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The Editor 
 
Any contributions for the  November edition 2024 of the 

Grapevine must reach me no later than Thursday the 17th 

October 2024 and before 3.30 pm.  

Enjoy your Summer! 

If you would like a PDF file/ email copy of the Grapevine and 

regular updates then please email me  (Glenn) at :  

stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com  

Village Hall Chair-
man’s piece for 
grapevine July 2024 
 
Greetings to everyone! 
Like you, I am waiting 
for more Summer!!  
My flowers have en-
joyed a good drink of 
rain but need more sun 
to really gallop along. 
Unfortunately, the net-
tles and slugs have 
enjoyed the rain too 
much and the battle 

continues to limit them both!! 
 
Since I last wrote we have enjoyed two community 
events.  
 
First was a community pub crawl along our new 
“avenue” alongside the B4000. There is separate 
write-up and photos of this very successful event in-
side this grapevine. So, I will save you reading about 
it twice.  
 
In late June the Hall held a Midsummer “Dance until 
you Drop” event featuring two local bands - OPM 
and the MIGZ. The hall was decorated, lit up and 
rocking; the Pop Inn Bar supplied plenty to drink and 
we had a Thai Food van and ice cream from the 5 
Bells to keep us going. It was great a great atmos-
phere.  

 
The next community event will be the traditional 
North v South “Rounders On the REC” on Septem-
ber 8th. Organise your teams and running shoes and 
bring a picnic. Fingers crossed the weather cooper-
ates.   
 
As I am up and down the B4000 at least twice every 
day I want to share with you my observations of 
Stockcross’s mixed-use “Avenue”. Since it’s com-
pletion I have seen schoolchildren walking to and 
from school, commuters with breifcases, hikers and 
walkers, cyclists of all ages, people on mobility 
scooters, dog walkers, parents accompanying young 
children of all ages. I have also unfortunately seen e-
scooters at speed (twice) and a few very speedy cy-
clists who are not paying attention at the points 
where driveways lead onto the B4000. Fast moving 
cycles will not be able to stop in time when vehicles 
edge out toward the apron of their driveways to see 
what’s coming along both the road and the avenue. 
That is why dashed white lines have been installed 
across the mixed-use avenue at these points of dan-
ger instructing cyclists to slow and watch for cars 
edging toward the B4000. Few cyclists seem to un-
derstand that it is their speed which is endangering 
them in this instance.   
 
Apologies for the road safety sermon. Now please go 
outdoors and enjoy all that Summer has for us this 
year!! 
Liz 
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Stockcross Two O'clock Crowd - COMING EVENTS 
2pm at The Sutton Hall, Stockcross. Cost £3 includes refreshments 
 
STOCC is not a club and all are welcome - there is no annual membership fee or commitment to attend regular-
ly. 
This is an opportunity to meet other local people, not only from Stockcross but the surrounding areas too. 
 
Wednesday 31 July: Catch Up with Cake - social afternoon 
 
Wednesday 21 August: Garden visit to Stockcross House. Please note the date as it's not the last Wednesday of the 
month.  
Mrs Sue Vandyk has kindly invited us to see the gardens. Please let me know if you are coming so I can book the teas.  
 
Wednesday 25 September: Talk 'A Day in the Life of a Magistrate' by Tony Hersh 
 
Wednesday 30 October: Catch Up with Cake - social afternoon 
 
Wednesday 27 November: Talk 'Christmas Birds' with Ailsa Claybourne 
 
For more information about our monthly events please call Jane on 07771 511317 
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Stockcross Panto 2024 
 
The hugely popular Stockcross Panto will be showing again at the 
Sutton Hall on 5th, 6th and 7th December.  
The village can be extremely proud that the Panto has now been 
running for 17 years. This is thanks to the support of the many tal-
ented people both on stage and behind the scenes who continue to 
give up their time to create it - it really is a huge team effort. How-
ever, as you would expect, with something that has been running 
over this time, the children grow up, the adults get older, life and 
commitments change. To make sure the village can continue run-

ning the Panto we need new people to join us in all areas, both on and off stage.   
 
