FROM THE SUTTON HALL
STOCKCROSS
February 2026 No: 136

NEWSLETTER

POWER CUTS IN STOCKCROSS

At the end of December, I submitted a complaint to SSEN about the number of power cuts
affecting the north side of the B4000 from the crossroads towards Wickham and some of
the houses on Chapel Road. I did this because I had reported a few of them and each time
received a reply saying the fuse had blown in the substation in the school playground. I

- also noticed that other people were having problems near the Lord Lyon. I discussed the

POWER UTAGE problem with one of their help desk people and found out that there were 2 phases of the
supply that were having problems. I received an email which I detail below.

As requested, I'm providing this update so you can share with your community the actions
SSEN is taking to resolve the recurring faults, which appear to follow a pattern between 12:30 am and 2:00 am, mostly
at weekends.

There may be a rogue circuit in the area. Faults of this nature can be challenging to locate, and investigations will
continue until the fault is repaired.

Please be assured that it is in our best interest to resolve faults as quickly as possible. Our regulators impose penalties
for every minute customers are without supply, so delivering a reliable service is of the utmost importance to SSEN.

When an underground cable fault occurs, the cable can overheat or allow water ingress through a hairline fracture in
its protective sheath, causing the fuse at the local substation to blow and interrupt supply.

When engineers arrive on site, their priority is to ensure safety and restore power promptly by replacing the blown
fuse at the substation. They then carry out investigations to locate the underlying fault.

To assist with this process, we will install fault-finding equipment at the local substation. This equipment sends a sig-
nal down the cable when the fault activates, identifying potential weaknesses and reporting back to our control room
so engineers can investigate further.

There may also be a load issue in the area. To address this, we are sending out a voltage engineer, and a linesman will
install a voltage recorder on the pole-mounted transformer. This will help us monitor voltage levels and pinpoint
where the demand is coming from.

Our investigations will continue until we have a resolution. While we cannot provide a timescale at this stage, please
be assured we are doing everything possible to resolve this matter quickly.

If any outages occur, please call our contact centre on 105 as soon as possible. This enables us to allocate an engineer
promptly and take action to restore supply.

I have recently seen engineers at the substation but have not been able to talk to them, and we have not had any cuts
since my complaint. However, when writing this I noticed that the last 2 groups of cuts were about the end of Novem-
ber and December so they may not have resolved the problem.

Andrew Gill
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4 Incantata Choir evening. A group of 14 sing-
: o i 4 crs harmonising on a mixture of standards,
{ Any contributions for the May edition 2026 @ favourites and Christmas themed pieces was

dl enjoyed by all. They bravely asked the audi-

§ for the Grapevine must reach me no later

i than Thursday the 16th April 2026 and be-
{ fore 3.30 pm.

If you would like a PDF file/ email copy of
d the Grapevine (in colour) and regular up-
i dates then please email me (Glenn) at :

i stockcrossgrapevine@gmail.com

Village Hall
Chairman’s
piece for grape-
'vine January
2026

.  one. At present the
irain seems to be win-
ning the competition

as the most frequent mode of weather. The
only variable is “will it be cold” and freeze
onto everything” or “will it be mild” and the
daffodils start poking their heads up among
the stringy grass. Oh well — this too will pass.

Since my last Grapevine update the Hall has
hosted 3 community events:

The first was a small Hall Pop Inn evening in

::; Happy 2026 to every-

November. This was the first one and boy,
was it popular! So nice to see so many
friends and neighbours. And great to meet
several of the families that have recently
moved into the village. It was so busy that I
am told it ran out of beer!!

In December many people enjoyed the local

ence to sing along which, aided by drinks

d from the Pop Inn bar, we did. [ was glad the
4l choir was good so that my mediocre singing
4l contributions are well hidden!

3 Then just prior to Christmas we held the Vil-
4 lage Christmas Drinks evening. Santa made
8l an appearance but with fewer children there
8l than expected Santa had time to chat with

4 some grown-ups. Maybe they asked him for

new cars and a cricket win?

The Hall Committee has already been work-
ing on a list of events for 2026. There are
several more Pop Inn evenings planned this
year in the small hall and another pub walk in
the summer. By the way, the refurbishment
project for the small hall, spearheaded by To-
ny Hersh, is scheduled to be completed in
April using grant funding obtained last year.
Can’t wait to see it finished and raise a glass
with you all at the Grand Opening!

