many of you at the Pop Inn held at the 
end of September. 
 
The upcoming 2022 events this Autumn include an Apol-
lo Band Evening on 4 November at which there will be a 
Pop Inn Bar. And for lovers of red wine, there will be a 
Wine and Cheese Tasting  on November 11th - this time 
South African Reds – run by our excellent, resident wine 
tutor, Tony Hersh. And ending the year will be the Stock-
cross Christmas Village Drinks Party on December 18th. 
 
 I don’t know about you, but I am rather fond of a Stock-
cross Panto before Christmas. And we are rehearsing a 

good one for this December. Oh yes we are! Mark your 
calendars for early December and watch out for upcoming 
information on how to buy tickets for the performances 
which are on December 1st, 2nd and 3rd. 
 
I hope to see most of you between now and the end of this 
Year, but let me be the first to wish every one Peace, good 
health, laughter and a generous spirit with others in 2023. 
 
Liz Newell-Hart 

Sutton Hall update by Mark Nevitt 
 

It has been a busy few months at the hall as further 
works have been conducted to improve the facility  
 
First off is the installation of a new digital hearing loop. 
The old one was not working well ( if at all ) and was cer-
tainly not compatible with modern hearing aids so with 
financial help from Greenham Trust and The Good ex-
change  we have invested in a new digital loop. We have 
also installed one in the small hall .  In doing this we have 
been able to tidy up the PA system and have also ac-
quired new radio microphones. 
 
This was followed by the installation of the new heating 
system which was finally commissioned just as the 
weather turned colder. Our users are working through 
getting used to the system which we hope will both be 
more comfortable and energy efficient - this is very nec-
essary !  
 
This brings me on to the hall's electricity contract - I 
wrote about this in the last edition and my fears materi-
alised - the hall electricity contract for 2023 will be some 
150% up on previous rates , in pounds and pence that 
adds about £6,000 to our running costs - we actually did 
well and avoided the horrors you may have read about in 
the press as we were able to secure these prices days 
before the markets went up considerably more. This lev-
el of increase however, coming alongside other inflation-
ary pressures is not affordable so we have had to in-
crease the hire rates for 2023 - details elsewhere in this 
edition . We are still able to offer heavily discounted 
rates to villagers and the various village community 
groups will continue to be able to use the hall free of 
charge .  
 
So ,we look now forward to the pre Christmas season of 
events and to the next phase of the improvement work - 
a complete redecoration which is scheduled over the 
Christmas & New Year holidays. The hall is closed from 
December 20th to January 3rd to allow this work to be 
undertaken .  
 
Mark 
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Our monthly meetings are held at 2pm in 
The Sutton Hall  

 
on the 

 2nd Wednesday of the month 
 

Upcoming meetings: 
 

Wednesday 9th November 2pm 
 The History of Stockcross Sub Post Office 

from 1861 until present time. 
                                                    by Angela Tyler  

…….. 
 

Wednesday 14th December 2pm 
Christmas Social  

Come and join us for tea, mince pies and nibbles  
…….. 

All Welcome:                   Guest: £5.00/meeting 
…….. 

 
 Wednesday 11th January 2023 2pm 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
…….. 

 
To find at more about S&SHA visit our website:  

www.stockcrosshistory.org or our Facebook page: 
 Stockcross and Surroundings History Association. 

                  
                                                                      Angela Tyler  

http://www.stockcrosshistory.org


 

4 THE GRAPEVINE—November 2022 

Stockcross Two o’clock Crowd 
 
We are very pleased to have been able to keep our afternoon group going for 20 
years. On Wednesday the 26th of October we will be celebrating with cake and a 
quiz.  
  
STOCC has provided an opportunity for local people to meet in the afternoon in 
our lovely village hall. We have celebrated Christmas with lunches and special 
teas. A variety of speakers have delighted us in many ways, often entertaining us 
with hilarious tales about their careers: a retired ‘Beefeater’ in full regalia, a for-
mer Commodore on cruise ships, a magician, a puppeteer, a location finder in the 
TV industry and local novelists.  Several excellent illustrated travel, history of art 
and historical talks, explanations of astronomical discoveries and demonstrations 
from a chocolatier, a baker and craftworkers. Over the years we have also enjoyed 
many coach trips which included the Houses of Parliament, various cities for 
Christmas shopping and sightseeing and trips to local gardens. We have supported 
local and national charities including Guide Dogs, Action for River Kennet and 
Growing 2gether. Often our speakers are raising money for their own favourite 
charity. 
  