So, if you have creative talents that you could apply to set design, painting, prop making, choreography or 
make-up design and application, or if you fancy learning some new skills, or indeed you’re a budding actor, 
or someone who used to act but haven’t for a while – then get in touch with us. We’re a very friendly and 
welcoming bunch and we can promise you it’s a fun and rewarding experience.     
 
In the next few weeks, we will have selected the script, and auditions will be held at the Sutton Hall on Sat-
urday 7th September at 4pm. Rehearsals take place every Sunday from 10am – 1pm starting on Sunday 
15th September, with additional rehearsals for principal actors on a midweek evening (Tuesday or Wednes-
day) from October onwards.  
 
If you can’t make the audition or want to speak to us about contributing in other ways, please contact any one 
of us on the following emails:  
 
Sarah Russell sazandrusty@gmail.com 
Claire Mingo claire_mingo@hotmail.com 
Jane Seaton janeseaton@hotmail.co.uk 
Grace Mingo gracemingo@icloud.com  

What a night it was on the 28th June…. Yes, the Friday night when 

Stockcross and beyond flung their partners here, there and eve-

rywhere to the brilliant sounds of the band Migz, including sup-

port from omp…. What am I talking about? The Migz concert/ 

dance evening (held in the Village hall). Yes, young ladies and 

those of a mature age danced with their partners until their car-

riages were called, and they (that is, the carriages, not the la-

dies) turned back into pumpkins at midnight. 

 

The music suited all 

ages. If you missed 

this one and your 

mouth is watering be-

cause of the descrip-

tion I have painted… then keep an eye open 

for further events in either the local Grapevine 

magazine or Stockcross Village Facebook 

page…  

 

This is what the Village Hall committee is all 

about… entertaining you!!!! 

mailto:sazandrusty@gmail.com
mailto:claire_mingo@hotmail.com
mailto:janeseaton@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:gracemingo@icloud.com
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Yes, your Vil-
lage needs 
you… with-
out  
local support 
your village 
(Stockcross) 
will  wither 
and die.  
 
We have a 

village shop that caters for all needs.  
Stockcross Village committee puts on 
events throughout the year for your bene-
fit: such as a Pop in pub, Panto,  get-
togethers/  meals etc.  
 
So join and support your/ our Village. 

Welford/Wickham school 
Welford Berkshire  
Cleaner required for term time only plus inset 
days  
To start 1st September  
Monday to Friday 5pm to 7.15pm 
2hrs & 15minutes a day  
Hourly rate is £11.44 but this will be paid on 
a fixed rate basis split over the 13pay periods 
to cover school holidays  
DBS required but not essential as service 
master will help you with this  
If you require any further information  
Please contact  
Amanda cook  
Telephone 07785590002 
Area manager for Newbury 1 for Servicemas-
ter Newbury  

STOCKCROSS 
COMMUNITY 
SPEEDWATCH 
  
With eight of us 
volunteers 

champing at the bit ready to get 
started we are still waiting of delivery 
of and training on a speed recording 
device from Thames Valley Po-
lice.  We are told a new batch has 
been delivered to HQ; we are just 
waiting on a date.  Hopefully this will 
happen before the M4 roadworks 
between junctions 13 and 14 are 
completed and much of the traffic 
through the village subsides. 
  
We will keep you updated via. 
Stockcross Facebook page. 
  
Keith Phillips 
Stockcross Community Speedwatch 
Co-ordinator 

Pictures from the pub 

walk:  

See page 7 for full story and more  

pictures 
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Village News 

John Foster celebrated his 90th Birthday in January with 
a wonderful party surrounded by over 80 of his close 
family & friends. We had a wonderful lunch prepared 
and served by Quinten Catering which was enjoyed by 
all. The party was held at Stockcross Village hall where 
John has been a resident of the village for over 60 
years! Over the years John worked on Sutton Estates, 
has attended lots of village events and for several years 
cut the Stockcross Churchyard.   
 
Since John celebrated his 90th birthday he has been un-
well and has had a 6 week hospital stay in both Reading 
and Newbury. John has now returned home and is set-

tling back into a routine!  
 
John requested that he did not want personal 
gifts however would prefer if people would make 
donations to the Newbury Cancer Care Trust He 
would like to say a huge Thank you to everybody 
who donated. He raised £670 which with gift aid 
will be over £800.  
  