Finally, many of you will want to start seri-
ous training now to be in peak form for the
North v South Rounders match. A date in Ju-
ly is being planned with a (September rain
date).

Finally, may everyone in the village be nice
to one another in the nasty weather and nicer
still when (if) the sun shines! January blues
are hard to shake!

Liz
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The Pop Inn

At Stockcross

At The Sutton Hall

THE POP INN

Saturday 7*" February - Doors open 6pm

Start February In Style

The Pop Inn will be open on Saturday 7th February in
The Small Hall.

This is a great opportunity to catch up with
neighbours, friends and family.

The bar will be open from 6pm.

Please note the bar will be card onl
y

| IAS BNAY

Other Pop in dates throughout the year (changes or updates will
be published on the Stockcross Village Facebook page when or if
necessary).

Saturday 7 Feb: Pop Inn
Friday 13 March: Pop Inn
Friday 17 April: Pop Inn

3 THE GRAPEVINE— February 2026




S&SHA and STOCC

We have had two groups in the village which have met on a monthly
basic for several years. S&SHA and STOCC. Both meet on a
Wednesday afternoon at the Sutton Hall. Over the past few years
attendances of both groups have dropped significantly.

At Stockcross and Surrounding History Association recent AGM
attendees discussed at great length how to keep these groups going as
if we lost them we would also lose regular contact with several people
who live in the village.

Agreement was reached to join these groups together and meet on one
Wednesday per month and to try to encourage other/new villagers to
come along and join in and make it more of a social gathering. Itis
intended that some months we will have a speaker and others will be
just time for a catch up with tea and cake.

We all felt that, having already lost our shop and pubs, without a regular
chance to meet up we would lose even more of the soul of the village.

So we are inviting you to come along to our friendly gathering on:

Wednesday 11th February at 2pm in the Sutton Hall

Time to chat to your friends and neighbours, meet new ones and have a
cup of tea and cake. There will be a small charge of £3.00 to cover
costs instead of an annual membership fee.

On Wednesday 11th March there will also be a speaker and in April we
are thinking of perhaps moving to an evening gathering for that month.
More details will be available on our village Facebook pages
or email me:  stockcross.sasha@gmail.com.

Hope to see you. Angela Tyler.
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A thank you to supporters of STOCC

Our meetings over the past 23 years have been very re-
warding to me personally and I'm sure to many other peo-
ple. New friends have been made and a great variety of
talks, outings and social events enjoyed. I found meeting
the various speakers particularly interesting and I think
they have been pretty successful.

A big thanks must go to those who have helped make these
events a success especially to Viv Wilson - without her en-
thusiasm 1in the early years it wouldn't have even started -
and to Irene Hanbury who has managed the accounts in re-
cent years. Angela Tyler has been a rock and even given
some wonderfully illustrated talks - always appreciated
and well attended.

No event at the hall could be enjoyed without the support
of the numerous tea ladies - Penny Webb for her delicious
cakes - and all who helped in setting up, pouring tea and
clearing away - too many to list here!

Finally, to you all who came to the recent Christmas Tea
Party, thank you so much for the beautiful flowers and
signed card. I'm sure the new venture with S&SHA will be
a great success and I look forward to our continued friend-
ship.

Thank you! Jane Batt
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The Apollo Big Band: Jubilee Year

It’s already February, and we’re well into the new
year! This is quite special for Apollo because 2026
marks our Jubilee year, and it’s a bit daunting to think
that 25 years have passed since our first rehearsal on
18 January 2021. The rehearsal took place on the first
floor of a church, just behind Northbrook Street, and
we had to carry everything, like the drum kit and am-
plifiers, up and down the stairs. Luckily, I found Sut-
ton Hall, and the band moved there for rehearsals
around June 2001. So, a big thank you for many years
support to Sutton Hall and everyone who keeps this
wonderful village resource going.

There have been many changes over the years in
Stockcross, not least the loss of the Rising Sun and
the Lord Lyon, so a post-rehearsal pint is now a rare
treat. Also, there have been many changes in the
band’s membership, with me being the only remain-
ing

founder member. Andy Richarson on saxophone who
joined the band in June 2021 is the second longest-
serving member. Here is one of the earliest photos of the band taken at Newbury Corn Exchange in 2023.

