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 FROM THE SUTTON HALL 
STOCKCROSS 

May 2025 No: 133 

On Friday the 14th March (2025) Tony Hersh, with the support of Sutton 
Hall committee, organised a Wine and Cheese tasting evening. 
 
It was a fun & educational event - as all the previous ones had been  - 
that there has been calls to continue this event. The Hall was packed out 
and tickets had all gone within weeks of being put on sale.  
 
On Page 23 there are more pictures of the Village Hall’s successful 
event. If you didn’t make this one then look out for the next one: it will 
be advertised in the Grapevine, Stockcross Village Facebook page and 
all good retailers (and if they aren’t advertising this fantastic event then 
they aren’t good retailers). Stockcross is where life begins!!!! 

As you will see by this picture, Tony  
Hersh is showing  Steve Carter how one 
drinks a perfect glass of  wine. 

Our host and 
organiser for  
the Wine  
Tasting  
evening, Tony 
Hersh 

My turn 
next. 
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The Editor 
 
Any contributions for the  August  edition 2025 of the Grape-

vine must reach me no later than Thursday the 17th July and 

before 3.30 pm.  

Have a great summer! 

If you would like a PDF file/ email copy of the Grapevine (in 

colour) and regular updates then please email me  (Glenn) at :  

stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com  

Happy Spring!! 

The greening and colouring of 
our outdoor world has made a 
good start. The constant wet 

weather of a few weeks ago laid 
the groundwork for the endless 
sun of March to work its 

early miracle. Lifts spirits… 

Since I last wrote many of us enjoyed another Tony 
Hersh Wine Tasting Extravaganza. Once 

again Tony selected a variety of wines for us to 
match to the notes and descriptions in a 

quiz. Once again, I tried but failed to get them right 
(I blame the wine, the lovely cheeses and snacks and 
the great company). Concluding the night was a well-
supported raffle. 

These wine tasting evenings are great fun and very 
good fundraising events for the Hall. 

The Hall Committee has been busy planning a few 
events as well. First is the VE Day 

Luncheon at the Hall celebrating the 80 th anniver-
sary. This will be on Monday 5 th of May. 

There will be decorations, a display by SASHA of 
life in the village during the war, vintage 

vehicles, music of the 40’s and attendees are encour-
aged to wear outfits from that era – be 

it as a land girl, soldier, spy, medic, farmer, Lumber 
Jill, cleric… All wishing to attend must 

buy a ticket so seating and tables can be laid out be-
forehand. Bring your luncheon, plates 

and cutlery. The Hall will supply a glass of bubbles 
with which to toast the occasion and will 

run a bar to raise funds for the hall. 

You see mention of raising funds for the hall a cou-
ple of times in this missive. Our normal 

running and repair costs are usually met through our 
hiring to groups plus the Panto, wine 

tastings and, until recently, running Pop Inn events. 
But with no pub in the village and the 

fact that villagers want a place to gather together, a 
subgroup of our hall committee has 

begun working on designs/plans/funding for a re-
vamp of the small hall to make it look less a 

classroom and more a cosy, inviting area for small 
gatherings, meetings, clubs and classes 

and village get-togethers. Funding is being sought 
from charitable organisations but there 

may be a need to raise funds in support of this. 

Hanig forewarned you of future fundraising there are 
two other events coming up (non-fund 

raising). First is a Pub Crawl. We are planning to re-
enact last year’s pub crawl – Hare &amp; 

Hounds, Deanwood Golf Course, Vineyard and then 
back to the Sutton Hall. The date is 

June 20 th . We need to know numbers attending so 
we can notify the venues. Tickets ($5 per 

person) will be available on Jumblebee. The ticket 
entitles walkers to a drink and a sausage 

roll at the end of the walk at the hall. The other event 
is the Stockcross Rounder’s Match – a 

fiercely funny, hotly contested annual match. Never 
seen it or played rounders myself. 

Maybe this year …. 