Over the years John and his late wife Daphne 
raised over £7500 for St Mary’s Surgery, The 
Charles Clore Unit and  Newbury Cancer Care. 
Over £1000 has been donated to Newbury cancer 
care by John alone over recent years. 
  
John, alongside his Daughter Carol and Grand-
daughter Georgina recently went to Deanwood 
where they met Helen Milroy, Director of Opera-
tions at Newbury Cancer Care, to present the 
money raised.  
 
  
The two photos – One (above) is of John and Helen and the other is of John, daugh-
ter Carol, Granddaughter Georgina and Helen Milroy, Director of Operations at New-
bury Cancer Care. 
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Village news and events 

Stockcross May Pub Crawl 
 
At the very end of May about 40 good 
folks from Stockcross enjoyed the In-
augural Stockcross Pub Crawl. The 
weather held as we made our journey 
from Speen to Sutton Hall in Stock-
cross – chatting and imbibing along 
the way.  
 
The start point was the Hare and 
Hounds where an initial refreshment 
was enjoyed.  
Then on a strict schedule, we rambled to Deanwood Park Golf Course who, to 
our surprise, provided complimentary platters of sandwiches for us! What a 

lovely surprise. Deanwood Park’s clubhouse bar is well stocked so we did our best to enjoy the stop!! 
 
Then onto The Vineyard who ushered us into The California Bar while treating us each to a complimentary 
glass of wine or fizz! What a lovely bar, what nice staff. This new, safe pathway makes popping out some-
place nice for a drink really easy to do on foot! 
 
Lastly, we strode uphill to Stockcross’s Village Hall and were rewarded 
for our exertions with a glass of wine and a large sausage roll. We chatted 
and enjoyed ourselves and also took the opportunity to thank three of 
Stockcross’s residents - Keith Phillips, Alan Booth and Anthony Newell-

Hart - who, as Speen Parish 
Councillors, championed 
this project to build a link-
ing, safe route for vulnera-
ble road users from the vil-
lage and from the town to 
access adjoining communi-
ties, footpaths, canal tow-
paths, etc.  
 
What a lovely evening.  

(see page 5 for more pics) 

Upcoming events 
 
Rounders on the Rec:  Sunday 8 September at 2.pm.   If there is no committee meeting in August, this is the 

last chance to discuss before the event.   John and David will act as captains, as before, and Linda will 
organise posters and leaflet deliveries.  Discussion on whether we should revert to the old style of making 
it a proper tea and having a paying bar.   Linda thought it would be hard to revert to this as people are 
now used to bringing their own alcohol and we will end up with a mixture and possible ill-feeling.   De-
cided to go ahead as BYO. 

 
AGM:  fixed for Friday 18 October. 
 
Harvest Supper:   this event will be dropped from the calendar, unless we can find someone who would like 

to organise it. 
Panto 2024:   dates fixed for 5 + 6 + 7 December. 
 
Village Hall Christmas Drinks:   Saturday 21 December at 6.30 pm. 
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COMING EVENTS 

 

Mobile Library visits  
to Stockcross  

 
Village Hall  9.30 to 10.00 am 

 
August 

 
Sept. 

 
Oct. 

13th 
 
 

3rd 
 

? 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st August 2024 (time booked must be suffi-

cient to include set up cleaning afterwards) 
Minimum hire 2 hours 

 
              Small     Large     Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident       11.5          15.75    20 
Non resident      17          23           27.5 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 
 

Church Services 
 

11th August - 11.00am - Parish Com-
munion 
25th August - 11.00am - Parish Com-
munion 
8th September - 1100am - Parish Com-
munion 
22nd September - 11.00am - Parish 
Communion 
29th September - 9.30am - United Ben-
efice Communion for Michaelmas 
6th October - 6.00pm - Harvest Festi-
val 
27th October - 11.00am 

Looking for family 
sports to do this 
summer, look no 
further than 
Stockcross Tennis 
Club 
 
Two hard courts 
with club house . 

ONLY £90 for a family membership for the 
whole year . £60 for an adult and £30 for a jun-
ior. Please contact Euan 07449 500122 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com