Twenty years means lots of things – the most important being that we have made 
very close friendships. Another means that we have grown older. While we weren’t 
all retired when we started, we mostly are now but in no way are our events aimed 
at elderly folk. We welcome newcomers and hopefully their ideas too. We give our 
thanks to the Sutton Hall Committee for its continuing support. STOCC doesn’t 
have a committee but relies on volunteers to help with chairs, teas, ideas and book-
ing for speakers and accounts. Please join in and help us to keep STOCC going!. 
  
Our events are advertised on the noticeboard outside the shop and on the village 
webpage. For more information call me on 07771 511317 or email me on 
jane_batt@btinternet.com 
  
Future events for your diary: 
Wed November 30th at 2pm: ‘Iced Decorations for Christmas’ with Penny Webb 
 
No meeting in December 
Wed 25th January at 2pm: ‘Mysteries in Astronomy’ with Tony Hersch 
Wed 22nd February at 2pm: ‘A Climate Crisis Camp Fire Tale’ with Steve Wallis 
and Isabel Carmona 

mailto:jane_batt@btinternet.com
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Village Post office/ Store (under new management) 

Opening hours of 

the Post Office 

 

Monday 07:30 - 18:00 

Tuesday 07:30 - 18:00 

Wednesday 07:30-20:00 

Thursday 07:30 - 18:00 

Friday 07:30 -20:00 

Saturday 08:00-14:00 

Sunday -closed 

 

We also serve special cakes, some gluten-free, some ve-

gan, and homemade sandwiches, such as bagels, bri-

oche, panini, and various soups. People are welcome to sit 

in and enjoy coffee and the nice atmosphere etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regarding the Post Office 

It will definitely not close permanently; it's just closed for a short period until Sigal and myself 

can get our training done. Sorry for any inconvenience.  

Peter Davies. 
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Village news/ events 
It is nearly a year since that fateful evening in 2021 when I had a stroke. 
 
My legs had become paralysed and I was vomiting, I started to panic! My Sister 
drove over from Cirencester and the paramedics got me into an ambulance and 
drove me to RBH. I have little recall of the next few days as I recovered. I was 
then placed in the acute stroke ward. It was quite intense, as the brain enters a 
phase of neuroplasticity it is the chance to change the structure of the brain. I 
started walking again with the aid of a stroller. My speech was slurred at times. 
My PC and mouse had a mind of their own and felt quite alien at times. Writing 
and reading was a burden and I slept a lot. 

 
The medical teams from Reading and Oxford decided that I was to have some quite radical surgery on 
the 23rd of June 2022. This involved sealing some 20 capillaries in my brain and inserting a stent an 
operation that lasted over 7 hours. 
 
I continue to do things that used find easy and I am trying to learn to swim front crawl. My balance is 
not what it used to be and I am not driving yet. I am very grateful to the staff of RBH, Oxford and 
West Berks Hospital who helped so much with my rehabilitation. I am eternally grateful to my friends 
and the well-wishers of Stockcross. I am in the Panto this year 1st 2nd and 3rd of December as the Mag-

istrate, oh yes I am! Please come along! 
Carl 

  

Panto 

  
Tickets for 
this year’s 
Stockcross 
pantomime 
will shortly 
be on sale. 
The price will be £6 for Thurs-
day 1st December and £7 for 
both Friday 2nd December and 
Saturday 3rd December. To pur-
chase please use the online link 
https://
www.jumblebee.co.uk/
panto2022 We will also have a 
small supply in the Village Shop 
from early November for those 
who prefer to purchase directly. 
  