 

Liz 
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Kennet Opera Coming to Stockcross !  
 

Kennet Opera is an extremely professional 
sounding amateur company who have been giv-
ing live performances of  music and operas 
since 1994.   Originally formed by a group of  
friends who wanted to perform the music they 
loved in and around 
Newbury this talented 
group has been bringing 
opera and concert song 

to Newbury, West Berkshire and places nearby for 30 
years.  

Booking has just opened for 
a special charity Spring con-
cert Kennet Opera are performing in St John’s 
church in Stockcross to raise funds towards the re-
pair and maintenance of  St John’s Church Stock-
cross which is desperately needed.    
 
Everyone is invited to attend this special perfor-
mance on Saturday 14th June at 7.30pm.   The con-

cert will include a mix of  choruses, solos and ensembles including choruses 
from Carmen, Macbeth and Dido and Aeneas plus a foretaste, Cavalleria Rus-
ticana, with the Easter Hymn, among lots of  others.    There will also be a bar 
and raffle and all money raised will be used to help pay for some urgent re-
pairs needed for the church.    We would really love as many people as possi-
ble to attend to enjoy the performance and so we can raise as much money as 
possible for our loved village church. 
 
Tickets are £15 and should be booked well in advance using the fol-
lowing website  
 
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/springconcert 

  
 
 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/springconcert
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Celebrate the 80th Anniversary of VE 
Day! With us/ friends and villagers. 

 
You can come as you like or in historical dress (optional) —
your choice. Whatever, your village would like to see you 
on the 5th May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TICKET ONLY EVENT *** £2 pp  
 

Tickets only available on line - just click the link:- 
  

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/stockcrossveday 
 

Limited number of places so book them today! 
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Stockcross Two O'clock Crowd 
 
In order to create some social afternoons available for all we will be having the occasional 'Catch-up 
with Cake' session, sometimes with a theme. For example, this April's meeting on the 30th will have 
the topic of libraries, audio books and tapes. Sadly the wonderful library bus will no longer be doing 
its rounds but there are other possibilities on offer. 
 
On Wednesday 28th May Nick Young will be teasing us with 'Newbury versus Thatcham'. He will be 
comparing the histories of these two towns and asking which we think has the more fascinating past! 
 
On Wednesday 25th June we will be visiting The Base at Greenham to see the wonderful 'Wildlife 
Photography of the Year' exhibition. This is an international competition which takes place each year 
and the superb winning  photographs are displayed all over the world. It truly is worth seeing. We will 
either meet there or car-share from the Sutton Hall at 2pm. There will be an entry charge. Refresh-
ments are available to buy from the lovely Honesty Cafe in the building. Details will be available near-
er the time.  
 
On July 30th we will have an Arty Crafty Afternoon in the hall. Bring your craft project or photos to 
show and demonstrate if you like! Details nearer the time. 
 
No meeting in August as the hall will be closed for its annual upkeep. 
 
Do join us if you can and if you have any questions or suggestions you can contact me on 07771511317. 
Jane Batt 

Astronomy of The Month : Dark Skies 
 
We take it for granted that skies in the countryside will be dark 
and the stars will be beautiful and visible on dark nights.   Unfor-
tunately there is increasing amounts of light pollution at night 
that is negatively affecting astronomers views of the night sky 
and negatively affecting animals.    Evidence summarised by 
Darksky.org details recent findings that light pollution affects noc-
turnal animals.   Predators can’t use darkness to hunt, amphibians are confused by 
the light and it affects their reproduction and even hatching turtles have been seen 
scrambling towards human made lights at night rather than towards the ocean.  Arti-
ficial lights can make birds migrate too early and then miss ideal conditions for nest-
ing, foraging and other behaviours.  Many insects are drawn towards bright lights at 
night and there is even evidence that too much light at night increases the risk of 
obesity, depression and some cancers in humans.   The Commission for Dark Skies 
(CfDS) was set up by concerned members of the British Astronomical Association in 
1989 to raise awareness of the problem and campaign for switching off of floodlights 
and street lighting at night.   There are lots of simple things individuals and councils 
can do from closing curtains at night to illuminating streets with street lights that di-
rect the light only downwards.  There is a free dark sky event happening in Hamp-
stead Marshall Village Hall from 10.30am on Saturday 10th May open to everyone 
being run by CfDS.  There will be a series of talks throughout the day related to this 
subject including by myself, exhibition stands and if it’s clear, a chance to look 
through telescopes at the night sky that evening.  More details on the Newbury As-
tronomy website www.newburyastro.org.uk  