The previous issue of Grapevine mentioned that the band was planning a show at Arlington Arts in October
with the professional trombonist Cullum Au. This was a great success, with an almost sell-out audience.

By the time you get this, you might have already missed the excellent Kym Rose’s performance with the band
at Sutton Hall on 6th February. But don’t miss Amy Rhiannon Worth’s show on 20th March! Amy is not only
a fantastic singer but also an actor. She’s known for her roles in TV shows like Coronation Street and Doc-
tors, and for playing Mrs Wilkinson in the UK tour of Billy Elliot the Musical. She’s also appeared in
Emmerdale and Heartbeat. Amy sings with such passion, and she’s one of the UK’s newest stars when it
comes to sophisticated classic Jazz and Big Band swing. We’re really excited to have Amy perform with the
Apollo Big Band. Put the date, the 20th of March, in your diary

Apollo has planned several more shows at Sutton Hall, and you can keep up to date with all our shows by vis-
iting our website at https://apollobigband.co.uk/. And don’t forget to look out for our next show at Arlington
Arts in October.

George Wicks
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MORNING RESET

GENTLE YOGA and SOMATIC PRACTICE
FOR RELEASE & REGULATION

MINI SOUND THERAPY SESSION

YOUR WELLNESS MATTERS
START THE DAY BY FILLING YOUR CUP

STOCKCROSS SUTTON HALL
FEBRUARY TUESDAYS
9.45-10.45
€15 BOOK ONLINE

| 4 CLICK QR CODE FOR MORE
'& ey INFORMATION & BOOKINGS

PHM s Dlissfrequencywellness@gmail.com [E¥S
isosseed 07481050627
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Regular activities at Sutton Hall, Stockcross|

Daily

Snooker & Billiards — stockcrosssnookerclub@gmail.com

‘g [. JZASAN] | . Weekl
- L4 ) .,.‘é_. i i.,, X ‘ ‘ 'ifv .

! V. & l > Monday Evening Dance Cheek2cheekdance @hotmail.co.uk

PSS 1 - Lpo 0 [ Tuesday Evening Hatha Yoga flow 6.45-8.00 | BethTrotter 07790 015762
o I 1 W‘ M www.beyoga.co.uk
Bl ﬁ" L el ¢ —_— = ."— Tuesday Afternoon TOFFS bridge 13.15 Annagent13@gmail.com
lMLi> AN Wednesday Morning Gentle HathaYogatoease & | BethTrotter- Asabove
Choreh Services relax 9.45am-10.45am
Wednesday Evening Tango Dance Justtango.co.uk

8th February - 11.00am - Parish Com- Hespinosal11l@gmail.com

munion Thursday Morning Life drawing classes arranmiles@googlemail.com

22nd February - 11.00am - Parish Com- | | Friday Moming Baby Ballerina www.babyballerinas-

munion newbury.co.uk

8th March - 11.00am - Parish Commun- Sharon Moore 07770825191

ion Friday Afternoon TOFFS bridge 13.15 Annagentl3@gmail.com

22nd March - 11.00am - Parish Com- Saturday morning Baby Ballerina As above

munion

29th March - 9.30am - United Benefice

Service at St. Barnabas’ Peasemore for Monthly

Palm Sl’,mday . 2" Tuesday of the month —hall committee meeting, small hall, 20.00

Sth April - 11.00am - Family Commun-

ion for Easter Day Last Wednesday afternoon of the month - STOCC, Jane_batt@btinternet.com

26th April - 11.00am - Parish Commun-

ion Second Wednesday afternoon of the month - SASHA - contact Angela Tyler to confirm

ange.sunflower@gmail.com

Hall Hire Rates (£ per hour)
From 1% August 2024 (time booked must be sufficient to include set up clean-
ing afterwards)
Minimum hire 2 hours

Small Large Both

Hall Hall Hall
Resident 11.5 15.75 20
Non resident 17 23 27.5

Call Jay on 01488 608769 to book
or visit our website
www.suttonhallstockcross.org
or email
suttonhall642@btinternet.com
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