Wine 
Tasting 
  
We have a 
few tick-
ets left for 
the Wine Tasting on 11th Novem-
ber. To purchase visit https://
www.jumblebee.co.uk/
cheesewine 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/panto2022
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/panto2022
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/panto2022
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/cheesewine
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/cheesewine
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/cheesewine
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The Lion King Theatre Trip  
Yesterday, on Thursday 29th September, 
Stockcross CE Primary School went to the 
Mayflower Theatre in Southamton to watch 
the Lion King. 
Year 6 had an early lunch at 11.30am then 
walked down to the bus stop preparing for 
the hour long journey. When we arrived we 
climbed 84 steps to get to our seats. I sat 

down excitedly ready to watch the fantastic play. 
When the play began there was music coming from every angle. The humour was 
amazing and the music even better. Some of the songs I recognised were ‘Hakuma 
Matata’ and ‘I just can’t wait to be King’. 
My favourite characters were young Nala and the Baboon. There was so much colour, 
excitement and joy. We go to theatres quite often in school, so I hope I do in secondary 
school as well. 

Rounders match: The North versus 
The South (of the B4000) 
 

A well spirited and much enjoyed game of rounders was 
held on Sat 3rd Sept on the Stockcross  
recreation ground watched by some enthusiastic and well-
fed spectators. 
 
The village traditional is that The North play The South for 
the pride and adulation adorned by  
winning the much coveted (virtual) winner’s trophy. Unfortu-
nately, this feeling has not been  

experienced by The South  
for as long as most in the village can remember. 
 
That is until now. 
It was clear from the first bowl that the carefully revised tactics employed by The South were going  
to succeed where the previous year’s poor excuse for a game-plan had failed miserably. 
The tactics were simple – have more players than The North have, and ensure they can run, and 
run, 
and keep running! 
 
So in the end the game was comfortably won by The South, I’m not sure what the final score was… 

 
 
 
 

With thanks to the two captains, all the players, the scorer and the well-fed spectators. 
Until next year. 
 
David Seaton  
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COMING EVENTS 

 
Mobile Library visits  

to Stockcross  
 

Village Hall           10.00 to 10.20 am 

 

Regular Events 
 

Daily  Billiards at village hall  

(stockcrosssnookerclub@gmail.com ) 
Weekly 
Monday  Yoga at village Hall  7pm 
Tuesday Yoga at  Village Hall 6 
pm 
  Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall                     
  1.30pm 
Wednesday Pilates Village Hall 10.15          
   & 11.15 pm   
Friday Toffs Bridge at Village 
Hall    1.30pm 
  
Monthly 
 
2nd Tuesday   Hall Committee meeting 
2nd Wednesday  S&SHA 2 pm Sutton 
Hall 
Last Wednesday STOCC  

 
Nov. 

 
Dec. 

 
Jan. 

 
3rd 
24th  

 
15th  

 

 
5th 
26th  

 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st January 2023 (time booked must be sufficient to 

include set up cleaning afterwards) 
Minimum hire 2 hours 

 
         Small   Large     Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident       11            15    19 
Non resident       16      22    26 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 

Please be warned: because of the Virus check the Sutton Hall 
Website for further information 

Church Services 
 

Nov 22 
13th Remembrance day 
10.55 am 
27th Eucharist 11 am  

Dec 22 
11th Carole Service 6pm 
24th Crib Service 5pm 
25th Family Eucharist 
11 am 
Jan 23 
No dates available as we 
go to press. 

 
Kennet Opera 
Kennet Opera is delighted to an-

nounce a return to the stage with 

a performance of Mozart’s Il Sera-

glio or Escape from the Harem.  This 

is a lively 

comedy 

with some 

fine singing 

and much-

loved mu-

sic.  Perfor-

mances are planned for the even-

ing of Saturday, February 4th, with 

a matinee during the afternoon of 

Sunday, February 5th.  The venue 

will be in the Great Hall of Shaw 

House. 

Other events to look out for in 
Stockcross: 

 

 October the 8th (Following Covid 
the committee will be reinstating 
the Harvest Festival this year . It 
will be on Saturday 8 October.  
Save this date and put it in your 
calendars and book a table with 
your friends/family.   More infor-
mation will be leafleted nearer the 
date. 

 November 4th Apollo Band Even-
ing with the Pop Inn Pub. 

 November 11th (Friday) Wine tast-
ing evening. 

 Panto on the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Decem-
ber (so make sure you get you tick-
ets) 

 18th December Village Hall Drinks 
Party. 

mailto:stockcrosssnookerclub@gmail.com
http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com