http://www.newburyastro.org.uk


 

7 THE GRAPEVINE— May 25 

 

Tony Hersh (the organ-
iser of the Wine 
tasting Evening) and 
Sutton Hall Committee 
would like to thank 
everybody for making 
our Wine Tasting event 
a fantastic evening.  

Nobody walked home in a straight line, but walked 
with merriment in ones hearts and love in the air. 
All money raised will be used towards the upkeep of 
the village hall and St John’s church clock. 
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Village News 

Yes, your Vil-
lage needs 
you… with-
out  
local support 
your village 
(Stockcross) 
will  wither 
and die.  
 
We have a vil-

lage shop that caters for all needs.  
Stockcross Village committee puts on 
events throughout the year for your bene-
fit: such as a Pop in pub, Panto,  get-
togethers/  meals etc.  
 
So join and support your/ our Village. 
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Village news and events 

Upcoming events 
 

AGM – October:  Wednesday 8 October. 
 

Harvest Supper:   this event will be dropped from the calendar, unless we can find someone 
who would like to organise it. 

Panto 2024:   dates fixed for 5 + 6 + 7 December. 
 
Village Hall Christmas Drinks:   Saturday 21 December at 6.30 pm. 

The latest on the shop…. 
 
We’ve instructed a local architect to prepare some sketches of 
both the interior and exterior layout of the shop with the aim 
to open up the floor space and to create off street parking for 
customers. We need to have a measured survey and topo-
graphical survey first which is due to be undertaken immi-
nently. 
Kind Regards,  
 
James (Sutton Hall Estate) 
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COMING EVENTS 

 

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour) 
From 1st August 2024 (time booked must be suffi-

cient to include set up cleaning afterwards) 
Minimum hire 2 hours 

 
              Small     Large     Both                                            

                              Hall          Hall         Hall 

Resident       11.5          15.75    20 
Non resident      17          23           27.5 

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book 
or visit our website  

www.suttonhallstockcross.org 
or email 

suttonhall642@btinternet.com 
 
 

Church Services 
 

Services of Holy 
Communion at 
11am on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays 
of every month  

Looking for family 
sports to do this 
summer, look no 
further than 
Stockcross Tennis 
Club 
 
Two hard courts 
with club house . 

ONLY £90 for a family membership for the 
whole year . £60 for an adult and £30 for a jun-
ior. Please contact Euan 07449 500122 

Road Chaos for the  

Village of Stockcross 

From Monday 28 April, a 
section of Bath Road - 
from the A34 southbound 
roundabout to the east of 
Speen Lane - will be 
closed for approximately 
six weeks (until Sunday 8 
June) while essential 
mains services are in-
stalled for the new Lap-
wing Green development 
that David Wilson Homes 
are managing. 

http://www.suttonhallstockcross.org/
mailto:suttonhall642@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/125424214180325/user/100064939920589/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVcOGXIRqIpxXLm2HLVcLR7DbdUnSbTRv-wZZotAh1PSvm6Pro6cnZU0dpvkyXNDGzgJjEuQTymUKfn-E8oQsFYYiJBrHGLm4hfXIl-tNMfU4ZuNyzBYZGmWHNzmbxLQ5bnrUWwt59RRSjI3JFc0mZCNN9CG6_JYsAsD4MaGj-_44

